


New Magazines Added to the

Library Collection

By Christine Doxtad

Each year, the library adds new titles
to the magazine collection based on
recommendations from the public
and the media. Decisions are made
according to whether the magazine
has broad appeal, fills a niche and is
published by a reputable publisher. Of
course, it must also meet our budget
guidelines and be easily obtainable.

Listed below are the new magazines
you can look forward to reading in
2008. The current issue of a magazine
is placed in a plastic cover and cannot
be checked out. Older issues are
located under the shelf and can be
checked out for a week.

Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine
Touted as “the world’s leading mystery
magazine,” each issue contains award-
winning short stories, book reviews
and a mystery crossword.

Fast Company
Dedicated to reporting about how
the world’s most
interesting and
innovative
companies do what
they do. It contains
articles on best
practices, lessons
learned and case
studies.

Interweave knits
Each issue is packed
with captivating
designs, step-by-
step instructions
and lively articles
of interest to the
beginning knitter
as well as the
advanced.
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Inventor’s Digest

This magazine is committed to
the education and inspiration
of independent and professional
innovators. It delivers useful,
entertaining and cutting-edge
information for inventors
everywhere.

Johns Hopkins Medical Letter:
Health after 50

The premier newsletter for healthy
living in the second half of life.
World-renowned experts give clear,
practical health advice to help you
prevent or manage the conditions
that interfere with healthy aging.

Shojo Beat

An original manga ”ﬁwrﬁmﬂ?
anthology magazine ¢ 9 .-

targeted toward | '
older teenage
girls. (The word
“shojo” means 1o rases AR
“girl” in Japanese). N  #
It includes articles  zonsata”
about girls who

make a difference, fashion columns
and more.

Vogue Knitting International

Each issue features %
more than forty YU @
fashion-forward -
projects by the
leading talents

in international
fiber design.
Complete, detailed
instructions are

included with exclusive articles,
tips and techniques.
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Monkeyluv and

Other Essays on Our Monkeyluy
Lives as Animals e
by Robert Sapolsky

A thoughtful and

entertaining essay
collection about
that fascinating
creature, the
human animal.
Dr. Sapolsky is a professor at Stanford
University.

A
Robert M. Sapolsky

Sala’s Gift: My Mother’s Holocaust
Story by Ann Kirschner

This incredibly moving book is

a testament to the human spirit’s
capacity for love and courage.

The Sword of Attila:
A Novel of the Last
Years of Rome by
Michael Curtis Ford
Ford brings to

life the struggling
Roman empire in
400 A.D. in this
well-researched
novel of military
history.
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This is Your Brain
on Music: The
Science of a Human
Obsession

by Daniel ]. Levitin
With snappy prose
and a relaxed style,
Levitin discusses |
the mystery of g
music and why it

affects us so deeply.

Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China
by Jung Chang

A moving and provocative story of
three generations of women in China
during the political upheaval of 20th
century China.

You Can Do It!: the

Boomer’s Guide to a qunathaw'
Great Retirement e
by Jonathan D. Pond
Presented with
humor and wit, the
author puts forth
his plan for saving
for retirement.
Good for any age,
not just Baby Boomers.

The BOOMER'S GUIDE
to a GREAT RETIREMENT

Digital World
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methods do work, but there are other
methods of communication which
operate more efficiently, alerting

you to updated information as that
information is published and in one
central location. Many of our current
initiatives take advantage of RSS, a
dynamic way to publish information
electronically.

One of the greatest strengths of RSS
is its ease of use. All you need to do is
sign up for a free online feed reader,
and then subscribe to whichever
sources of information you desire! It
sounds simple because it really is.

Your first step into RSS will be

to select a feed reader. These are
sometimes referred to as newsreaders or
aggregators. Two of the most popular
feed readers are Bloglines and Google
Reader. Both are totally free and
have a simple sign up process. If you
already have a Google account, such
as a Gmail address, you can use your
existing account to activate Google
Reader, resulting in one less username
and password to remember! There

are countless other readers available,
and many e-mail systems and mobile
devices also have RSS capability, so
you may already be ready to go!

Once you create your feed reader
account, you should take some time to
explore the site. Bloglines and Google
Reader both provide tutorials to help
you navigate their site features and
demonstrate how to subscribe to and
read your chosen RSS feeds. We use
the term subscribe because it very
accurately describes how RSS is used.

Here is an example. I like reading
articles from a particular news Web
site that publishes an RSS feed. When
[ subscribe to the feed, I am asking

for every new article to be sent to me
automatically, just like [ would receive
issues of a magazine subscription. Each
new article will be added to a list in
my feed reader. When [ sign into my
account, I can see all the new articles
that were added since the last time I
checked. It doesn’t matter whether I
check once a day or once a month, the
new articles will wait until 'm ready
to read them, and I never have to sift
through old articles 've already seen.

In the example, I save time and effort
by not having to go to the actual

site to find new articles. Where RSS
really flexes its muscle is when you
start adding more feeds. Each site you
subscribe to will display in your feed
reader as a single line in your feed list.
Feeds containing new articles that
you haven’t read will be highlighted.
So whether you have 2 or 200
subscriptions, you can see at a glance
which ones are worth reading and skip
everything else. Your time savings will
be substantial.

Once you’ve chosen your feed reader
and understand its main features, your
next step will be to find interesting
feeds to subscribe to. If you currently
bookmark Web sites you visit
regularly, you might want to check if
any of those sites publish an RSS feed.
How will you know? Nearly every
publisher indicates the availability of
an RSS feed with one of two types of
symbols. The standard RSS symbol is
an orange, square-shaped icon with

a dot and two curved lines. Another

common RSS symbol is a chiclet,
which is a thin, rectangular icon,
often containing the letters RSS

or names of popular feed readers.
Clicking an RSS icon typically

will lead you through a process of
subscribing to the available feed or
identify a web page address that can
be copied into your feed reader. The
whole process typically takes less than
a minute, and after you subscribe to
the feed, it will appear every time you
log into your feed reader.

Now that you are on your way to
becoming an RSS expert, you don’t
want to forget to add some library
feeds to your reading list. We are
currently publishing a number of RSS
feeds, including Sunnyvale Library
Today, a blog written by Library
Director Deborah Barrow, Pass It On,
a broad collection of news and events
published by Adult Services librarians,
and Library Podcasts, an archive of
recordings of library programs and
classes. Our newest available feed

is a Calendar feed containing all of
our upcoming events. We are also
developing new feeds such as lists

of new items in the collection, hold
pickup notices, and due date alerts.
Your one-stop source for all of our
feeds is the brand new Blogs & Feeds
page on our Library Web site, so check
it out today!

If you are still not sure about saving
time and energy with RSS, there are
plenty of ways to learn more. RSS is
discussed in our free Blogs & Blogging
class, which is offered every quarter.
There are also countless RSS tutorials
available on the internet, including
the extremely popular web video RSS
in Plain English, by CommonCraft.
com. Happy browsing!
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