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SUBJECT:   2008-0376 Amendments to Title 19 to Implement Policy 
Requirements for Bounce Houses Adopted by the City Council on April 29, 
2008   
 
REPORT IN BRIEF 
On April 29, 2008, the City Council reviewed the sign ordinance changes put in 
place in April 2005 to ensure their effectiveness. The Council concluded that 
the changes were effective, but directed staff to clarify the language regarding 
the use of bounce houses.  Staff recommends amending the code as shown in 
Attachment B. The Planning Commission considered this item at their hearing 
of September 8, 2008 and recommended approval with minor modifications 
(Draft Planning Commission Minutes, Attachment C). 
 
BACKGROUND 
In April 2005, the City Council approved a series of changes to the sign code 
ordinance.  These changes included new provisions for ground signs along El 
Camino Real, wall sign areas in all commercial districts, and treatment of 
temporary bounce houses in commercial districts. The Council directed staff to 
return in three years for an update on the effectiveness of the sign ordinance.  
 
On April 29, 2008, the City Council reviewed the effectiveness of the sign 
ordinance changes and concluded that the changes were effective (See 
Attachment A, Minutes from Council Meeting).  However, they directed staff to 
clarify the language regarding the use of bounce houses. The attached 
proposed ordinance changes reflect the approved modifications to the zoning 
code (Attachment B).  
 
EXISTING POLICY 
Community Design Sub-element Goal B - Create an attractive street 
environment which will complement private and public properties and be 
comfortable for residents and visitors.  
 
DISCUSSION 
The following is a brief description of the changes made to Title 19. 
 

• Language Clarified Regarding Bounce Houses – The description of 
requirements for bounce houses confused the public, so staff reorganized 
and reworded the section. The revisions include creating a separate 
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definition for bounce houses, removing regulations from the definition 
and listing them as a new type of temporary commercial sign.  

 
Planning Commission Hearing:  The Planning Commission considered this 
item on September 8, 2008.  They recommended approval of the proposed code 
language with minor wording changes to the definitions sections and the 
permissible hours of display for bounce houses (see Attachment C, Planning 
Commission Minutes).  Staff has incorporated that wording into the proposed 
code langue (Attachment B). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
None expected.  
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, in the Council Chambers lobby, in the 
Office of the City Clerk, at the Library, Senior Center, Community Center and 
Department of Public Safety; posting the agenda and report on the City's Web 
site; and making the report available at the Library and the Office of the City 
Clerk.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 

1. Adopt the ordinance language as amended by Planning Commission 
(Attachment B). 

2. Make further changes to the ordinance language. 
3. Do not adopt the ordinance language and direct staff to return with 

additional information and/or changes. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Alternative 1. 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Hanson Hom, Director, Community Development 
Prepared by: Diana O’Dell, Senior Planner  
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Amy Chan 
City Manager 
 
 
Attachments 

A. City Council meeting minutes of April 29, 2008. 
B. Draft Code Amendments to Title 19. 
C. Draft Planning Commission Minutes of September 8, 2008 

 
 
 
















