
 Issued by the City Manager 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

 

 
 

 

 

NO:   08-290

Template rev. 03/07 

Council Meeting: September 30, 2008  
 
 

SUBJECT: Award of Bid No. F0807-07 for Solar Powered Radar Speed 
Signs  

 
 REPORT IN BRIEF 
Approval is requested for the award of a contract in the amount of $107,979 to 
FORTEL Traffic, Inc. of Anaheim to provide fifteen (15) solar powered, light pole 
mounted radar speed signs as required by the Department of Public Works 
Transportation and Traffic Division. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Radar Speed Sign Capital Project (826840) consists of furnishing and 
installing fifteen pole/street light mounted solar powered speed radar signs to 
inform motorists of the posted speed limit and identify their current travel 
speed. These signs will be installed at various locations throughout the City 
according to criteria developed for their installation, which includes collision 
history and proximity to schools, parks and high pedestrian traffic areas. The 
signs will have the capacity to display emergency messages for public 
information and will be used for data collection of travel speeds.  
 
This award of bid is for the purchase of the signs only. Installation services will 
be competitively bid on a subsequent Public Works Project bid invitation. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Bid specifications were prepared by Public Works and Purchasing staff. The 
invitation for bids was direct mailed to four known radar sign manufacturers, 
and broadcast to potential suppliers through the Onvia Demandstar public 
procurement network. Twenty suppliers requested bid documents. 
 
Sealed bids were publicly opened on September 10, 2008. Four responsive bids 
were received. 
 
Bidder Total Bid
FORTEL Traffic, Inc., of Anaheim, CA $107,979 
RU2 Systems, Inc. of Mesa, AZ $126,073 
All Traffic Solutions, of State College, PA $129,738 
Traffic Logix, of Spring Valley, NY $130,208 
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In addition, three other lower bids were received; Globe Electric Co. of Houston, 
TX at $40,716, Information Display Co. of Beaverton, OR at $80,201, and 
Dorman Varitext of Ontario, Canada at $92,430, but none offered the variable 
message display required by the specifications (the Globe Electric product also 
did not include the power supply; that was extra cost) and all were deemed 
non-responsive. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Project costs are as follows:  
 

VCALM-VMS-SOLAR 12VDC Radar Speed Sign ($6,650 ea. x 15) $99,750 
Sales Tax (8.25%) $8,229 
Total Cost $107,979 
 
The bidder is offering prompt payment terms of 2%20 Net 30 days, so the City 
can save an additional $2,160 if all invoices are paid within 20 days of receipt. 
Funds are available in Public Works Capital Project No. 826840 (Radar Speed 
Signs on Various City Streets). 
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, in the Council Chambers lobby, in the 
Office of the City Clerk, at the Library, Senior Center, Community Center and 
Department of Public Safety; posting the agenda and report on the City's Web 
site; and making the report available at the Library and the Office of the City 
Clerk.  
                                                                                                                                             
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Council award a contract in substantially the same 
form as the attached draft Purchase Order and in the amount of $107,979, to 
FORTEL Traffic, Inc. to provide fifteen solar powered, pole mounted radar 
speed signs. 
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Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
Mary J. Bradley, Director of Finance 
Prepared by: Pete Gonda, Senior Management Analyst 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
Marvin Rose, Director of Public Works 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Amy Chan 
City Manager 
 
 
 
Attachments
Draft Purchase Order 
 
 








