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SUBJECT: Intergovernmental Assignment to a Stevens Creek Trail 
Interagency Coordination Committee 
 
REPORT IN BRIEF 
The City of Mountain View is taking a lead role in the formation of a new policy 
and technical working group for coordinating plans for extending the Stevens 
Creek Trail.  The group will consist of representatives from the four cities in the 
Stevens Creek Trail corridor (Mountain View, Sunnyvale, Los Altos, and 
Cupertino).  The attached letter from the City of Mountain View (Attachment A) 
requests that each city designate a policy representative and a staff member to 
participate in the group.  The objective of the group is to develop and 
coordinate a mutually agreeable concept for completion of the Stevens Creek 
Trail from the Bay to the Santa Cruz Mountains, and to subsequently seek 
resources to construct the remaining trail in a cooperative and unified effort.    
 
Staff recommends Council appoint a Councilmember to serve until January 
2010.  The City Manager has appointed Transportation and Traffic Manager, 
Jack Witthaus to be the staff representative. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Traditionally, in January of each year, the City Council fills a number of 
positions for intergovernmental (IGR) assignments. The City Council appoints 
members to a variety of intergovernmental agencies in order to represent the 
City's interests and to influence policies and regulations of other agencies. The 
City Council also ratifies the appointment of Councilmembers made by other 
organizations. From time to time appointments come up that require Council 
action outside of the normal timeframe.  The Stevens Creek Trail Committee 
assignment was proposed after the January 6, 2009 IGR appointments Report 
To Council (RTC) was finalized and published. 
 
EXISTING POLICY 
GOAL 7.3C:  Participate in intergovernmental activities, including national, 
state and regional groups, in order to represent the city's interest, influence 
policy and regulations, and enhance awareness.  
 
Policy 7.3C.1 Represent adopted City policy in intergovernmental activities.  
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DISCUSSION 
 
The newly proposed Stevens Creek Trail Coordination Committee is an outcome 
of a meeting of policy makers and City staff following the completion of a 
Stevens Creek Trail feasibility study by the City of Los Altos.  Facilitated by 
Mountain View Council Members and staff, the attendees agreed that 
coordination of trail planning between Mountain View, Sunnyvale, Cupertino 
and Los Altos can potentially maximize the regional recreational and bicycle 
commute benefits of the trail.  The new Committee’s purpose is to coordinate 
inter-jurisdictional trail planning. The committee includes representatives from 
each city along Stevens Creek.  The proposal from Mountain View requests that 
Sunnyvale appoint: 

• One City Councilmember  
• One staff member  

The City Manager has appointed Transportation and Traffic Manager, Jack 
Witthaus to be the staff member on the committee and the support staff to the 
Councilmember serving on the committee. 

The committee will meet periodically with meeting times yet to be established.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
There is no fiscal impact to this report. 
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City’s official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, in the Council Chambers lobby, in the 
Office of the City Clerk, at the Library, Senior Center, Community Center, and 
Department of Public Safety; posting the agenda and report on the City’s Web 
site; and making the report available at the Library and the Office of the City 
Clerk. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
1. Appoint a Councilmember to serve on the Stevens Creek Trail coordination 

committee until January 2010.  
 

2. Do not appoint a Council Member to serve on the Stevens Creek Trail 
coordination committee. 

 
3. Take no action at this time. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1: appoint a Councilmember to serve on the 
Stevens Creek Trail coordination committee until January 2010.  While staff 
has been conducting coordination with other jurisdictions in the Stevens Creek 
corridor for several years, there are several issues of policy and opportunities 
for coordination that a policy-level coordination committee can effectively 
address.  Staff believes City participation in this committee is a worthwhile 
endeavor. 
 
Prepared by: 
 
 
 
Marvin A. Rose, Director, Public Works 
Prepared by:  Jack Witthaus, Transportation and Traffic Manager 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
A. Copy of Letter from City of Mountain View - Stevens Creek Trail 

Coordination Committee Appointment Request 

 

 
 
 








