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SUBJECT:   Authorization to Modify an Existing Contract for Chronic 

Toxicity Testing at the Water Pollution Control Plant (F0804-
64) 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF 
Approval is requested to modify an existing contract with Pacific Eco-Risk of 
Fairfield for chronic toxicity testing at the Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) 
by increasing the total not-to-exceed amount by $43,400, from $99,500 to 
$142,900, through June 30, 2009. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Toxicity testing on effluent water from the WPCP is a specific requirement in 
the City’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  
This testing allows plant staff and regulators to determine if anything present 
in the effluent is at a level that causes toxicity (reduction in growth or survival 
rate) to a specific test species.   
 
DISCUSSION 
Toxicity test results have indicated low levels of toxicity which requires 
accelerated monitoring, e.g., performing tests twice per month instead of once 
per month.  Additionally, the Regional Water Quality Board is requiring more 
in-depth testing to specifically identify the source(s) of toxicity. 
 
The current purchase order with Pacific Eco-Risk was established in March 
2008 under the City Manager’s contract award authority.  Additional 
expenditures requiring Council approval are necessary in order to perform the 
necessary testing, which is expected to continue over the next NPDES permit 
cycle.  Though this work is highly specialized with few laboratories equipped to 
conduct this type of testing (and interpret the results), staff is in the process of 
competitively bidding the new contract scheduled to begin on July 1, 2009.          
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
There is no fiscal impact.  Funds are available in Program 344, Wastewater 
Treatment. 
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PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Council authorize modification of an existing contract 
with Pacific Eco-Risk, in substantially the same form as the attached draft 
change order, by increasing the not-to-exceed amount by $43,400, from 
$99,500 to $142,900 for chronic toxicity testing. 
 
 
 

Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
 
Mary J. Bradley, Director of Finance 
Prepared by: Pete Gonda, Senior Management Analyst, Finance 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
 
 
Marvin Rose 
Director, Public Works 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
 
Attachments  
A. Draft Purchase Order Revision 






