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SUBJECT: 2009-0149 Heritage Resource Nominations for Individual
Properties (Study Issue)

REPORT IN BRIEF

On May 15, 2007, the City Council considered a Study Issue: Heritage Districts
and Individual Resources — New Residential Heritage Districts. As part of the
Council decision on this study issue, staff was directed to further study
possible Heritage Resource nominations for five individual properties and two
neighborhoods within the City (See RTC 07-165, May 15, 2007). This report
addresses the five individual properties only.

To complete the process of potentially designating individual properties, staff
hired a historic consultant to conduct intensive research, contact property
owners where possible and make recommendations on whether the properties
meet the eligibility criteria as a local or state heritage resource. Based on that
study, the consultant has identified only one of the five individual properties as
a heritage resource (detailed individual reports are enclosed in Attachment A).

Address Findings and Recommendation

1020 E. Ahwanee | Does not meet historical/design significance criteria.
Ave.

270 S. Bayview Does not meet historical/design significance criteria.
Ave.

283 Charles St. While this property was associated with a person of local

significance, staff is concerned that the connection is not
strong enough to justify nominating this property as a
Heritage Resource and therefore is not recommending
heritage resource designation. The Heritage Preservation
Commission did, however, recommend in favor of
nominating this property at their meeting of April 1, 2009.
444 Old San Does not meet historical/design significance criteria.
Francisco Rd.
1398 Wright Ave. | Does not meet historical/design significance criteria.

BACKGROUND
The Sunnyvale Heritage Resources Inventory was created in 1979. Since the
establishment of the Heritage Preservation program, the City has undertaken
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large historic surveys in the late 1990s and mid 2000s and pursued additional
Heritage and Landmark designations.

In the mid-1990s, the City undertook a Reconnaissance Survey that looked at
most of the neighborhoods in the city and evaluated neighborhoods and
individual properties for potential as heritage resources. Based on the survey
results, three neighborhoods were chosen for more in-depth research, Victory
Village (southwest corner of Fair Oaks and California), Sunnyvale Manor
Addition (northwest corner of Bayview and Morse) and Sunnymount Gardens
(near the northwest corner of Sunnyvale-Saratoga and Remington). Based on a
lack of property owner support and concern about the integrity of the districts,
the City did not pursue formal historical designation for any of the three
surveyed neighborhoods.

In the 2000s, staff, Heritage Preservation Commission members and City
Council members noted deterioration in the historical integrity of older
neighborhoods due to increasing property values and subsequent significant
alterations. In 2006, the Heritage Preservation Commission and City Council
directed staff to undertake another survey to proactively identify and
potentially nominate new properties and neighborhoods to the Heritage
Resources Inventory. This study had two steps - a preliminary
(Reconnaissance) survey to identify properties with the potential for
architectural or historical significance and then a subsequent in-depth
research and outreach process to formally nominate a property or district to
the Heritage Resources Inventory.

On May 15, 2007, the City Council directed staff to pursue additional research
and outreach for five individual properties with potential historic or design
significance. The research and actions recommended in this report are the last
step in the historic surveys and nominations project for individual properties.
The information regarding potential heritage housing districts are described in
a separate report.

EXISTING POLICY
Heritage Preservation Sub-element

GOAL 6.3B: To enhance, preserve and protect Sunnyvale’s heritage including
natural features, the built environment and significant artifacts.

Policy 6.3B.5 Seek out, catalog and evaluate heritage resources which may be
significant.

Action Statement 6.3B.5a Conduct surveys of older residential
neighborhoods and those containing homes built by well known
architects and/or containing homes of a distinctive design to determine if
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such homes and streetscapes should be considered for inclusion in the
Heritage Resources Inventory.

DISCUSSION
The following information is a general discussion about the heritage
designation: what it means, how it affects property value, and what the

nomination process is. Following that discussion is an explanation of the
study, the public outreach conducted, and the findings.

What Properties Qualify for a Heritage Designation: Sunnyvale’s Heritage
Preservation Code, SMC 19.96 Heritage Preservation, specifies that properties
that meet the eligibility criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places are eligible for designation as heritage resource districts. Alternatively,
a district is eligible for listing if it meets one or more of the local criteria.

In general, several local and state criteria are used to determine whether a
property is a potential heritage resource. First, the structure must typically be
at least 50 years of age at the time of designation. Secondly, the structure must
embody distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or method of
construction, or be identified with persons or events significant in local, state
or national history. There are other criteria that can be used, but these are the
main three used in this study. (See Attachment A for complete list of criteria).

What a Heritage Designation Means: A heritage designation may be applied
to an individual property or group of properties that have been identified as
having historical and/or architectural importance to the City. This designation
places specific restrictions on the property/district. The following is a
comparison of regulations and restrictions between standard residential zoning
districts and heritage residential districts:

Standard Residential Heritage Designation
Neighborhood

Interior No planning review is Same.

Changes not | necessary. Building permits

altering are required.

exterior

Exterior Planning design review may Design is reviewed by staff.

changes not be necessary.

Minor Design is reviewed by staff. Same.

addition No notification is required.

Major / Two | Design is reviewed by The design must be reviewed

story Planning staff. >45% FAR by the Heritage Preservation

Addition requires PC review. Noticing | Commission at a public
radius of 200 ft. with hearing with associated
comment period. notice to neighbors.
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Standard Residential Heritage Designation
Neighborhood
Demolition Notice to adjoining neighbors | Historical evaluation of the
at time of issuance of building/site and review by
demolition permit. the Heritage Preservation
Commission, with an
associated notice to adjacent
neighbors is required.

How this Designation Could Affect Property Value: Additional restrictions
and process requirements for modifying a historic home could reduce the
flexibility a property owner has for modifying their home. Some buyers may
not want to be restricted by owning a heritage home. On the other hand, some
property owners find that the additional restrictions give the home additional
value as the character of their neighborhood is more rigorously protected than
in other non-historic neighborhoods.

The City does not track property values, so it is not known how heritage
designation can affect the value. The City has one heritage district at this time,
but staff is not aware of any complaints or information that values are any
different than comparable homes in Sunnyvale.

Process to Designate an Individual Resource:

1. Staff conducts preliminary research to determine whether the
resource/district has the potential to qualify as historic.

2. City Council (based on recommendations from staff and the Heritage
Preservation Commission) directs staff to either conduct further research
to determine eligibility or to do nothing further.

3. If the City Council chooses to pursue a nomination, additional research
and surveying is undertaken.

4. During the research process, staff and/or the consultant contacts the
individual property owners for information and feedback.

5. Based on the final research, staff determines if the property meets the
significance criteria and makes a final recommendation based on the
information received and property owner feedback.

6. City Council (based on recommendations from staff and the Heritage
Preservation Commission) makes a final determination about whether to
designate the property. (This is the step being considered by this
report).

Property Research: Staff hired a historic consultant to conduct the research,
contact the property owners where possible and make recommendations on
whether the properties meet the eligibility criteria as a local or state heritage
resource. Below is a summary of the homes researched and the
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recommendation made by the consultant. Detailed individual reports are
enclosed in Attachment A.

1.

Bettencourt Farmhouse - 1020 E. Ahwanee Avenue. Sunnyvale has
an early farming family of local significance named Bettencourt.
However, the present owner and resident, Mr. John Bettencourt, is not
descended from this family. Based on the information he provided, the
house is believed to have been built in 1950. He and his wife bought the
house about a year after it was built from an owner in San Francisco. In
earlier years the property did have a pear orchard, but it was split when
the Bayshore Freeway was built. He was never involved in agriculture
and did not farm the orchard.

Significance: The property and residence have no significance to
agriculture in Sunnyvale. Bettencourt is a fairly common surname, and
it is possible that another family of the same name was involved in
agriculture, perhaps on another property.

270 S. Bayview Avenue. Built in 1906, it is an older farmhouse style
property. The home consists of an original hip roofed single-story cottage
and a large two-story gable roofed addition to the north.

Significance: The property does not appear to possess design or historical
significance as specified under the Heritage Preservation Ordinance, due
to the substantial number of alterations that have occurred.

Welford Cochrane House - 283 Charles Street. The house was built
around 1907 by Welford Cochrane as a residence for his family. His
daughter, Edwina Cochrane Benner, became the first woman mayor of
Sunnyvale and held a number of other important community positions.
She resided in the house for approximately two years in early adulthood,
prior to her marriage.

Significance: The property could have significance to the history of
Sunnyvale for its importance as the only surviving residence associated
with Edwina Cochrane Benner. It is the last remaining residence
associated with Mrs. Benner. However, Mrs. Benner only resided in the
house for a short period of time and it was before the period of
significance when she served on the town board and city council. For
that reason, the property would probably not qualify for California
Register listing.

Due to the short duration in which Ms. Benner was associated with the
property, and the fact that it was not during her time as a significant
figure in local history, staff did not find the connection strong enough to
justify nominating the property as a Heritage Resource. However, the
Heritage Preservation Commission recommends to City Council that the
property be listed as Heritage Resource as it is the last remaining
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property associated with Mrs. Benner and the house has maintained its
overall architectural integrity (see public contact section for more
information about the Heritage Preservation Commission meeting).

Tikvica House - 444 Old San Francisco Road. Built in 1950 and
associated with the Tikvicas, a family of local significance. They owned
large tracts of Sunnyvale land and were involved in real estate
development. The consultants interviewed Nicholas Tikvica regarding the
history of the property and the family.

Significance: The property does not have particular historical
significance. Though associated with the Tikvica family, the family’s
significance is in agriculture rather than local real estate development.
The original Tikvica farmhouse, located at 1039 Sunnyvale Saratoga
Road, is currently listed on the Heritage Resources Inventory.

1398 Wright Avenue. Brick home of design note built in 1953 by
Joseph Trentadue. The exterior is primarily cement plaster with a “used”
brick veneer that steps down in height across the main portion of the
house to follow the sill line. The projecting gable is a dominant feature of
the facade and is unusual for its forward leaning cant. The consultant
and staff interviewed the current property owner and relatives of Joseph
Trentadue as well as the current resident of the Trentadue farmhouse for
related information.

Significance: The property and residence have no architectural or
historical significance in Sunnyvale. The property is not an example of a
distinctive style, type, period or method of construction. It does not meet
the criteria for historical significance, as it is not the farmhouse
associated with the Trentadue’s orchard or any earlier agricultural use of
the property.

FISCAL IMPACT

No fiscal impact expected with designation of any of the sites as Heritage
Resources.

PUBLIC CONTACT

Staff sent letters to individual property owners in October 2008 of the study
issue to consider their homes for potential nomination. Affected residents at
Ahwanee, Old San Francisco, and Wright were also contacted by phone or in
person.

1020 E. Ahwanee Avenue - The owner was not interested in having
their property nominated.
270 S. Bayview Avenue - The owners were not interested in having
their property nominated.
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e 283 Charles Street - Staff received a tentative response from the
owners of 283 Charles Street at they were probably not in favor of
listing the home as a Heritage Resource. This is the only property that
could potentially be listed as a local Heritage Resource (not State or
National listing).

e 444 Old San Francisco Road - The historic consultant contacted the
Tikvica family by phone regarding the property at 444 Old San
Francisco Road.

e 1398 Wright Avenue - The owners were not interested in having their
property nominated.

Heritage Preservation Commission Hearing of April 1, 2009: The Heritage
Preservation Commission heard testimony from the granddaughter of Welford
Cohrane. She does not live at the house at 283 Charles Street but submitted
information about the property and supported its nomination as a Heritage
Resource (see Attachment E, Heritage Preservation Minutes of April 1, 2009
and Attachment F, Written Presentation from Beverly Cochrane David). Based
on the information in the report, Heritage Preservation Commission
recommends that the property be nominated as a Heritage Resource. In their
discussion, the Commissioners mentioned that the house is the last remaining
property associated with Mrs. Benner and it has maintained its architectural
integrity. As this report was being prepared, the current property owner of 283
Charles Street was considering whether to support the listing of the home, but
stated she was leaning against the nomination.

Public contact for the City Council meeting was made by posting the agendas
on the City's official-notice bulletin board outside City Hall, in the Office of the
City Clerk and at the Library. The agenda and report were posted on the City's
Website and were made available at the Library and the Office of the City Clerk.
Notices for the public hearings were also sent to the property owners of the
subject properties.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Do not nominate any of the researched properties.
2. Consider nominating 283 Charles Street as a local Heritage Resource.
3. Direct staff to obtain additional information on one or more
properties.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends Alternative 1. Although the Heritage Preservation
Commission found that the property at 283 Charles meets the criteria
described for significance and should be listed as a Heritage Resource, staff is
concerned that the property has minimal connection to Edwina Brenner and
does not have a strong enough connection to justify the nomination. Despite
the testimony given at the Commission’s meeting, and the Heritage
Commissioners’ input, the property should not be listed. It should be noted,
however, that the research completed by the historical historian provides rich
detail on her life that will serve to preserve the important place she had in the
City of Sunnyvale.

Reviewed by:

Hanson Hom, Director, Community Development
Reviewed by: Trudi Ryan, Planning Officer
Prepared by: Diana O’Dell, Senior Planner

Approved by:

Gary Luebbers
City Manager

Attachments
A. Detailed Research Reports for Individual Properties
B. Criteria for Listing of Heritage Resources
C. 2006 Study Issue Paper: New Residential Heritage Districts
D. Map of Individual Properties
E. Minutes of Heritage Preservation Commission Meeting of April 1, 2009
F. Written Testimony from Beverly Cochrane David presented at the

Heritage Preservation Commission Meeting of April 1, 2009.
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Evaluation of Potential Heritage Resources February 9, 2009

In the fall of 2008, an historic resource survey update was initiated by the City of Sunnyvale. As
patt of this larger survey update that included two potontial hertage distrcts, five individual
properties in Sunnyvale were evaluated for thefr eligibility as heritage resources. The properties,
all single-faraily residences, were selected by the City Council for evaluation from a fist of
potentially eligible praperties previously identified hy the staff. They have been evaluated for
their potential eligiblity as Heritage Resources under the Heritage Presetvalion ordinance,
Chaplor 19.96 of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code. They were also gvaluated for their potential
eligibfity for the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Histarical
Resources The properies were researched, documented and evaluated by historic preservation
consultamt, Nancy Stoliz, AlA, AICP, with assistance from architectural historien, Ward HH#L

Two of the five properties, 270 S. Bayview Avenue and 1388 Wright Avenue, were evaluated
primarily for their potential architectural significance, while the other three were evaluated for
their potential historicat significance because of their possible associations with prominent
people. Of the fivo properties evaluated, only one, 283 Charles Street, appears to meet the
sriteria for evaluation and nomination as a Heritage Resourco.

A summary of the consullant’s recomimendations for each of the Fve properties is as follows:

= 1020 E. Ahwanee Avenue - associated with the Bettencourt family, presumed to have
significance in local agriculture.  Though associated with John Bettencourt, he was not
involvad in farming; therefore the properly does not appear to possess any signilicance to the
history of agricutture ip Sunnyvato and no further action to list the property is recommended.

s 270 5. Bayview Avenue - potential archilecturat significance. The original design has been
compromisad by & large addition in 1871, The preperty no longer embodies the distinctive
characteristics of #s style of peried and does not appear to possess design sighificance as
specified under the ordinance. Mo further action to fist the property is recommended.

= 283 Charies Street — associated with Edwina Benner, Sunnyvale's first female mayor. The
property appears to possess significance to the histoty of Sunnyvale for its inportance as the
only surviving residence associated with Mrs. Benner, who was important in the political ko
af the city from 1920 to 1945, and served as the city’s first woman mayor in 1824, She was
one of the earliest women known fo hold that office in the state of California. The consultants
recommend that the propetty be considerad for designation as a hertage resource.

= 444 Oid San Francisco Road - associated with the Tikvica famlly, presumed to have
significance in local real estate development. Though associalad with the Tikvica family, the
family's significance is in agriculture rather than real estate development. The family’s
significance has heen recognized by the City with the Esting of the old Tikvica farmhouse
{previously the Ackerman house) at 1039 Sunnyvale-Baratoga Road as a heritage resource.
lis prosent address is 1053 Titon Drive. '

» 1398 Wright Avenuse - potential architectural significance. The house was built by orchardist
Joseph Tremtadue in 1951 but does not appear to possess design significance as specified
under the Heritage Preservation Ordinance and no further action to list the property is
mcommended. The family appears to be significant in local agriculture as orchardists. Their
old farmhouse sowtheast of Wright Avenue and Cascade Drive, previously the Chrisliansen
farmhbouse {prosent address, 1408 Galloway Court) has been Histed as a heritage resource.

More detail can be found in the individuat evaluations for each property that follow.
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1020 E. Ahwanee Avenue Bettencourt Residence

Location: South side of East Ahwanee Avenue, east of San Saba Court
Date Constructed: 1950 {astimated}

Bailder: Unknown

Designear: Unknown

Potential Significance: associalion with early farming family - Bettencourt

Residence viewed from the north, on the properiy. Colober, 2008

Description: The residence occupies a large lot and is well set back from the slreet and
adjoining freeway. The site includes a residence and several outbuildings including sheds, an
ofd outhouse and a garage. Much of the front porion of the lot is paved, but the area cleser to
the house is planted with 2 lawn and mature California pepper trees. The Bayshore Freeway
{Highway 101} runs parallet and adiacent to Ahwanee Avenue in a roughly oast west
oriontation. A church and associated schoadl are located on the adiacent property directly o the
east. There is another residence fo the west on the next lot that appears to be a part of an
adjaremnt residential subdivision on a cul-de sac. The propery itsolf doos not appear to be a
part of & larger residentiat development,

The house is a single story, wood framed structure set on a raised foundation with an attached
stngle car garage over a concrete slab. s mass is generally rectangular and the roof 15 a
simple gable farm, with the tidge set more or less parallal o the street. The garage projects a
few feet forward from the main fagade, with a ralsed, covered front porch beside it The porch

Evaluallen of Polenbal Herilage Resourcss Page 1
Fetrusny 9, 2604




Aftachment A
Fage 3 of 18

does not extend the full width of the house. 1t is supported by two simple wood posts and its
roof is & continuation of the maln gable roof. The front door and a wide window open onto the
porch. A steel sash casement window is located near the western end of the front fagade. 1t s
paired with a shmilar window on the west side to form a corner window, The side and rear
elevations are simple, with a door fo the exterior on the east side and a number of steel sash
casement windows randomly spaced on the back wall. The exterior cladding is cement plaster
and the roof is covered in brown asphalt shingles.

Research Methodology: Research was conducted using several sources, including the
Sunnyvale huilding permit records and planning files, the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company
Maps and county directories for the Sunnyvale area and United State Census through 1830
However the most recert Sanborn map (1830 updated to 1943) did not include this property ant
it predates the estimated construction date of the residence. No entry was located in the 19360
census for 2 John Bettencourt in Sunnyvale. There wers no buliding permit records on file with
the City for this property. The County directories did not yield any information about the
property, but did confirm that a John Bettencourt was a resident of Sumnyvate from 1949-50 on
Rural Route 1. The consultants visited the property and interviewsd the present owner ani
resident, Mr. John Bettencourt, who provided the information summarized below regarding the

history of the prapery.

Brief History: Mr. Bettencourt was born in 1818 in Mountain View and came (o the Sunnyvale
area in the 19305, He believes the hatise was built in 1950 and pointed to 2 date inscribed in
the concrate at the well housing. He and his wife bought the house about a year after it was
built from an owner in San Francisca. They moved from the Alviso — Mountain View Road area.
In eardier years the property did have a pear orchard, but it was split when the Bayshore
Freeway was built, He was never involved in agriculture and did not farm the orchard. He
worked with heavy machinery in earth meving and grading and is mostly retired now.

Significance: The dasign, features and materials of the residence appear consistent with the
estimated date of construction provided by Mr. Betiencourt, Heowever, the Boliencourt family
was not involved in farming and the residence dates froem the period after the orchard tands had
been split up. Therafore, the property and this residence in particular have no significance to
agriculture In Sunnyvale. Bettencourt is a fairly commion Portugusse surname, and it is possible
that another family of the same name was involved in agricuiture, perhaps on anothar property.

Recommendation: Since the property does not appear to possess any significance to the
history of agriculture in Sunnyvale, nor any other known historical significance, the consultants
racommend that no further action be taken to document or designate the properly as an
historical resource.  This report should be kept on file in the event that questions regarding its
potantial significance arise in the future.

Evatuation of Polentlad Hortage Resoutas Page 2
Fetyuary 8, 2009
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270 5. Bayview Avenue Hanlon Residence

Location: East side of South Bayview Avenue, at northeast corner of Bryan Avenue
Date Constructed: ¢. 1807

Builder: Linknowsn |

Designer: Unknown

Potential Significance: Architectural — example of a typical vernacular Neoclassical cottage

Residence viewed from the west: S. Bayview Avenue fagade. October, 2008

Description: The house at 270 5. Bayview Avenue oocupies a ot at the northeast comer of
Bryan Avenue and is strrounded on all sides by residential development. The front and side
yards have several small trees and various shrubs. A low, white picket fance encloses the
perimeter of the front yard. A woad plank fence along Bryan Avenue encloses the side and
back yards. A gable roofed two-car garage is lecated behind the house, with a paved asphailt
driveway providing access 1o Bryan Avenue. Varlous additions o the original house located
behind the major two story addition to the north appear fo extend ali the way 10 this garage
stucture on aetial views, though it is difficult to determine from the strest view.

The single-family house consists of an original hip roofed single story cottage and a Earge- bwo-
story gable roofed addition to the north. The original Neo-classical style cotiage is reclangular

Evaluation of Potentlal Hertage Resourcos Fage 3
Fehary 9, 2009
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in plan with a steeply pitched hipped roof covered with gray asphait shingles. The frant fagade
has a hipped attic dormer with louvers Jocated in the roof above the central entry. Siructurafly
the house is stud-wall, weod-frame construction with a8 perimeter concrete foundation. The
axterior walls are covered with miled fap siding. The house has ape over ohe, double-hung
windows framed with plain, wide boards. :

The symmetrical frant facade has an entrance porch recessed below the main roof. Central
concrete steps with a modern wrought fron railing lead up to the front entrance porch set on a
roised base. Pairs of Tuscan columns set on a low perimeter porch wall support the roof
overhang. Symmetrically aranged windows flank the central maln entrance door. At the north
end, the east facade of the house has & larga modern two-story addition with a gabie roof. The
addition has modern metal windows and horizontal wood siding simitar to that of the original
house. The roof form and scale of the addition is incompatible with the form and style of the
originatl house.

Research Methodology: Research was conducted using several sources, including the
Sunnyvale building permit records, planning files and subdivisian maps, the Sanbom Fire
Instrance Maps and the Sunnyvale History Museum. There were recent building permit records
on file with the City and permits listed from the early 1970s. The books, Images — Sunnyvale's
Historic Resources and Sunnyvafe — From the City of Destiny fo the Heart of Sfiicon Vafley were
also cansulted, as well as a newspaper aricle published in the Sunnyvafe Sun on September B,
008, The consultants vislted the property but did not interview the present ownear, as there was
adequate histarical information avallable from other sources.

History: According to the Sunnyvafe Sun article, the house was built in 1806, and the prosent
owners, the Hanlons, are the third owners of the propedy. They purchased # from long time
owners, the Carl Forsberg family, in 1983 Some additional documantation was provided by
primary saurces. The residence was built across Bayview Avenue from the eastern boundary of
W. E. Crossman's original town plat for “Murphy” and the area was not included on the 1908
Sanborn map. But the house appears on the Sanborn Map of Gctober 1911, on a single fof, 50
feet in width, The maps indicate a single story house with covered front and back porches
extending its full width, and an angied bay window on the south side tacing Bryan Avenue.
Thete is.a house immediately behind it, fronting on Bryan Avenue and a house two lots to the
narth, with the intervening ot vacant, except for a small accessory bullding in the rear yaid.

The subject property was part of the Larsen Subdivision No. 1 that was recorded in 1807, it
encompasses Lots 14 and 15, fronting on Bayview Avenue, gach 50 feel wide arnd 125 fest
deep. The Larson tract was a further subdivision of Lot B of the Mrs. M A Carroil Subdivision
No. 1. The lots across Bayview Avenue on the west side were originaliy platted as double lois,
100 fest in width, but some were already shown as split on the October 1911 Sanbomm Map. By
January of 1930, the Sanborn map indicates that the remaining loks fronting on the gast side of
Bayview had been improved with houses, oxcept for the adjacent lot 1o the north. The Eincaln
Avenue frontage of this block had been nearly built ouf, but there were only three homes
developed on Bryan Avenue by that time.

Given the fact that the ot was part of a larger subdivision in 1807, it is uniikely that the house
was constructed before that date, or that it was a farmhouse as some have speculated. The
property doos consist of two lots; however, that would not provide sufficient area for farming. it
is aiso unlikely that it was part of a pre-existing farm prier to the Larson subdivision In 1907
given the siting and orientation of the house at the comner of two city streets, one of which did
not even exist. The homes built on lots 50 close o the center of town after 1808 were not

Evaluation of Potential Heritage Resources Pags 4
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generally farmhouses, but small cottages for city residants. It 5 much more likely that this
house was a city cottage, not a farmbhouss. Building permit records Indicate that 2 permits to
add a fving room, bedroom and bath were approved In July and August of 1871, This is
presumably the large addition on the formerly vacant lot north of the housa. Warious permits
ware issued for re-roofing and repairs in the early to mid-1990s, for kitchen upgrades in 1887
and window replacement In 1899, it appears that alf of the original windows and possibly the
surrounding trim have been replaced.

Significance: This property was propesed for consideration as an historic resource for its
potential design significance rather than its historical signHficancs. Under the provisions of
Sunnyvale's Heritage Preservation Ordinance and Criteria for svaluation {Chapier 15.86,
Section 19.96.050), in order to ba significant for design, the property would have to be a bruitding
or sfructure that meets one of the following criteria that are most retevant to design significance:

{c) it embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or mathod of construction
or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or sraftsmanship,

{d) it is representative of the work of a notable builder, designer or architect;

{g} It embodies slements of architectural design, detall, matarials or craftsmanship that
represents significant structural or architectural achievement or innovation; oF

(h} % is similar to cther distinctive properties, sites, areas, of objects base on a historic,
cultural or architectural molif.

Bocause of the large addition to the house, it no longer embodies the distinclive characteristics
of Its style and type, a Neo-classical style cottage. | is not known to be the representative work
of a notable builder, designer or architect and its design does not represent a significant
structural or architectural achisvement or innovation. Though it may once have been similar to
other distinctive properties, [t could no longer be because of the change in scale and othar
alterations. The alterations have compromised the historic integrity of the building. 1t also does
not appear that the property would meet any of Sunnyvale’s other ordinance criteria 1o qualify
for designation for historicat significance. Therefore, the praperty does not appaar to he eligibls
for local Sunnyvale listing as a Heritage Resource.

As it doss not meet the local thresholds for design significance, it would clearly not meet the
more stingent reguirements of the California Register of Historical Resources of the Mational
Register of Historic Places that recognize huildings that “embody the distinctive characteristics
of & type, period, or method of construction or that represent the work of g master.” Additionally
it would not meet the requirement that it possess integrily under either definition. The
regitations of the National Register of Historic Places defline integrity, as “the shility of a
property to convey its significance.” Under the California Register regulations infegriivis . . . the
authenticity of a property's physical identity, evidenced by the survival of characterisiics that
axisted during the property's period of significance.”

Recommendation: Since the praperty doss not appear to possess deslgn significance as
specified under the Hertage Preservation Ordinance, nor any other known historical
significance, the consultants recommend that no further action be taken to document or
designate the property as an historlcal resource, This report should be kept on file in the event
that questions regarding the potential significance of this property arise in the future,
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283 Charles Street Welford Cochrane House

Lecation: west side of Charlgs Street, north of Mokinfey Avenue
Date Constracted: ¢. 1807
Builder: Weiford Cochrane

Designet: Lnknown

Potential Significance: Historical - association with Sunnyvale's first woman mayor, Edwina
Benner

g
3
i
&
i
-
v

Residence viewed from the easf: Charles Sireet fagade. October, 2008

Description: The house at 283 Charfes Street is located on the west side of the street, two
parcels north of McKinley Avenue. A paved concrete driveway adjacent to the house on the
south zide leads to a carport at the back of the lot. Though they are not visibls fram the strest,
an aeral view of the property indicates that there are two additional accessory buildings located
west of the carport, one with a flat roof, the other gabled. The minimat landscaping in the front
yard includes a lawn and various shrubs in brick Haed planters adjacent to the front fagade and
small planters with decorative plants in the front lawn. A concrete walkway leads from the
sidewalk to the front entrance door and acrass the front of the house. Foundation plantings of
shrubs and roses are bordered by a concrete walkway along the nerth side of the house. A low
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fence constructed of wood posts and horizontal boards runs along the northern property
boundary.

The single-story, singte-family, rectangular plan house has a hipped roof with gabled dormers at
the front {east) and south sides. Beneath the hip roof, there s a projecting corner bay at the
nortieast comer of the buiding and a similar single bay on the north wall at approximately the
midpaint.  Structurafly the house is of stud-wall, wood-frame construction with a concrete
joundation. A diamond vent opening inside the front dormer gable is surrourded by diamond
shaped shingles. The south dormer has a window opening with a modern stiding window. The
axteriar walls are covered in miled, narrow lap siding and the roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. The house generally has wood-sash, ane over one, double-hung windows. The square
corner bay has a large single pane window with a diamond pane transom above in each face, A
similar window is set in the sfightly wider bay on the north side.

Heaidence viewed from the northeast:
Nartheast Corner fagade. October, 2008

Charles Street Fagade
as pictured in fmages, 1568
Courtesy of City of Sunnyvele

Five concrete steps with a modern wrought iron raifing fead up to the front entrance deor (a
modern steel security gate covers the door). The original enfrance porch recessed under the
main roof was filled in with windows and the existing entrance door. The entrance doar,
sidefights and transom filled in what was originally an opening o the entrance porch. The two

Evaleratinn of Potential Hefitage Rescurees ' Fage 7
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original bays of the porch to the left of the entrance door have also been filled with modern
metal frame windows. Simply detaifed pilasters frame the three original porch openings. The
parch had been filled in by 1830, as the porch is shown on the 1911 Sanborn map but not on
the 1930 map for this properly. A photograph included in the hook, finages, published in 1888,
shows paired, double-hung windows with six-over-six light window sashes set within each porch
bay. Building permit records show that the south dormer was added in September of 1884, Kis
not known when the pre-1930 windows in the enclosed front perch were removed and replaced
with the present modern shding windows.

Research Methodology: Research was conducted using several sources, including the
Sunnyvate building permit records and planning files, the Sanbora Fire Insurance Maps, the
Sunnyvale History Museum and county directories for the Sunnyvale ares. There were recent
msiding parmit records on file with the City and the directories provided some sarly fistings for
the family. The bocks, Images — Sunnyvafe's Historic Resources and Sunnyvale — From fhe
City of Destiny to the Heart of Silicon Valfey also provided some Information. Newspaper
articles fram the Sarn Jose Mercury Mews and the New York Times were also consulted.

Tho consultants visited the property but did not inferview the present owner, as there was
adeguate historical information avaable from other sources. Hawever Ms. Stoltz did contact
Edwina Benner's niece, Beverly Cochrane David by phone to obiain additional information.

History: The house was built around 1907 by Welford Cochrane as a resldence for his family.
Family and other sources Indicate that he cams to California arcund 1883 from Louisiana to
manage a vineyard for Welfords brother. The census records yielded more specific
information. YWelford Cochrane was bern in Louisiana in March of 1856, in June of 1880, age
24 and single, he was living in Gretna, Louisiana, with his mother, Catherine, and hig siblings —
two beothers and four sisters — and a niece. He worked in a mill. By 1800, the census ksts him
an Sap Francisco Road in Santa Clara Township, mamied to Mary A. Cochrane since 1882, with
four children: Daughters, Mardlda W., Edwina A. and Elma M., and son, Amory W. His
oecupation was listed as vineyardist. :

The area where the Cochranes setfied was known as Butcher's Corners, after the Bufcher
family who had immigrated from England around 1881. They acquived 180 acres and plantad
orchards there, at present day Woife Road and E] Camino Real. Welford and Mary Cochranoe's
second child, Edwina Adaha Coshrane, was born there on August 1, 1885 Her older sister,
Mariida had been born in Louisiana in October of 1883, So the family armived in Sunnyvale
sometime between the births of their first two daugbters. Also living on San Francisco Road
were Welford’s mother, Catherine, and two elder brothers, Joseph and Edwin, along with a
cousin and two servants, in a housshold headed by Joseph. His occupation was also listed as
vineyardist.’ Mombers of the Butcher family, including head of household, Emma Butcher, and
her son, Rolla, in a separate household with his family, are also listed on San Francisco Road
as orchardists.

The Cochrane family's settlement in the area predates the development of the town by Wakter
Crossman beginning in 1897 by 14 years or so. It occurred durtng the transition from wheat

* According to Bevery Cushrane David, her grandfathars family amived by {ralkt in 1883. Historcal docienenis she
obteined fom the Cafifarmia Hislory Conter at DeAnza Collegs show that the land, comprsing 40 acres on the north
side of Old San Eranelsco Road and a smaller parcel on the south, was ownad by his brother, Edwin . Cochrane, a
dendist reskding in San Francisse. Tha land was plarmed In wheat up urdl 1885, thert comvarted o vineyards
managed by his two beothers, Welford and Gaonge.
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farms to orchards that began with the death of Martin Murphy, Jr. in 1884, and the subsequent
break up of the huge Murphy land holdings. According to family sources, the Welford Cochrane
family's move into town was precipitated by the faliure of the vineyard crop due to a blight,
presumably phytloxera. He had taken up work as a carpenter and built the family home at 283
Chares Strest around 1907. His brother, Jogeph remained on San Francisco Read as a fruit
farmer, according to the 1910 census. Welford Caochrane was reportedly responsible for the
construction of other buildings in town, including Fred Cornell’s grocery store, one of the earliest
commercial buildings in town. Built in 1897, it aiso housad the first post office for the settlernent
inftially known as £ncinal, but soon christened Sunnyvale,

Cochrang is also reported to have buillt a number of houses on the 300 block of Frances
Avenue. This block was redeveloped with the Sunnyvale Town Center and the homes were
avidently relocated or demolished.® The Cochrane residence on Charles Street was west of the
cors of Sunnyvale at that time and the area was not included on the 1908 Sanborn map. But
Hhe house is shown on the Map of October 1911, on a single tot. On the map of January 1930,
the house is shown on a double lot, together with a small accessory building on the ot to the
south, near its southwest corner. By that fime, the front porch of the house, originally open but
coversd, had been enclosed.

The Cochrane family is befier know today for Welord and Mary's daughter, BEdwina, who in
1924 became the first woman mayor of Sunnyvale. First elected to office in 1820, Edwina
Cochrane Benner served continuously on the town's board of trustees, the eady varsion of the
city council, untll 1945. She served as mayor again in 1937-38. She was one of the first woman
ta be efected mayor in Califarnia. The only earlier mayor discovered by the consultants to date
was Mrs. Elion French Aldrch, the first woman mayar of Sawtelle, a city that was absorbed into
Los Angeles in 1922 She was elected mayor in 1316,

In 1809, Edwina Cochwane maried Carson C. Benner, a barber and volumresr firerman; they
were living on Taaffe Street, according to the 1910 census.  She was not employad then, but
soon went 1o work for Libby, McNelt & Libby cannery, where she rose from a position of cashier
to office manager and served the company for 33 years. By 1820, the couple had purchased a
house on Frances Avenue and were Bving at 321 Frances, according to the 1930 census. This
was the same block where her father reportedly bulit many of the houses. Edwina Benner held
a number of other important community positions, particularly during Workd War 1, and was
honored in the 1850s with an elementary school named afier her. When she died on May 14,
1955 at age 63, the flags at city hall were flown at haif-mast te honor her memory.

Significance: The house i associated with Welferd Cochrane and his datghier, Edwina
Cochrane Benner, though more closely with him than with her. She was approximately 22
years old when the house was bullk around 1807, but was not known to be living in any other
residence umll after har marriage o Carson C, Benner two years later in 1800, Lnfortunatehy,
the Benner residence at 321 Frances Avenue, where she lived with her husband while serving
her terms as mayor and community leader, was demollshed. Therefore this house is the only
known property with direct associations with her. Edwina Benner's significance to Sunnyvale is
welf known and documented: her father's is less known and not as easily documented. ¥ he
was, In fact, an important local carpenterfbuiider in the early days of the Murphy settlemant, the
house may have some historical significance for its associations with him as wdl,

2 Beverly Cochrana David bebiwves that he house was Iniially relocated lo Callfornia Street easl of Fair Daks afler
Mrs. Bonnee's death, but Bat i may no jongar survive. Hf it survivas, its present locatlon i unknown
* swiomen Electad California Mayor,” The Mew York Times, Aprit 12, 1916,
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The property at 283 Charles Street appears to be eligible for local Sunnyvale listing as a
Heritage Resource. Under the Sunnyvale Criteria for evaluation {Chapter 19.95, Section
19.06.050) i appears to be significant under Criterion {b}, as it is "identifled with persons or
events significant in local, state or national history,” for its connections to Edwina Cochrane
Henner and possibly to her father, Welford Cochrane,

Pecause it is not the residence associated with Mrs. Benner during the period of significance
whon she served on the town board and city councit and twice as mayer - fram 1320 o 1845 - it
may ba more difficuit for the property to qualify for listing on the California Register of Histotical
Resources. Additionally, the alterations {o the front porch, particidarly the more recent
replacement of the pre-1930 enclosed porch windows, have samewhat compromised the
propetty's integrity. However, that alteration could be easily reversed. So it is possibie fo make
a case for Ysting on the California Reglster. A stronger case could be made for California
Register listing if the property coudd be shown to be important for s associations with Welford
Cochrane as well, based on more substantlal documentation.  His significance to the early
settiement of Murphy township and Sunnyvale for his contributions as a carpenter and builder is
not well documented at the present time.

Though it is a fairy good example of a vernacular cottage of the periad, the residence has been
altered and does not appear o possess design significance or architectural distinction sufficient
to quaify it for listing on the California Register for its design, construction or artistic values. i
more research and documentation about Welford Cochrane's work indicales that he was in fact
a nolable local buikder, the propetty might qualify locally as a Heritage Resource as
representative of his wark.

Recommendation: The property appears to pussess significance to the histary of Sunnyvale
for its importance as the only surviving residence associated with Edwina Cochrane Benner,
whe was |mportant in the political life of the city from 1820 to 1945, She also sarved as the first
woman mayor of the city in 1924 and was one of the earfiest women known to hald that office i
the state of California. Therefore, the consuliants recommeng that the property be considered
for designation as a heritage resource as defined in Chapter 19.96 of the Sunnyvale Municlpal
code. This report should be used as the basis for the designation and kept on file in the event
that questions regarding its potential significance arise in the future.
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444 Old San Francisco Road Raymond Tikvica Residence

Location: South side of Old San Francisco Road, east of Cezanne Drive
Date Constructed: 1850 {estimated}

Builder: Linknown

Designern Unknown

Potential Significance: associated with family significant in real estate and agricuiture - Tikvica

Residence from the northwest: Old San Francisco Road fagade. Oct. 2008

Description: The rasidence at 444 Old San Francisco Road occupies a large lot at the
southeast corner of Cezanne Drive. Landscaping in the vidinity of the house includes several
large, mature evergreen trees along Cezanne Drive. A wide driveway and parking pad, both
paved in colored concrete unit pavers, provides access from Old San Francisco Read 1o an
attached two-car garage and partlally enclosed carport on the east side of the house. A
concrete walkway leads from the driveway to the front yard, bordered by a lawn and various
trimmed hedges adjacent to the house. The rear yard is enclosed by a vertical wood plank
funce and includes 2 detached accessory building, located behind the house on the east side,
with a swimming pool between the two structures. The rear yard has a paved playing court and
A number of mature evergreen trees. The house is bordered on two sides by parking jots for the
Life's Garden retirement community that |s located on the adjacent property directly to the east.
The frontage to the west and north is heavily developed with commercial buildings.

Evaluation of Potenlial Herlsge Resources Page 11
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The single-story, single-family, wood-frama house has a long Fnear {although irregular} plan
with the rooms arranged along an cast/west axis and an ell projecting southward at the east
end. The house has a cross hipped roof covered with flat te in a terra colta color. Two hipped
bays project fram the front fagade intersecting the main roof. The exterior walls are coverad with
board and batten siding except at the central front bay, which bs face in muiti color rustic (used)
brick veneer. The house has metal frame windows. The western end bay of the front fagcade has
a large tripartite window with fixed panes. An exterior brick chimney Is located around the
comer on the west fagade.

Research Methodology: Research was conducted using several sources, including the
Sunnyvale building permit records and planning files, the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company
Maps, the United States Census through 1930, United States military draft records and the book
images — Sunnyvale’s Historc Resources. The most recent Sanborn map (1930 updated to
1943} did not include this property and i predaies the estimated construction date of the
residence. There were no oniginal bullding permit records on file with the Cily and the
directorics did not yield any Information about it. The consultants visited the property and Ms.
Stoltz conducted & telephone intendew with Micholas Tikvica, brother of the owner, Raymond
Tikvica, regarding the history of the property and the family.

History

The resldence was built in 1950 for Raymond Tikvica and his wife Jacqueline as their family
home. Al that time it was located at the corner of a cherry orchard owned by the family. Mr,
Nicholas (Mick} Tikvica said that his father, Nickolas, immigrated directly to Sunnyvale from
Croatia In 1807 and began growing fruit.  According to hls World War | dratt eard, dated, June
5, 1817, Mickalas Tikvica was born December 30, 1888, in Dalmatia {then part of Austria, now
Croatia). At that ime, as a single man, he owned his own farm on Fremont Road in Cupertino.

By Feb. B, 1820, he was married to Thelma {age 26) with a one-month old son, Raymond. Their
address, as listed In the 1820 census, was 108 Fremont Avenue Highway. Thiey owned their
home, and his occupation was listed as *farmer,” the industry “fruit farm.” Raymand's place of
birth was then identified as “Dalmacia” and Thelma was born in Washington of Dalmatian
parents. By 1930, the family had grown with the addition of sons Lester (7 years old) and
Nicholas (2 years old) and daughiter rene (8 months). Their address listed In the 1830 census
is 1964 Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road. They owned their home thers and his occupation was listed
as “orchardist”, the industry "fruit ranch.” At that time his place of birth was identified as Yugo
Stavia and both their parents YugoSlavian.

His son, Micholas (referred to here as Nick) lives In the family house that faces the Sunnyvale-
Saratoga Road, but is accessed via Tillon Drive, a street to the west of the house devaloped at
a kater date. (its address has been changed to 1054 Tiiten Drive.} He moved back there some
24 years ago. |t is located near Fremont High Schoo!, south of Remington Drive, facing
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Road. According to Nick, his father immigrated in 1807 to Sunnyvale and
bought that property in 1928 from William W. Ackerman. He and his two brothers jolned their
father in the orchard business. They eventually switched to real estate development as farming
dried up in Sunnyvals. His brother Raymond fives in the house at 444 Old San Francisco Road.
He had the house built by a contractor in 189540,

The warlier Tivica family farm at Sunnyvale-Saratoga Road and Remington Drive originally
included 20 acras and a house that was then approximately 10 years old when his father bought
the properly in 1928. His father farmed orchards there, and his hoidings eventually grew to
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approximately 500 acres throughout the Santa Clara Valley and beyond. Nick has remodaied
the interior of the house and replaced the windows, but says that it retains much of its cutward
appearance. i now occupies a ong-acre site. The hook /mages — Sunnyvale's Herifage
Resources, published by the City of Sunnyvale in 1888, includes the Ackerman house at 1034
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Road. The book states that the house was built by “wealthy orchardist,”
Wilkam Ackerman, around 1920, it apparently is the ticuse that Nickolas Tikvica purchased
from Ackerman some 80 years ago. It Is a one story, wood framed, cross-gabled bungalow.
The house is not visible behind the tall wood fencing along Sunnyvale-Saratoga Road and is
hemmed in by commercial development. However the house still exists and is already listed an
the Ciy's Heritage Resources inventory.

it also does not appear that the property at 444 Old San Francisco Read, Raymond Tikvica's
1950 residence, would meet any of Sunnyvale's other ordinance criteria to qualify for
designation for historical significance. 1t is not the farmhouse associated with the Tikvica's
Sunnyvale orchard, Though the Tikvicas progressed from orchard farmers to real estate
develapers, they do not appear fo be significant in the area of development. There has heen no
information to indicate that they did anything unusual of pionsaring with their real estate
developments and it is not clear whether their projects have reached the age of bl years, which
is the standard threshald used for historic resourses. To be deemed significant, their
accomplishments would need to be on the level of David Bohannon or Joseph Eichler, twa real
estate developers whose Sunnyvale projects were ploneering in the 1940s and 1950s for thelr
methods of construction andfor design. it appears the Tikvica family's significance is i
agriculture, as previously recognized by the City with the listing of the ald farmhouse.

Recommendation: Since the property does not appear to possess historical significance as
specified under the Herilage Presarvation Ordimance, the consuttanis recommend that no
further action be takan to document or designate the property as an historical resource. This
report should be kept on file in the event that questions regarding the potential significance of
this property arise in the futiwe. A copy sheuld also be placed in the file for 1039 Sunnyvale-
Saratoga Road, as the history of the Tivica family relates to that property as well,
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1398 Wright Avenue Trentadue House

t.ocation: east side of Wright-Avenue at the northeast corner of Cascade Drive
Date Constructed: 1851

Buiider: Joseph Trentadua.

Designer: Joseph Trentadue

Pﬂtential.Significance: architectural — possible design of nute.

Lam
SRR

Residence viewed from the west: Wright Avenue fagade. Cictober, 2008

Gescription: The residence occupies a large corner lot with number of specimen trees,
including large redwood frees near Cascade Drive. A detached carport abuts the house at its
southeast cornar. it is accessed from & short driveway on Cascade. Tall wood fencing on the
south side of the house screens an in ground swimming pool. Though the house appears fality
compact when viewed from the street, there are extansive single story extensions or additions
hehind the main mass of the house, north of the carport, as well as a partial second floar that is

not readily visible.

The house is a wood framed structure set on a raised foundation with a partial second Hoor and
basement. Fram the front, it appears {o be a single story houss with a large projecting gable
ahove the from entry in the “attic.” i appears o be essentially rectangular In plan, with a smai
extension on the north skde, set back farther from Wright Drive than the main mass of the
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house. Tho house has a gable roof, with the ridge set parallel to Cascade Drive that steps
down in height at the south end. A similar but lower height gable roof covers the north
extension. The central partion of the main roof projects forward to form a covered entry porch,
supported on either side by paired wood posts. The windows are of varying sizes, with wood
frames and wood sash that is divided with horizontal lights of a uniform size.

The exterior is clad primarily in cement plaster, with a "used” brick veneer that sieps down in
height across the main portion of the house 1o follow the sil line. The projecting gable is &
dominant feature of the facade and is unusual for its forward leaning cant. i is sheathed In
wond shiplap siding. The roof is of clay pan (fiat) tiles in a terra cotta color. Another unusual
feature of the house is its adjustable metal slat awnings on the sotith side and the main west
window.

When viewed from Cascade, a partial second story at the rear is visible at the central partion of
the house. The extension an the north end that appeared quite small from the front can be seen
to be long and narrow, with a cross-gabled rocf form. The Lawsons built out and finished the
second floor utifizing the existing attic space, but raised the roof In the rear to add a bathroom.
They also conwverted the room at the north end, which was built as a workshop, into a hedroom
and {ibrary. However, they did not attar the ground floor footprint of the house or the exterior of
the front fagade, so it retains its ofiginal appearance when viewed from the front.

Residence viewed from the south: Cascade Drive fagade. October, 2008

The design of the house does not fit any particular style. It incorporates elements farndiar to Mr,
Trentadue, the builder, such as the clay tiles that were commonly used in his pative Haly and 2
full basemont that is not a common feature of mid-20™ century California homes.

Research Methodelogy: Research was conducted using several sources, including the
Sunnyvate building permit records and planning files, the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company
Maps, the United States Census through 1830 and the book fmages — Sunnyvale's Historic
Resourcas. The most recent Sanborn map (1930 updated to 1843) did not include this property
and it predates the esfimated construction date of the residence. There were no building permit
records on file with the City. The consuitants visited the property and Ms. Stoitz conducted a

Evaluation of Pofential Heritage Resources Page 13
Felyruany 8, 2009 )




Affachment A
Page 17 of 18

phone interview with the present owner and resident, Mr. Robert Lawson. 3he also contacted :
the Trentadue winery and spoks with Joseph Trentadue’s granddaughter, Annette. In
consultation with her parents, Leo and Ewelyn Trentadue, she was able to clarify some
information about the history of the house and the family in Sunnyvale, In addition Ms. Stoltz
spoke by phone to Diane MeKenna, who fives in the house that was the gartier Trentadue
farmhouse, located nearty on Galloway Court. The resulting information is summarized below.

History: Robert Lawson and his wife, Margaret, purchased the house at 1388 Wright Avenue
in 1862 from Joseph Trentadue. According to Mr. Lawson, Mr. Trentadue, an orchardist, told
him on a subsequent visit to the house that he built it himself, to his own design, in 1951, At that
time he Hved in an earlier farmhouse located on present day Galloway Cour (# 1408), which is
3 cul-de-sac located two biocks east of Wright Avenua, on the south side of Cascade Drive.
That house, a Craftsman bungalow, was bulit by the Christiansen family in 1911, Joseph
Trentadue was an orchardist growing cherrles and apficots and maintained his Sunnyvale
orchard unt sometime in the early to mid 1950s. When the Lawsons purchased the house, the
“tandscaping” cansisted onty of the fruit trees of the orchard.

According to family members, Mr. Trentadue moved to Sunnyvale fram San Francisco in 1933
with thls wife, Irene, and son, Lea, who was then around 7 years old. The family is listed in the
1930 census it San Francisco, and bath parents are identified as italtan, he immigrating in 1812
and sha in 1823, He was working as a pattern maker in the bullding trades at that thme. The
family moved 1o Sunnyvale to farm, where they purchased the Christiansen house and farmed
archards that fronted on Wright Avenue. The orchards also encompassed the site of the house
at 1398 Wright Avenue, bul the cross street, Cascade Drive, had not yet bean developed
through his property. The old farmhouse house was otiented facing Wright Avenue, bt was set
back a distance from that street equivalent to two present day biocks.

Joseph's son, Leo Trentadue, grew up on the farm and married his wife, Evelyn, in August of
1950. The coupte rented a small apartment while his father built the house at 1338 Wright
Avenue at the present cornar of Cascade. When the house was completed in 1851, the
younger Trentadues took up residence in one of the housas and their parents livad in the cther.
Leo and Evelyn left Sunnnyvale 1959 when they purchased 208 acres of land in the Alexander
Vailey near Healdsburg. They planted vineyards and began praducing wine at thelr Trenkadue
winery. Some lime [ater, at jeast by the time they scld the house fo the Lawsons in 1362,
Juseph Trertadue and his wife moved to Bennett Valiey from Sunnyvale and refired there.

The oid Christiansen farmhouse is stlil on its original site, but has been enlarged and altered
and is now antored from Galloway Courl, a cul-de sac that was subsequently built with access
from Cascade Drive. An aertal photograph from January 1956, available at the Sunnyvale
library's website, shows the orchards removed, with Cascade Drive, Galloway Court and the
nearby stroels laid out and possibly still under construction. The ofd farmhouse is the oy
building visible in that quadrant southeast of the intersection of Cascade whero the orchard
stood. However, the block of Wright Avenus north of Gascade that includes the subject properly
at 1398 Wright Avenue was fully developed with houses by then, as was the large block south
of The Dalles that bordered the old orchard on the south.

Significance: This property was proposed for consideration as an historic resource for its
potential design significance rather than its historical significance. Under the provigions of
Sunnyvale's Herllage Preservation Ordinance and Criteria for evaluation {Chapter 18.96,
Section 19.96.050), In order to be stgnificant for design, the property would have to be a huilding
or structure that meets one of the following criteria that are most relevant to design significance:
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{c} It embodies distinctive characterstios of a style, type, period or method of sonstruction
o7 is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or crafismanship,

{d} 1t is representative of the work of a notable builder, designer of architect;

(g} 1t embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship that
represents significant structurat or architecturat achievement or innovatian; or

(hy it is similar to other distinctive properties, sites, areas, or objects base on a historle,
culural or architectural metif,

The property is nat an example of a distinctive style, type period or method of construction, nor
does it use indigenous materlals or craftsmanship. It is not the work of a notable builder or
designer, nor does i embody & design or elements that represent significant structural or
architectural achigvement or innovatlon. The design is not simiiar to other distinctive properties,
nor does it appear to be based on a recognized architectural motif. Therefors, the property
does nat appear to be eligible for focal Sunnyvale listing as a Herltage Resource. As it does not
meaet these local thresholds for design significance, it would cleary not meset the mora atringent
requirements of the California Register of Historical Resources or the National Register of
Historic Places that recognize bulldings that “"smbody the distinctive characteristics of a lype,
period, or method of construction or that represent the work of & master.”

i also does not appear that the property wauld meet any of Sunnyvale’s othar ardinance criteria
i qualify for deslgnation for historical significance, as it is not the farmhouse associated with the
Trentadue's orchard or any eadior agricultural use of the property by the Christiansen family.
That house still exists at 1409 Gafloway Court and is already kisted on the City’s Heritage
Resourcos Inventory.

Recommendation: Since the property does not appear to possess design significance as
specified under the Heritage Preservation Ordinance, nor any other known historical
significance, the consultants recommend that no further action be taken to document or
designato the property as an historical resource. This report should be kept on file in the event
that questions regarding the potential significance of this properly arise In the future. A copy
shaukd also be placed in the file for 1409 Galloway Court, as the history of the Trentadue family
relates 1o that property as well.

Evaluation of Polential Heritage Resources Page 17
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19.96.050. Criterla for evaluation and nontination of heritage resources.

Any improvement, building, portion of buildings, siructures, signs, featuzes, sifes, seenic
aTeas, views, vistas, places, areas, landscapes, frovs, or other natural objeets o abjects of
scientific, aesthetic, sducational, polilical, social, cultural, archilectural, or bhistorical significance
cun be designated a heritagy resource by the city council and any area within the cily may be
desipnated a heritage resource district by the city council pursuant to provisions of this chapter if
it meets (he Crileria of the National Ruyister of Historic Places, or one or more of the following:

{a} it exemplifics or reflects special clemonls of the ¢ity’s cultural, secial, ceonomic, political,
aesthelic engineering, architeelural, or natural history;

(b) It is identified with persons or events significant in local, slate, or national history,

(¢} It cmbodies distinctive characteristics of a styls, 1ype, petiod, or methoed of consiruction, or
iz a valuable examplc of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship;

{d} Tt is representative ol the work of a notable builder, designer, ot architoel;

{c) L contributes to the significance of an histotic arca, being a geopraphically delinable area
possessing a conceniration of historic or scenic properties or thematically related grouping of
properties which contribute to each other and are unified assthetivally or by plan or physical
devclopment;

{1} Tt has a unique location ot singular physical chatacieristic or is a view or vista reprosenting an
established and fxmiliar visual feature of @ neighborhood, commmmily, or the city of Sunnyvale;

{g) It embodics clements of architecturs] design, detail, materials, or craflsmanship that represents
a sipmificant siructural or archilectural achievement or inmovalion,

{h) I is sienilar to ofher distinctive properties, sites, areas, or objeets based ona hiﬁtﬂl‘f{.':, cullural,
or architectaral motif;

{1) It veflects significant geugraphical patterns, incfu.ding {hose asspeiated with differend vras of
settlement and growih, particular fransporkation modes, or distinctive cxamples of park or
community planning;

{7} Il i3 one of the few remaining exampies in the city, region, state, or nation posscssing
distinguishing characicristics of an architeciural or histaric type or specimen,

(k) With respect to a local landmark, it is significant in that the resowce materially benefits the
historical characier of a neighborhood or arcy, or the resource in its localion represents an
cutablished and famitiar visual feature of the communily or cily.

(13 With respect to a local landmarle district, a collective high integrity of the district s cssential to
the suslained value of the separtlc mdividual resources; .

(m) With respect to 2 designated landmark and designated lendmark disirict, the heritage resource
shall meet (riteria of the National Repister of istorical Places, which are incomorated by
reference into this chapter, (Ord. 2623-99 § 1 {patl}: prior zoning code § 19.80.060).
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Statis . Pending

' Calendar - 2006
Year - . b

. NeworOld, New .

Title " New Resldentizt Heritage Districs - -

Lead Communlty Development
" Bepartment o : E

Elementor - Héritéée Presewatién_Sub-Elément
SubElement- ce

'E What are the key’ e!&ménts of ﬁ'le |ssue" What preelpftatad If.?

When the Eunnwaie Heritage Ressumes !nvantarv_.f WwWas crﬂa{ed in 19?5 ﬂ":eare wera
wo areas of oider homes that were identified as possible historic districls — the 100
block of Sunmyvale Avenus and the Crescent Avenus area. The Glty never took |
action o pretect these districis and- per tha years structures hawve- been iost
(demollshad or moved) from both’ areas therehy srgmﬂcamiy redumng or gfiminating
-theu' ?ﬂs‘lan&nunt&ﬁ and value. : . .

) Tha. Haritage Pr‘esewatmn CDmmtSEiDn has ldentified a need 16 suwey the City f{:r

- " possible remainiig historically -significant distrdcts so that the City can consider.
protected status  prier- to° potential - degradation. This study would Buthorize’ the
completion of a windshield survey to map any-residential.district that could poteniiafly -
contributs towards the- historical sigoificance -of Bunhyvale, The survey would ba -
completed by a consultant who woultd physlcally inventory sslected aress of the Gty
kmown to have historically sionificant bomes. The survey would also reguire some
res=arch to identfy homes previously oooupied by prominent members of Sunnyvale,
Finally, the survey would make a recommendation for sach distinct on whather or not
to pursue its Incorporation as & Sunnyvale Heritage District,

The study would a2iso review the cument historic stafus of the Heritaga Housing
Diistrict on the 500 blocks of Frances and Taaffe fo determine if the current zoning
and policy are adequste to protect this district and if the district warrants additional
protection by the Clty. Many of these homes are associated with prominent eary
ciftrens of Sunnwaie ur have architectural significance fo the Cfr:.r In recent yaarg
some structures in this peighborhood have heen elsvated in status to Local
Landmarks. '

2. How does this relate to the General Plan or existing City Palicy?

The Heritaga Presstvation Sub-Element
Polizy 6.3B.5 - Sesk out, catalng and evaluate haritage resources which may be

significant.

Goal 3.38.52 - Conduct surveys of oldar residential neighborhoods and those
containing homes buillf by wel known architects andfor containing homes of &
distinctive design 1o defermine # such homes and sireeiscapes should be
consldered for inclusion in the Cuftural Resolirces inventory. :

Boal 6,3B.5d - ‘Where it has besn determiped that a siruclure, streetscape, or

!
:
E
:
:
i
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other haritage resource sholld b considered for designation "as™a wiltifa
resotrce of as alandmark, institte the processto designate tham accordingly.

" PAMS Smdy [ssue

e TR

3. Origin of lssue
" Gouncll Member(s)
General Plan '
Clfy Staff -
Public [ U :
Board or Commission I-Fe[it_ag'e Presarvation Cun*r}_nissjﬁn .
: T 8oard or Cominisslon ranked this- =~ -~

study issue of '
Dl af :

Board or Commission ranking commenis.

4. _Mh!t!p!e"(ea} P-r_njéc:? Y_ss;': -F'Fénnéii Gurﬁpiafa Date 2007
.+ B, E-sﬂrﬁétgd_wnrk hours for c:::q_‘uplétinn of the study issue {use 5 or8-hour ip:;reﬁménis} -
-Cnmrﬁunlty.i_]éﬁg]apinetii' .Tﬁ'ﬁ-_ _
Flnance . - . AL T T
. _ , . _ :

Offica of the Cliy Atforney 20

Total Howrs - . 180

E. Expectod participation involved in'the study fasue process? _ . )

Vhat is the public partlcipation process?

Daogs Council need to approve a work plan? . _h_is_j

Daas this issue require reviaw by 4 Yes

Board/Commission? . o

If o, which? ' '

Herftage Preservation Commission

is a Councll Study Session anticipated? | No
i
]
T

Dutraach meetings wil bs conducted with affected andfor
interested property owners and business owners in the study

Breds.

7. Costof Study

Operating Budget Pragram covering casts
247 - Community Planning

Project Budget coverlng costs

Budget mod!fication $ amount needed for study

£8,000

Explaln below what the additional funding will be used far

The funds will be usad to hirs a consultant fo conduct 3 survey of the Ciy’s nelghbrhoods
which could be considersd to have historie vaive.

5. Potential fiscal Impact to Impiement recommandations in the Study approved by Councl] |
I
1
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INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES BEING CONSIDERED
FOR SUNNYVALE'S HERITAGE RESOURCES INVENTORY
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1020 E. AHWANEE AVENUE
270 5. BAYVIEW AVENUE
283 CTIARLES 5TREET
444 OLD 5AN FRANCISCO ROAD
1398 WIIGHT AVENUE




4
b T LA TR T Rt e B e e L
Et : B TR AT RSN TE

ATTACHMENT & ;

g

£
% 3N ; i
N eoavy - 1
A B \ 4
; Page of - q
. 1l =y . :‘QL

"Ii.:.;.,—""‘nme"h.ﬂ"ﬂ:mﬁﬂm:mﬁla‘mmﬂﬁﬁ??ﬁ5

MINUTES
SUNNYVALE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

The Heritage Preservation Comimission met in regular session in ihe Cypress Room, Senior
Center, 550 £ast Remingion Drive at 7:00 p.m. with Chair Jeanine S%aak presiding.
g

ey

The meeting was called fo order at 7:05 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Present: Chair Jeanine Stanek; Vice Chair Nancy MQEf: ’
David Sgueliati; Comm. Nirmala Vaidyanathan :

Absent: Comm. Frenchie Marsolais {unexcusedj:

Ryan Kuchenig, Associate Planner; Diana O'Dell Sémg"' fer: Nancy Stollz, Consuliant;
Joey Mariang, Recording Secretary s, E

e

i

Comm. Squeliati made a motion o excuse Comm. Verma from the March 3, 2008
meeting. Vice Chair McDonough seconded. Motion carried 5 - 0 with Comm. Marsolais
absent.

..........

Mone

PUBLIC AN

1 A. Approvaliof March 3, 2@@% Draft Minutes
pen Pl
: P
Chair Stanek not) Gh%ﬂ;g, %o Comm. Verma's unexcused absence to an excused absence.
Sy

T3

\made a motion to approve the Draft Minutes of March 3, 2009 with

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mone

PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS
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A. 2069-0149: Council Study Issue fo research and recommend whether the five properties
listed should be listed as Heritage Resources on the City of Sunnyvale’s Heritage
Resources Inventory.

1020 E. Ahwanee Avenus
283 Charles Street

270 S. Bayview Avenue

444 Old San Francisco Road
1398 Wright Avenue.

Chair Stanek discussed the public hearing process.

Diana O’'Del, project planner, presented the staff repg ahd described the fgﬂpﬂsﬂi She noted
staff's research efforts and concluded that the fivesproperties do not meetifie criteria to be on
the Heritage Resource nventory. She nated thatﬁlj;é’-‘?ﬂ?; Charles Street pro _ﬁ is connected
to Edwina Benner, first female mayor of Sunnyy | A 'wever the hn‘“%uas nat her
residence at the time she was mayar.

Chair Stanek opened the public he«'%}!ﬂ

ko ot mﬁ{“:?ﬁ“
'ﬂ'[e tﬁi@@i‘g Significarigeiof the property on 283 Charles
“‘SZEE[ _aiﬁ’ﬂ‘%rgale Rf[a;jgar Edwina Benner.

Vice Chair McDonguigh:asked abaut restrictions, specifically for gemolition.

Mr. Kuchenig referred to page 3 of & of the report noting restrictions to historic homes.

i Comm. Squellati made a motion to consider numinatmg 283 Charles Street as a l.ocal
Heritage Resource. Comm. Vaidyanathan seconded. Motion carried 5 - 0 with Comm.
Frenchie absent.

B. 2008-0926: New Residential Heritage Districts - The City of Sunnyvale is studying the
possibility of designating two nerghborhmds (Fairorchard and Southwood} as Heritage
Districts. Designation would include re-zoning the properties within these neighborhoods to
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add a Heritage ‘I’%using (HH) Combining District. This is the final phase of a 2006 study
which was intended to identify properties of historic significance within the City and provide
them with additional protection through Heritage Resource status

Nancy Stoltz, consultant, spoke about the history of the proposed Hefitage Housing Districts.

Ms. O'Dell presented the staff report. She noted that staff's recommendation was o not list
Southwood as a heritage disfrict and to list the Fairorchard neighborhood as a Heritage Housing
District. 2

Comm. Squellati asked staff if the homes have the single story:

y. Staff confirmed that the
single story overiay is now indefinite.

" Comm. Vaidyanathan asked about the homes that a_g%r_g@ contributors: Staff responded that

those homes would be included in the district, but nol d\_ﬁ as a contributers
e

Chair Stanek noted a correction on page 5 ol ﬁaf attachment A, noting thal
should state 1930's not 1940's. She asked staff Hillg EichEerﬁlgn Guidelines

with this recommendation, Staff responded no, thﬁ’iﬁ%ﬁf@_@fﬁﬁm& studies.
2y

he paragraph
Gid be in line

' ovetlay Wi m___;;ge eliminated if the neighborhood
ponded no an‘&?@g& the single- story overlay would

%

Comm. Squellati asked if the singlel§t
becomes a Heritage District. Ms. O'Dej

remain. W,
Comm. Vaidyanathan asked:=staff about the vere in a heritage district.
Chair Stanek apene&ﬁﬁﬁ%uhlic*

Ms. Stoltz noted cantext of the neighborhoods’ heritage.

Fracy Tripp, resident of 448 Vine, is opposed to the Heritage designation.

Netty Lambert, resident 1617 Edmonton Ave, bought their Eichter in 1858 and stated that she
is in favor of the heritage district proposal.

Chair Stanek closed the publlc hearing.
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Comm, McDongugh mofioned for alternative 1b for the Southwood neighborhood.
Comm. Squellati secondsd. Notion carried 5 - 0 with Comm. Marsolais absent.

Vice Chair McDanaﬁgh motioned for alternative 2a ragardihg the Fairorchard |
neighborhood. Comm. Vaidyanathan seconded. Motion carried § — 0 with Comm.

Marsolais absent.

Mr. Kuchenig sumfnaﬁzed'ﬂae motions to the Commissioners and noted these items will be
going fo Planning Commission on Aprid 27 and City Councit o ay 12, 2008 with the
recommendations. i

NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS

Mr. Kuchenig noted that City Council approved the Taﬁﬁs—ﬁances Dés:g Guidelines.
o

INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Mone
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at $:00 p.m.

Respesffully submitted,

2
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