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Council Meeting: May 5, 2009 

SUBJECT: Adopt a Resolution to Authorize the Filing of the Fiscal Year 
2009/10 Transportation Development Act Article 3 Application for 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Projects 

REPORT IN BRIEF 
The Transportation Development Act (TDA) is a source of funds created by State 
legislation which annually returns to each region in the State 1/4 of 1% of sales 
tax revenues which are to be used for transportation projects. A portion of these 
funds are earmarked for bicycle and pedestrian projects. In order to receive funds 
in the 2009/10 funding cycle, the City of Sunnyvale must submit potential 
projects to the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) and to the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC). In FY 2009/10, $207,294 is 
guaranteed to the City for eligible projects.  Additional funding may be secured 
through the VTA’s discretionary Bicycle Expenditure Program for qualifying 
projects.  The MTC requires that the City Council adopt a resolution to 
authorize filing for FY 2009/10 TDA funding for a Residential and School Area 
Sidewalk project (based on the Pedestrian Safety and Opportunities Study), 
and a Mary Avenue Bicycle Lanes (Street Space Allocation) Design Study.  
 
BACKGROUND 
TDA funds are processed through the VTA and MTC.  Seventy percent of the 
annual allocation is guaranteed to Member Agencies based on the most recent 
California Department of Finance population estimates.  These funds may be 
used for any eligible project. VTA has estimated that the City of Sunnyvale will 
receive $207,294 for eligible projects in Fiscal Year 2009/10.   
 
Thirty percent of the annual allocation to Santa Clara County jurisdictions is 
dedicated to projects which have been approved for inclusion in the VTA’s 
Countywide Bicycle Expenditure Program (BEP). In FY 09/10, there is $988,144 
in BEP TDA Article 3 funding.  Eligible City projects include Mary Avenue Bike 
Lanes, Maude Avenue Bike Lanes, Sunnyvale East Channel Trail, Bernardo 
Avenue/Caltrain Bicycle and Pedestrian Undercrossing, and a Stevens Creek 
Trail Connector.  
 
Projects must be reviewed by the City Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Commission, must be in an approved bicycle plan, must have environmental 
clearance prior to expenditure (for construction projects only), must have an 
authorizing resolution, and must be able to begin construction within one year.  
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The VTA prioritizes the submitted projects and then submits their list of 
recommended projects to MTC for approval.  
 
The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) considered FY 
2009/10 TDA candidate projects at its April 16, 2009 meeting.  The BPAC 
supports the staff recommendation.  A Notice of Exemption has been filed for 
he Residential and School Area Sidewalks Project. t 

EXISTING POLICY 
The following documents contain policy direction on this issue. 

Land Use and Transportation Element C3.5.4, Maximize the provision of 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

Bicycle Plan BP.B3, The City of Sunnyvale shall pursue all available funding 
options for bicycle facility construction and improvements. 

Fiscal Sub-Element 7.1B.4d, Pursue and use intergovernmental assistance for 
projects in the Ten-Year Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
DISCUSSION
The determination of candidate TDA Article 3 projects for FY 2009/10 was 
based on review of budgeted projects in the Resource Allocation Plan, as well as 
unbudgeted projects, review of TDA eligibility requirements, consideration of 
the Pedestrian Safety and Opportunities Study, Bicycle Capital Improvement 
Program and Bicycle Plan, and Commission members' and staff's knowledge of 
bicycle and pedestrian facility needs in the City. This report requests that 
Guarantee TDA funds be used to initiate residential and school area sidewalk 
improvements identified in the recently approved Pedestrian Safety and 
Opportunities Study, and a BEP application be submitted for a Mary Avenue 
Bike Lanes Design Study.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
TDA Article 3 is a program that reimburses cities for the incurred costs of 
selected projects.  No local matching funds are required for Guarantee Fund 
projects.  A 20% local match is required for BEP projects. Matching funds are 
proposed from the City’s Transportation Grant Matching Funds capital project.  
The VTA estimates the City will receive funds in the amount of $207,294 from 
the City Guarantee Fund apportionment. New revenue constitutes a positive 
fiscal impact.   
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City’s official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, in the Council Chambers lobby, in the 
Office of the City Clerk, at the Library, Senior Center, Community Center, and 
Department of Public Safety; posting the agenda and report on the City’s Web 
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site; and making the report available at the Library and the Office of the City 
Clerk.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 
1.  Adopt the attached resolution authorizing the filing of a project application 

with the VTA and MTC for allocation of Transportation Development Act 
funds for FY 2009/10 for pedestrian/bicycle projects. 

 
2. Adopt a candidate project list different than the staff and BPAC-

recommendation.  Because of extremely tight deadlines for submittal of 
grant applications, this may require the City to bank funds to FY 
2010/2011. 

 
3.  Do not take action at this time and forfeit TDA funds for 2009/10. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission recommend 
Alternative 1: Adopt the attached resolution authorizing the filing of a project 
application with the VTA and MTC for allocation of Transportation 
Development Act funds for FY 2009/10 for pedestrian/bicycle projects.  
 
Staff and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission have considered 
potentially eligible projects for TDA funding, and found that the following 
projects will be eligible for 2009/2010 TDA Article 3 funds:  Residential and 
School Area Sidewalks and Mary Avenue Bicycle Lanes Design Study. 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Marvin A. Rose Director, Public Works 
Prepared by: Jack Witthaus, Transportation and Traffic Manager 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
       
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 
A.  Resolution Approving FY 2009/10 TDA Article 3 Application 
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