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Council Meeting: August 4, 2009 
 
 

SUBJECT:   Consider City Co-Sponsorship of Pet Parade 
 
The purpose of this report is to request Council to consider City co-sponsorship 
of the second annual Pet Parade in downtown Sunnyvale. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Prior to 2008, the last time a pet parade was held in Sunnyvale was 1955. In 
recent history, on Saturday, October 25, 2008, Sunnyvale Downtown 
Association brought a Pet Parade back to Sunnyvale.  The second annual 
Sunnyvale Howl’oween Pet Parade and Faire will take place on Sunday, 
October 25, 2009. Consistent with RTC#08-257, staff recommends City co-
sponsorship of this annual event. (See Attachment A) 
 
EXISTING POLICY 
Many policies, goals and action strategies in the Arts, Heritage Preservation, 
Recreation and Open Space, Community Design and Community Engagement 
Sub-elements lend policy support to the City in fostering community events. 
 
Council Policy 7.218 Special Events 
 
Community Engagement Sub-element 
  

Policy C.2 – Encourage celebrations which help to create a strong, 
positive community identity and recognize cultural diversity. 

 
Social Economic Sub-element 
 
 Policy 5.1B3 - Monitor the effect of City policies on business 

development and consider the effects of the overall health of business 
within the City. 

 
DISCUSSION 
The Howl’oween Pet Parade and Faire is a unique event designed to build a 
stronger sense of community in the downtown area of Sunnyvale. The Annual 
Pet Parade Study Issue was ranked #4 of 5 in the Parks and Recreation 
Department’s list of issues to be studied in 2008. The event was organized by 
the Sunnyvale Downtown Association and successfully held in October 2008 
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with $6,158.72 of in-kind services provided by the City of Sunnyvale as an 
event co-sponsor. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The fiscal impact is restricted to in-kind services, and shall not exceed a value 
of $7,000. Consistent with last year’s event, sponsorship includes adding the 
City of Sunnyvale’s name to the list of sponsors and using the name for 
advertising the event. Elected and appointed officers may participate in the 
parade. Financial impacts would be minimal, and limited to only staff time for 
public safety presence, for security purposes, traffic control and to have City K-
9’s be included in the pet parade and other departments participate if they so 
chose. Limited administrative support may be needed to coordinate the City 
part of co-sponsorship and could be absorbed in the Community Resources 
budget, Program 725, responsible for managing community events.  
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 

1. Approve City co-sponsorship of second annual Howl’oween Pet Parade 
and Faire scheduled for October 24, 2009. 

 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Robert Walker, Assistant City Manager 
Prepared by: Patricia Lord, Community Resources Manager 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 
A.  RTC #08-257 Consideration of a City Co-sponsorship of a Pet Parade 
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