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Council Meeting: November 17, 2009 
 
 

SUBJECT:   Award of Contract for Liquid Chlorine and Liquid Sulfur 
Dioxide (#F0909-28) 

 
BACKGROUND 
Approval is requested to award a one-year contract, in an amount not-to-
exceed $202,748, to Sierra Chemical Company of Sparks, Nevada, for the 
provision of liquid chlorine and liquid sulfur dioxide for use in the wastewater 
and recycled water treatment processes at the Water Pollution Control Plant 
(WPCP). 
 
DISCUSSION 
The City buys liquid chlorine and liquid sulfur dioxide in bulk to reduce unit 
costs.  Because both of these materials are volatile and create safety risks 
when stored in bulk, the WPCP stores the chemicals in one-ton containers, 
which strikes a balance between improved safety and favorable pricing.  
 
Bid specifications were prepared by Public Works and Purchasing staff, three 
potential suppliers were directly notified and the bid document was advertised 
on the City’s Internet site and broadcast to potential suppliers through the 
Onvia DemandStar public procurement network.  Sealed bids were publicly 
opened on October 21, 2009. 
 
One responsive and responsible bid was received from Sierra Chemical 
Company of Sparks, Nevada.  The bid prices were as follows: liquid chlorine, 
$459/ton and sulfur dioxide, $472.21/ton.  These prices represent significant 
decreases from the current pricing of $529.90 for liquid chlorine and $490.90 
for sulfur dioxide.  However, the previous year’s prices were much lower at 
$419.90 for liquid chlorine and $415.90 for sulfur dioxide.  Market prices are 
expected to remain volatile.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Budgeted funds are available in Program 344 – Wastewater Treatment.   
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  



Award of Contract for Liquid Chlorine and Liquid Sulfur Dioxide (#F0909-28) 
November 17, 2009 

Page 2 of 2 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Council award a one-year contract, in substantially the 
same form as the attached draft purchase order, and in an amount not to 
exceed $202,748 to Sierra Chemical Company of Sparks, Nevada. 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Mary J. Bradley, Director of Finance 
Prepared by: Pete Gonda, Senior Management Analyst, Finance 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Marvin Rose, Director of Public Works 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 

A. Draft Blanket Purchase Order 
 
 




