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 Council Meeting: February 23, 2010 
 
 

SUBJECT:  Appropriation of Emergency Management Performance Grant 
Funds and Approval of Budget Modification No. 21 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Federal Emergency Management Administration [FEMA] provides grant 
funding each year to states through the Emergency Management Performance 
Grant [EMPG].  The purpose of EMPG is to assist with the enhancement, 
sustainment and improvement of state, local, and tribal emergency 
management programs.  FEMA provides EMPG funding to support the key 
components of a comprehensive national emergency management system for 
disasters and emergencies that may result from natural disasters and 
accidental or man-caused events.  Activities conducted using EMPG funding 
should relate directly to the four elements of emergency management:  
prevention, protection, response, and recovery 
 
The State of California distributes funding to counties (Operational Areas) 
based on population and on potential threats.  As a sub-grantee of Santa Clara 
County, the Department of Public Safety (DPS) is eligible to receive EMPG 
Grant funds to support prevention and preparedness goals.   
 
EXISTING POLICY 
4.1 Law Enforcement Sub-Element 
 
Goal 4.1A: Provide a safe and secure environment for people and property in 
the community.  
 
Action Statement 4.1A.1d: Maintain, train and equip special response teams 
for extraordinary or extremely hazardous emergency incidents. 
 
Goal 4.1B: Provide community oriented services that are responsive to citizen’s 
needs in traditionally non-criminal areas. 
 
Policy 4.1D.2: Provide effective and efficient management of Public Safety 
resources in order to meet the needs of: The community, the internal 
organization, and those mandated by regional, State, and Federal agencies.  
 
Action Statement 4.1D.2b: Develop proposals and apply for appropriate 
governmental grants. 
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DISCUSSION 
Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) 
For FY 2009, the Governor’s Emergency Management Administration [CalEMA] 
awarded the County an Emergency Management Performance Grant in the 
amount of $294,110 for the purpose of managing emergency planning.  The 
City was allocated, on a per capita basis, a sum of $23,155.   
 
Of this allocation, DPS has identified expenditures to utilize the funds for the 
enhancement of Sunnyvale’s preparedness efforts.  DPS is currently working 
with 2008 EMPG funds to enhance the capabilities of the Community 
Emergency AM Radio Broadcast System.  It is anticipated that this will be 
completed in February of 2010. 
 
A key component of the broadcast system is community notification.  DPS and 
the Department of Public Works, Traffic and Transportation Department 
Division are working together to utilize the messaging capabilities of existing 
digital radar signs that have been installed in neighborhoods around the city.  
This requires the creation of a Wi-Fi and/or radio network that will allow DPS 
and Traffic & Transportation staff to remotely place digital messages on the 
sign boards.  These messages will be designed to instruct the public to tune to 
the broadcast system for information.  2009 EMPG funding in the amount of 
$23,155 will be applied to the completion of the radio network notification 
system.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
EMPG grant guidelines allow funds to be used for either program 
improvements or to offset program expenditures.  Staff is recommending that 
the 2009 EMPG funding be used for the completion of the City’s radio network 
notification system.  Budget Modification No. 21 has been prepared to 
appropriate $23,155 in EMPG funding to a new project.  
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Budget Modification No. 21 

FY 2009/2010 
 
 Current Increase/ 

(Decrease) 
Revised 

General Fund    
Revenues    
Santa Clara County - 
EMPG 

$0 $23,155 $23,155 

    
Expenditures    
New Project -  
2009 EMPG Augmentation 

$0 $23,155 $23,155 

    
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 
1. Approve Budget Modification No. 21 to appropriate EMPG funds. 
 
2. Do not approve Budget Modification No. 21 to appropriate EMPG funds. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends Alternative #1:  Approve Budget Modification No. 21 to 
appropriate the EMPG monies for the local emergency preparedness efforts. 
 
  
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Don Johnson, Director, Public Safety 
Prepared by: Douglas Moretto, Captain 
 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Mary J. Bradley, Director, Finance 
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Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments: 
 
A. 2009 EMPG Memorandum of Understanding 


















