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Council Meeting: March 23, 2010 

SUBJECT: Approval of Resolution of Support for an East Channel Trail 
Grant Application   

BACKGROUND 

The Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) has a program called the Trails 
and Open Space Grant Program that provides funds for efforts to create public 
access along creeks and flood control channels.  The City has planned for a 
mixed use trail along the East Channel from the John W. Christian Greenbelt 
to Tasman Drive as part of its Tasman/Fair Oaks Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 
(See Attachment A – Location Map).  This project is eligible for funding through 
the SCVWD program.  Total project cost is estimated at $945,000.  The 
program requires a 25% local match ($236,250).  Staff intends to apply for a 
$708,750 grant.  The program requires a resolution of support from the City 
Council (Attachment B).         
 
DISCUSSION 
The grant program resolution indicates local support for the grant applications, 
and identifies parties responsible for execution of agreements for funding.  Staff 
is requesting that the City Council approve the attached Resolution 
(Attachment B) authorizing the City Manager to execute any necessary 
agreements to realize grant funding for the East Channel Trail project. 
 
EXISTING POLICY 
Land Use and Transportation Element C3, Attain a transportation system that 
is effective, safe, pleasant and convenient.  

Open Space and Recreation Sub-Element Policy 2.2.C.2.  Support public and 
private efforts in and around Sunnyvale to acquire, develop and maintain open 
space and recreation facilities and services for public use. 

Land Use and Transportation Element C3.7, Pursue local, state and federal 
transportation funding sources to finance City transportation capital 
improvement projects consistent with City priorities. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
There is no fiscal impact from approval of the resolution of support.  Should 
grant funding be awarded, there would be a requirement to provide local 
matching funds in the amount of $236,250.  Staff will return to Council for 
consideration of a budget modification to provide local matching funds in the 
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event that a grant is awarded.  Staff would likely recommend utilizing the City’s 
dedicated source in the Capital Projects Fund/Traffic Mitigation Sub-fund that 
is specifically for the purpose of providing local matching funds.  There are not 
enough funds budgeted for this purpose in FY 2009/10 or 2010/11, so 
dedicated local matching funds would  be utilized from funds budgeted in FY 
2011/12 and 2012/13.  There may be an opportunity to use other local 
matching funds as well pending the outcome of other projects.  In the event a 
grant is awarded, staff will re-evaluate the capacity for local match funding as 
part of consideration of a budget modification to accept grant funding.    
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City’s official-
notice bulletin boards outside City Hall, in the Council Chambers lobby, the 
City Clerk’s office, at the Library, Senior Center, Community Center, and 
Department of Public Safety; posting the agenda and report on the City’s Web 
site; and making the report available at the Library and Office of the City Clerk. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
1. Approve the Resolution of Support for a SCVWD Trails and Open Space 

Grant Program application stating the City’s understanding of the funding 
process and authorizing the City Manager to execute contracts and 
agreements should funding be awarded.   

2. Do not take action at this time and forfeit the opportunity for Santa Clara 
Valley Water District trails grant funds.   
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1: Approve the Resolution of Support for a 
SCVWD Trails and Open Space Grant Program application stating the City’s 
understanding of the funding process and authorizing the City Manager to 
execute contracts and agreements should funding be awarded.   

 
Approval of the Resolution of Support will provide the City an opportunity to 
compete for grant funds for a planned trail project in Sunnyvale.  
 
Reviewed by:   
 
 
 
Marvin A. Rose, Director of Public Works 
Prepared by: Jack Witthaus, Transportation and Traffic Manager 
 
                                                  
 
Approved by: 
 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
 
Attachments: 

A. Project Location Map 
B. Resolution of Support, Trails and Open Space Grant Program 
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 
TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE GRANT 

PROGRAM 
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RESOLUTION NO. ______ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS 
FOR THE TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE GRANT UNDER 
THE CLEAN, SAFE CREEKS AND NATURAL FLOOD 
PROTECTION PROGRAM OF 2000 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Santa Clara Valley Water District has enacted the Trails and Open Space 
Grant Program, which provides funds for planning activities for protection, enhancement or 
restoration of healthy creek and bay ecosystems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Santa Clara Valley Water District’s Watershed Planning Unit has been 
delegated the responsibility for the administration of the grant program, setting up necessary 
procedures; and  
 
 WHEREAS, said procedures established by the Santa Clara Water District require 
Grantee’s Governing Body to certify by resolution the approval of Grantee to apply for Trails 
and Open Space Grant Program funds, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Grantee will enter into an Agreement with the Contract and with the Santa 
Clara Valley Water District;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SUNNYVALE hereby: 
 
 1. Approves the filing of an Application for local assistance funds from the Trails 
and Open Space Grant Program under the Clean, Safe Creeks and Natural Flood Protection 
Program of 2000; and  
 
 2. Certifies that the Applicant has or will have sufficient funds to operate and 
maintain the Project(s); and 
 
 3. Certifies that the Applicant has reviewed, understands and agrees to the Special 
Provisions, General Provisions and Financial Provisions contained in the Agreement; and  
 

4. Appoints the City Manager as agent to conduct all negotiations, execute and 
submit all documents including, but not limited to Applications, agreements, payment requests 
and so on, which may be necessary for the completion of Project(s). 
 

Adopted by the City Council at a regular meeting held on ________________, 2010, by 
the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 



ATTACHMENT B 

Resolutions\2010\Trails & Open Space Grant 2 

 
ATTEST: APPROVED: 
  
  
____________________________________ ________________________________ 

City Clerk Mayor 
(SEAL) 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
David E. Kahn, City Attorney 
 
 
 




