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SUBJECT:  Update #3 Regarding Morse Avenue Park Site Development 
(Information Only) 

On May 25, 2010, the City Council was notified of the preliminary findings 
from the environmental analysis conducted on the future Morse Avenue 
Neighborhood Park site. (RTC No.10-132, Update Regarding Morse Avenue Park 
Sites Development – Information Only.) The findings showed lead and arsenic 
in shallow soil on the site at concentrations above regulatory screening criteria, 
most likely from applications of lead-arsenate as a pesticide when the site was 
previously used as an orchard.  

At the City Council’s request, this report is presented to serve as a progress 
report on the actions that have been taken and are underway to keep the 
project moving forward. 

• On Thursday, June 17, 2010, at the invitation of the Morse Avenue 
Neighborhood Association, staff from the Departments of Public Works and 
Community Services met with Association members to answer questions 
regarding the environmental assessment noted in the May 25, 2010, report 
mentioned above.  

• On June 29, 2010, the City Council approved additional consulting and 
testing services from Erler & Kalinowski, Inc. (EKI), the environmental 
consultant for the Morse Avenue Park project, to better determine the extent 
of the soils contamination and remediation options.  

• During the month of July 2010, EKI took several samples from various 
locations throughout the site including the collection of soil samples from 
various depths beneath each of the five existing building floor slabs. 

• As of August 23, 2010, EKI has completed the analysis of the samples and 
has prepared a report stating various remediation options and related cost 
estimates for the City to use to develop its plan of action to abate the 
hazards and develop the park. Staff anticipates this plan will be ready to 
present to the City Council for approval by September 28, 2010. 

 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior Center, 
Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making the 
agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of the 
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City Clerk, Senior Center, Community Center, Department of Community 
Services Administration, and on the City's Web site.  
 
Copies of this report were also provided to the presidents of the nearby 
Neighborhood Associations, to local residents who have contacted the City in 
regards to the status of the Morse Avenue Park project and to the “Friends of 
Parks and Recreation” email list (a list of organizations and individuals who 
have expressed an interest in Parks and Recreation issues). 
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