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SUBJECT:  Consideration of Senator Alquist's Request to Waive Senior 
Center Rental Fees for Women's Forum 
 
BACKGROUND 
On August 31, 2010, Senator Alquist presented a letter to Mayor Melinda 
Hamilton requesting that rental fees for use of the Sunnyvale Senior Center be 
waived for the Women’s Health Forum, an event hosted by the Senator’s office 
and planned in February at the Sunnyvale Senior Center in 2011 and 2012. 
(Reference Attachment A). The 2011 event would be the third year in a row this 
event is planned in Sunnyvale. The Women’s Health Forum is promoted by the 
Senator as “an event dedicated to the constituents of District 13 who are most 
in need and allows access to free health services. The event brings together 
various non-profit organizations that provide information on nutrition and 
fitness, healthy awareness and consumer protection.” Before responding to the 
Senator’s letter, the Mayor requested staff to return to the City Council with a 
recommendation. 
 
EXISTING POLICY 
From Fiscal Sub-Element: 
User Fees: 
B.5.1 User fees should be used to recover the cost of services that benefit 

specific segments of the community.  
 
B.5.5 The City Council may determine for any service whether a subsidy from 

the General Fund is in the public interest.   
 
Community Recreation Fund Policies: 
I.2a.2 Any increase in service levels by City Council not covered by an increase 

in revenues will result in a corresponding increase to the General Fund 
subsidy. 

 
I.2a.3 Any action by City Council to decrease revenues of the Community 

Recreation Fund not covered by a decrease in operating costs will result 
in a corresponding increase to the General Fund subsidy. 

  
I.2b.2 User fees for recreation services shall be set administratively by the 

Director of Community Services in accordance with a documented 
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methodology that depicts a relationship to cost recovery, market forces, 
and adjustments based on such factors as: 

• Perceived benefit to the community 
• Pricing which favors Sunnyvale residents over non-residents 
• Target populations 
• Promotional and marketing considerations 

  
DISCUSSION 
The Women’s Health Forum is a single day event hosted by Senator Alquist’s 
office. The planned event is scheduled at the Sunnyvale Senior Center during 
prime time hours which begin on Friday at 6:00 p.m. and continue through 
Saturday and Sunday. The current rental fees for prime time use of the 
Sunnyvale Senior Center and similar facilities on the Community Center 
campus are: 
 
Sunnyvale Senior Center  
Orchard Pavilion:  $300.00/ hour, four hour minimum 
Classroom: $75.00/ hour (no minimum) 
 
Community Center 
Ballroom: $200.00 / hour, four hour minimum 
Classroom: $75.00/ hour (no minimum)  
 
In 2009, the City’s Community Recreation Fund received $2,700 in rental fees 
for the Women’s Health Forum, for a six hour reservation of the Senior Center’s 
Orchard Pavilion and two classroom spaces, the standard rate charged for 
prime time use of these facilities. In 2010, a 5.5 hour reservation was made for 
this event at the Orchard Pavilion plus the use of three classroom spaces for 
3.5 hours each. The prime time rate for use of these facilities was $ 2,437.50 
plus a refundable $500 damage deposit; however, the City Manager reduced 
these facility user fees to $1,468.75 after learning that a key sponsor of the 
event dropped out on short notice. The 2011 Women’s Health Forum is 
planned on a Saturday, reserving the same rooms for the same time period as 
the 2010 event; therefore, the rental fees are the same, $2,437.50 plus a $500 
refundable damage deposit.  
 
The City’s policies on setting user fees for recreation facilities and classes are 
found in the Fiscal Sub-element which states that user fees are set 
administratively by the Director of Community Services. The policies also 
provide that the City Council may determine for any service whether a subsidy 
from the General Fund is in the public interest, and that any action by City 
Council to decrease revenues of the Community Recreation Fund not covered 
by a decrease in operating costs will result in a corresponding increase to the 
General Fund subsidy. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 
In Fiscal Year 2009/2010, the Recreation Division received over $350,000 from 
facility rental fees for Community Center facilities, which is 10% of all revenue 
derived from Recreation rents and fees. While the impact from waiving the 
facility user fees for one event would not, in itself, significantly reduce overall 
revenues, the hard costs of staff salaries to set up, take down and clean can 
range from $800 to $900 for this type of event, and incidental costs of utilities 
and wear and tear will still need to be paid.  
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 
1. City Council approve Senator Alquist’s request and waive the facility rental 

fees for the Women’s Health Forum in February 2011 and 2012.  

2. City Council decline Senator Alquist’s request that facility rental fees be 
waived for the Women’s Health Forum in February 2011 and 2012. 

3. Other action as determined by Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff makes no specific recommendation other than that Council consider the 
current and future financial implications of waiving fees for this event, and the 
precedent it may set for waiving fees for future worthy community events.  
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Robert A. Walker, Assistant City Manager 
Prepared by: Cathy E. Merrill, Assistant to Director of Community Services 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 
A.  Letter dated August 31, 2010 to City Council from Senator Alquist 
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