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NO:  10-248 
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Council Meeting: September 14, 2010 
 

SUBJECT:   City Positions on League of California Cities’ 2010 Annual Resolutions 
(Information Only) 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City has received the League of California Cities’ (League) Annual Conference 
Resolutions Packet (Attachment A). Staff has reviewed the proposed resolutions and is 
recommending positions consistent with City policy. This report is presented as 
Information Only because current City policy addresses all six issues and no additional 
Council action is required. This report provides Councilmembers who serve on policy 
committees, the resolutions committee, or as the City's voting delegate/alternates, 
guidance on how to vote on these issues. 
 
EXISTING POLICY 
General Plan Goal 7.3.C: Participate in intergovernmental activities, including 
national, state, and regional groups, as a means to represent the City’s interests, 
influence policy and legislation, and enhance awareness. 
 
DISCUSSION 
This report transmits the League’s Resolution Packet (Attachment A) which contains the 
proposed resolutions to be considered at the League’s Annual Conference in San Diego 
in mid-September. The 2010 Resolutions Summary Chart (Attachment B) includes a 
description of each resolution, department analysis, and staff recommendation. The 
resolutions and staff recommendations are summarized below.  
 
Resolution #1, League of California Cities Bylaws Amendments 
This resolution supports the proposed amendments to the League bylaws. These 
amendments would encourage diversity on the Board, increase the number of at-large 
seats on the Board from 10 to 12, would confirm the role of Board members, and clarify 
terms of prohibited transactions for Board members. (SUPPORT) 
 
Resolution #2, The National Let’s Move Campaign 
This resolution encourages the existing 480 California cities to adopt preventative 
measures to fight obesity as set forth by the First Lady of the United States of America, 
to sign-up with the United States Department of Health and Human Services, and to: 1. 
Help parents make healthy family choices; 2. Create healthy schools; 3. Provide access 
to healthy and affordable foods; and 4. Promote physical activity. (SUPPORT) 
 
Resolution #3, Deferred Action on AB 32 and SB 375 
This resolution would reverse recent action by the League Board to defer action on 
specific recommendations developed by four League Policy Committees and a Board-
appointed Task Force which recommended specific actions by the Governor and the 
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California Air Resources Board to delay deadlines and take other actions with respect to 
AB 32, and to suspend or delay the implementation of SB 375 until state funding is 
provided for the implementation of its mandates. (OPPOSE) 
 
Resolution #4, Responsible Banking 
This resolution encourages municipalities to require transparent, responsible banking 
from the financial institutions receiving city funds. It also proposes that the League 
serve as a clearinghouse of information on the responsible banking initiatives of 
municipalities across the country, such as those of Philadelphia, Cleveland, Los Angeles 
and Carson, California. (DO NOT VOTE on this item.) 
 
Resolution #5 Unfunded State Mandates 
This resolution urges the League to work with its member cities and other local 
government partners to identify situations in which local governments must increase 
fees or taxes to meet state mandated requirements and to work with these partners to 
suspend or eliminate these mandates until the economy improves. (SUPPORT) 
 
Resolution #6 Enhancing Public Safety While Driving a Motor Vehicle 
This resolution encourages cities to promote safe driving across California and to 
educate the public about the dangers of texting while driving. (SUPPORT) 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The resolutions will not have a direct fiscal impact on the City.  
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-notice 
bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior Center, Community Center 
and Department of Public Safety; and by making the agenda and report available at the 
Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
Reviewed by:  
 
 
Robert Walker, Assistant City Manager 
Prepared by: Yvette Blackford, Intergovernmental Relations Officer 
 
Approved by:  
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 

A. League of California Cities Annual Conference Resolutions Packet   
B. 2010 Resolutions Summary Chart 





                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                       ATTACHMENT A



                                                                      LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES 2010 RESOLUTIONS SUMMARY CHART                                           ATTACHMENT B              

#  Source 
Subject / Review 

Committee 
Summary 

Lead Department / City Policy /  
City Analysis 

Proposed 
Council Action 

1  League 
Board of 
Directors 

League Bylaws 
Amdts / 
Admin. 

Services Policy 
Committee 

This resolution proposes to make specified 
changes to the League bylaws by amending 
referenced sections: 
• Amendment to Article VII, Section 1. Board 

of Directors to encourage diversity on the 
Board. 

• Amendment to Article VII, Section 2. 
Composition of Board of Directors to 
increase the number of at‐large seats on the 
Board from 10 to 12. 

• Amendment to Article VII, Section 5. 
Nomination Process to address the 
appointment of substitute nominating 
committee members.  

• Amendment to Article XIV, Section 1 (new 
section). Conflicts of Interest to confirm that 
Board members and policy committee 
members are expected to make decisions in 
the best overall interests of cities statewide.  

• Amendment to Article XIV, Section 4 (new 
section). Ethical Considerations to clarify 
that the items described as prohibited 
transactions represent the floor and not the 
ceiling for standards of ethical conduct.  

Lead Department: OCM 
 
City Policy: 
• Council Policy 7.3 Legislative Management Policy 

7.3C.1 Represent City policy in intergovernmental 
activities in accordance with adopted policy 
guidelines. 

 
Analysis:  
The City, as a member of the League of California Cities, 
should support efforts made by the LCC Board of 
Directors to make the Bylaws a more efficient document.  

Based on 
existing City 

Policy, 
SUPPORT the 
resolution 

2  League 
Board of 
Directors 

The National 
Let’s Move 
Campaign / 
Community 

Services Policy 
Committee 

This resolution encourages the existing 480 
California cities to adopt preventative measures 
to fight obesity as set forth by the First Lady of 
the United States of America; be encouraged to 
sign‐up with the United States Dept. of Health 
and Human Services regional office as a Let’s 
Move city; and are encouraged to: (1) help 
parents make healthy family choices; (2) create 
healthy schools; (3) provide access to healthy and 
affordable foods; and (4) promote physical 
activity. 

Lead Department: DCS 
 
City Policy: 
• Council Policy 2.2.1 Open Space and Recreation 

Policy 2.2.B. The City strives to develop and 
implement passive and active recreation and 
enrichment programs that: 
o provide constructive opportunities for fitness, 

well‐being, healthy coping and stress 
management; and, 

o encourage creative expression, education, skill 
development, and personal enrichment; 

o contribute to the creation of a healthy 

Based on 
existing City 

Policy, 
SUPPORT the 
resolution. 
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Subject / Review  Lead Department / City Policy /   Proposed 

#  Source  Summary 
Committee  City Analysis  Council Action 

community; and 
o promote community participation in recreation 

for all ages. 
• Council Policy 5.1.1 Socio‐Economic Policy 5.1H.10: 

Encourage adequate provision of health care services 
to Sunnyvale residents. 

 
Analysis: The City currently has Council Policies which 
support the goals of this LCC Resolution. 

3  Desert/ 
Mountain 
Division 

Deferred 
Action on AB 
32 and SB 375 

/  
Env. Qual., 
Hous., 

Community 
and Econ. Dev., 
Revenue and 
Taxation, & 
Trans., 

Comms., and 
Public Works 

policy 
committees 

This resolution would reverse recent action by 
the League Board to defer action on specific 
recommendations developed by four League 
Policy Committees and a Board‐appointed Task 
Force which recommended specific actions by the 
Governor and the California Air Resources Board 
to delay deadlines and take other actions with 
respect to AB 32 and to suspend or delay the 
implementation of SB 375 until state funding is 
provided for the implementation of its mandates. 
 
Specifically, the resolution would: 
 1. Request that the Governor exercise his 
authority to delay individual AB 32 
implementation deadlines 
2. Request that the California Air Resources 
Board take the following three actions: 

• Revisit and update economic and growth 
assumptions used to estimate 2020 
business‐as‐usual emissions and 
recalculate AB 32 goal; 

• Consider local government costs in all 
future studies relating to AB 32 and SB 
375; and 

• Request that the SB 375 targets be set in 
a way to reflect the economy and scarce 
local resources. 

3. Support (but not sponsor) any legislation that 
would suspend or delay implementation of SB 

Lead Department: DPW 
 
In cooperation with:  
CDD, FIN, NOVA, OCM 
 
City Policy:  
• Council Policy 3.7.1 Air Quality  

o Goal 3.7A Improve Sunnyvale's Air Quality and 
reduce the exposure of its citizens to air 
pollutants 

o Policy C.4 Reduce Emissions from City of 
Sunnyvale fleet vehicles 

• Council Policy 3.5.1 Energy  
• Policy 3.2.4 Zero Waste 
• Policy 2.3.1 Housing and Community Revitalization 
 
Council Action:  
The City Council action on August 10, 2010, item 3. City 
Positions Regarding Propositions 23, et. al., was passed 6 
to 1 by the City Council, with Council taking a position to 
oppose Proposition 23, relating to suspension of air 
pollution control laws and GHG emissions until the 
economy improves. 
 
Analysis:  Council action is consistent with an Oppose 
position on this resolution. 

Based on 
Council 
action on 

August 10 to 
Oppose 

Proposition 
23, OPPOSE 

the 
resolution. 
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#  Source  Summary 
Committee  City Analysis  Council Action 

375 until there is funding and resources in place 
to implement individual mandates and 
requirements associated with the bill; and that 
the specific recommendations developed by the 
four policy committees and Task Force be 
considered by the General Assembly at the 
Annual Conference unless the Board of Directors 
reverses its deferred action stance on AB 32 and 
SB 375 and adopts the Task Force 
recommendations. 

4  Richard 
Alarcón, 
Council 
Member, 

Los 
Angeles 
and Karen 
Avilla, City 
Treasurer, 
Carson 

 

Responsible 
Banking / LCC 

Policy 
Committees: 

Hous., 
Community 

and Econ. Dev., 
& Revenue and 

Taxation, 
 
 

This resolution would strongly encourage 
municipalities to require transparent, responsible 
banking from the financial institutions receiving 
city funds. It would also urge the League of 
California Cities serve as a clearinghouse of 
information on the responsible banking initiatives 
of municipalities across the country, such as 
those of Philadelphia, Cleveland, Los Angeles and 
Carson, California, in order to help California 
cities interested in taking steps to increase 
transparent, responsible banking in their own 
communities. 

Lead Department: FIN 
 
City Policy: 
None.  
 
Analysis: Consistent with City action in 2009, staff 
recommends Council not vote on this item.  

DO NOT 
VOTE ON 
THIS ITEM. 

 
(Consistent 
with City 
action in 
2009, staff 

recommends 
Council not 
vote on this 

item.) 
5  City of 

Santa 
Clarita 

 

Unfunded 
State 

Mandates / 
Revenue And 
Taxation Policy 
Committee 

 

This resolution urges the League to work with its 
member cities and other local government 
partners to identify situations in which local 
governments must increase fees or taxes to meet 
state mandated requirements and to work with 
these partners to suspend or eliminate these 
mandates until the economy improves.  
 
Specifically, it proposes that: 
1.  The League of California Cities work with its 
member cities and other local government 
partners to identify situations in which local 
governments must increase fees or taxes to meet 
state mandated requirements; and 
2. The League of California Cities petition the 
Governor of the State of California and 

Lead Department: FIN 
 
City Policy:  
• Council Policy 7.3.2 Legislative Advocacy Positions 

7.0(2) and 7.0(4) 
• 2010 Sunnyvale Priority Issue #1, State and National 

Economic Crisis, "It is paramount that the City follow 
legislative proceedings closely and strongly hold an 
advocacy position that...Opposes any unfunded or 
under‐funded mandates." 

 
Analysis: The concern is that local governments are 
struggling with mandates placed upon them by the State 
of California. State regulatory agencies continue to 
impose requirements which may result in the need to 
increase local fees or taxes. The failure to implement the 

Based on 
existing City 

Policy, 
SUPPORT the 
resolution. 
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Subject / Review  Lead Department / City Policy /   Proposed 

#  Source  Summary 
Committee  City Analysis  Council Action 

Legislature of the State of California to suspend 
or eliminate certain state mandates until 
improvement of the national and California 
economy results in substantially lower statewide 
unemployment and fiscal solvency of the State of 
California and local governments; and 
3. The League of California Cities work with 
Members of Congress and the government of the 
United States to suspend or eliminate certain 
federal mandates, passed along to the states for 
implementation, until the improvement of the 
national economy results in substantially lower 
national unemployment and fiscal solvency of the 
United States, the State of California and local 
governments; and 
4. The League of California Cities will support 
legislation to suspend, eliminate, or otherwise 
modify the negative impacts of state mandates 
on local agencies, particularly in which a new 
local tax or fee or tax or fee increase is necessary 
to implement the mandate. 
 

regulatory requirements may result in substantial 
financial penalties to the local government. 
 
Resolution No. 5 deals with the issue of required state 
mandates in a time of economic uncertainty and high 
unemployment. It stipulates that it is appropriate to 
suspend or eliminate certain state mandates until such 
time as unemployment levels return to more traditional 
levels and local governments return to financial stability. 

6  City of Elk 
Grove 

 

Enhancing 
Public Safety 
While Driving 

A Motor 
Vehicle / 
Trans., 

Comms., and 
Public Works 

Policy 
Committee 

 

This resolution encourages cities to promote safe 
driving across California and the education of the 
general public about the dangers of texting while 
driving. 

Lead Department: DPS 
 
City Policy:  4.1A.5 — Facilitate the safe movement of 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles. 
 
Analysis:  One of the primary purposes of DPS is to 
ensure community safety by providing traffic 
enforcement and education to ensure the safe and 
orderly flow of traffic throughout the City.  Currently, 
texting while driving is illegal in the State of California.  
Enforcement of the no texting while driving law is part of 
DPS’ standard operations.  Education efforts are also part 
of DPS’ standard operations. 

Based on 
existing City 

Policy, 
SUPPORT the 
resolution. 
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