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NO:   10-317 
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Council Meeting: December 7, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:   Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) Agreement for 
Local Agency Participation in Bay Area-wide Trash Capture Demonstration 
Project Grant Contract 
 
REPORT IN BRIEF 
The city was issued a new, five-year Municipal Stormwater National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit in October 2009.  Provision 
C.10 of the permit requires municipalities to install and maintain a minimum 
number of full trash capture devices by July 1, 2014 to treat an area equivalent 
to 30% of the Retail/Wholesale Land that drains to the municipal storm sewer 
system.  For Sunnyvale, this means that 164 acres must be retrofitted with full 
trash capture devices to meet permit requirements. 
 
Also in October 2009, the San Francisco Estuary Partnership (SFEP) was 
awarded $5 million dollars in federal stimulus funds (American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)) to support the Bay Area Wide Trash Capture 
Demonstration Project.  The Project’s purpose is to allow cities to test different 
types of full trash capture devices, assist in compliance with the municipal 
stormwater permit requirements, and allow municipalities to share information 
and experiences with the devices selected. The project is managed by staff of 
the SFEP, under the auspices of the Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG).  
 
Adoption of the proposed contract agreement for grant funding through ABAG 
will provide the city with a portion of the funds needed to install full trash 
capture devices as required by the new stormwater permit.  Staff recommends 
approval of the proposed contract with ABAG to assist in compliance with the 
city’s stormwater NPDES permit Provision C.10. 
 
EXISTING POLICY 
Council Policy Manual 3.4.1: Surface Runoff:  “Protect Beneficial Uses of Creeks 
and South San Francisco Bay” and includes the following goal and policies: 
 
Policy 3.4A.2    Comply with regulatory requirements and participate in 

processes which may result in modifications to regulatory 
requirements. 

 
Policy 3.4A.3 Ensure that Best Management Practices (BMPs) are 

implemented to reduce the discharge of pollutants in 
stormwater to the maximum extent practicable. 
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Policy 3.4A.4 Effectively prohibit illicit discharges and improper disposal into 
the storm drain system. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
If awarded, the City will receive $102,000 in grant money to pay for the 
purchase and installation of full trash capture devices to assist in meeting the 
permit-required treatment of 164 acres.  There is no city matching fund 
requirement. This will save the city a portion of the capital funds that will be 
needed to comply with Provision C.10.  Other projects will be brought forward 
for CIP budget approval to cover the rest of the installations needed to meet 
Provision C.10.   
 
The City will be responsible for the long-term maintenance of the installed 
units and it is estimated that up to $15,000/year will be needed to meet 
manufacturer’s recommendations for inspection and cleaning, so as to prevent 
flooding and minimize by-pass of the treatment devices.  Storm drain inlet 
(SDI) inspection and cleaning costs for one-time per SDI per year are already 
included in the Public Works, Storm and Sewer Collection System budget.  
However, the installation of these devices may increase that maintenance 
frequency per SDI to three to four times per year per unit installed, depending 
upon its location and quantity of trash/debris accumulation in the size of the 
SDI being retrofitted. 
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
ALTERNATIVES 
1. Delegate authority to the City Manager to sign the ABAG grant contract 

before December 30, 2010 to provide the city with $102,000 to assist in the 
installation of full trash capture devices for compliance with Provision C.10 
of the NPDES stormwater permit (MRP). 

2. Request additional information and/or modified language for the proposed 
contract. 

3. Do not approve submission of the grant contract to ABAG.  Not adopting will 
require the city to fund the full cost for purchase and installation of full 
trash capture devices to meet the requirements of Provision C.10 of the 
NPDES stormwater permit (MRP). 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1: Delegate authority to the City Manager to 
sign the ABAG grant contract before December 30, 2010 to provide the city 
with $102,000 to assist in the installation of full trash capture devices for 
compliance with Provision C.10 of the NPDES stormwater permit (MRP). 
 
Acceptance of this funding will partially offset what the city will need to spend 
in order to comply with Provision C.10 of the stormwater permit, and may 
provide access to additional funding if other cities elect not to participate in the 
grant program, as those funds will be redistributed to participating agencies. 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Marvin A. Rose, Director, Department of Public Works 
Prepared by: Lorrie Gervin, Environmental Division Manager 
    Kristy McCumby-Hyland, Administrative Analyst 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A. Agreement for Local Agency Participation in Grant-Funded Bay Area-wide 

Trash Capture Demonstration Project 
 

B. Finance Agreement between California State Water Resources Control Board 
and ABAG   
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