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Council Meeting: February 8, 2011 
 
 

SUBJECT:   Award of Contract for the Repair of the SMaRT Station Tipping 
Floor (F1012-57) 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF 
Approval is requested for the award of a contract not-to-exceed $235,000 to 
Structural Group, Inc., Los Angeles Division to repair a portion of the SMaRT 
Station concrete tipping floor for the Department of Public Works Solid Waste 
Division.  Approval is also requested for a 10% project contingency in the 
amount of $23,500. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The tipping floor section of the SMaRT Station is the area where the incoming 
refuse trucks dump their loads to start the refuse transfer and recycling 
process. The tipping floor area is approximately 50,000 square feet and is 
constructed of a rebar base covered by a layer of conventional concrete which 
is covered by an additional layer of iron-reinforced epoxy concrete for extra 
strength. The almost continuous flow of heavy trucks and unloading 
equipment, as well as the extremely corrosive nature of the liquids draining 
from the garbage, combine to damage the concrete floor, requiring periodic 
replacement of damaged sections of the concrete. Approximately 5,000 square 
feet of the floor area is currently worn and in need of replacement. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Because the SMaRT Station facility is in nearly continuous use Monday 
through Friday, the entire repair project needs to be completed over a weekend. 
As a result, the conventional concrete construction practices of demolition and 
removal of the existing floor and replacement with new concrete would result in 
a floor not yet set and ready for heavy traffic on Monday morning. Structural 
Group has developed a proprietary installation process that allows them to 
pour an additional layer of “iron cement” over the existing flooring material. 
This iron particle reinforced cement will bond with the existing flooring material 
without the demolition and floor preparation time and cost required with 
conventional concrete. Additionally, Structural Group uses a proprietary 
topping material, DeltaTop 404, manufactured exclusively for them by the 
Euclid Chemical Company, which is designed specifically for transfer station 
tipping floors. 
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Sections 2.08.070(b)(3) and (4) of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code provide for 
exemptions to the City’s standard competitive bidding process where the 
solicitation of bids would be impractical and if the purchase can only be made 
from a single source.  In this case, the Structural Group uses a proprietary 
process/product which allows quick installation and curing while ensuring 
that the iron particles remain suspended in the material for maximum 
strength.  The other products evaluated require a 7-day curing time which 
would disrupt normal operations at the SMaRT Station facility.   
 
Prior contract awards approved by Council over the last ten years utilizing this 
method/vendor occurred in 2001 (RTC No. 01-367) and 2007 (RTC No. 07-
271), for 7,900 and 2,800 square feet respectively.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Total cost to the City will be as follows: 
 
Repair construction (5,000 square feet @ $47/SF)   $235,000 
Project contingency (10%)         $23,500 
Total cost          $258,500 
 
Budgeted funds are available in Capital Project 811250, SMaRT Station 
Equipment Replacement. 
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Council: 
 

1. Award a contract, in substantially the same form as the attached Draft 
Purchase Order and in the amount of $235,500 to Structural Group Inc.; 
and 

2. Approve a project contingency in the amount of $23,500. 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Grace K. Leung, Director of Finance 
Prepared by: Pete Gonda, Purchasing Officer 
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Reviewed by: 
 
 
Marvin A. Rose, Director of Public Works 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 

A.  Draft Purchase Order and Proposal  
 
















