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SUBJECT:   Award of Contracts for Piping Supplies (F1108-13) 
 

BACKGROUND 
Approval is requested to award one-year contracts, with an option to extend for 
two additional one-year periods, to R & B Company of San Jose and to Corix 
Water Products of Santa Clara for the purchase of piping supplies as required 
by the Departments of Environmental Services and Public Works. 
 

DISCUSSION 
City staff regularly use piping supplies, such as valve parts, fittings and 
couplings for maintenance activities and to perform infrastructure upgrades. 
The majority of these supplies are used by water staff in the Environmental 
Services Department, although Public Works also requires them from time to 
time.  In general, smaller items used on a regular basis are stocked at Central 
Stores, while larger items and one-time supplies needed for emergency and/or 
other repairs are purchased on an as-needed basis.  All purchases are 
coordinated through Central Stores. 
 

Bid specifications were prepared by Purchasing and Environmental Services 
staff.  Potential local suppliers were directly notified and the bid document was 
advertised on the City’s Internet site and broadcast to potential suppliers 
through the Onvia DemandStar public procurement network.  Sealed bids were 
publicly opened on September 21, 2011.  Responsive bids were received from 
two suppliers, R & B Company and Corix Water Products. 
 
R & B Company is the area distributor for Mueller valves and was the only 
bidder for these particular items.  Corix was the low bidder on the majority of 
the remaining line items (Attachment B).  In order to ensure product 
availability, especially for emergency repairs, contracts will be established with 
both vendors.  If a particular item is not available from the low-bid supplier, it 
will be obtained from the backup supplier or may be separately bid based on 
cost.    
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
For the last several years, these types of supply contracts have been 
established with not-to-exceed budgeted amounts for both operating programs 
and capital projects because it is difficult to predict exactly how many items 
will be needed throughout the year.  This is mainly attributed to the City’s 
aging infrastructure, compounded by deferred maintenance throughout the 
years.  Expenses have averaged $164,000 over the last two years, but were 
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approximately $250,000 annually in 2008 and 2009, with some of the increase 
due to the Sunnyvale Works! program. These expenditures have been within 
budgeted amounts.  
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that: 
1. Council award two one-year contracts in substantially the same form as the 

attached draft, not-to-exceed the budgeted amount, to R & B Company of San 
Jose and to Corix Water Products of Santa Clara for piping supplies; and 

 
2. Delegate authority to the City Manager to exercise an option to extend the 

contracts for two additional one-year periods, provided that price and service 
remain acceptable to the City. 

 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Grace K. Leung, Director of Finance 
Prepared by: Pete Gonda, Purchasing Officer 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
John Stufflebean, Director of Environmental Services 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 

A. Draft Blanket Purchase Orders 
B. Bid Pricing Details 
 
 
















