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Council Meeting: December 18, 2012 
 
 

SUBJECT:   Award of Contract for Routine Disposal and Emergency 
Cleanup of Hazardous Wastes (F1106-69)  

 
BACKGROUND 
Approval is requested for the award of a three-year contract to Advanced 
Chemical Transport (ACT) of Sunnyvale in an amount not to exceed $220,000 
for the routine disposal of hazardous wastes and emergency cleanup services.  
Approval is also requested to authorize the City Manager to renew the contract 
for two additional years if pricing and service remain acceptable to the City.   
 
DISCUSSION 
The City generates materials classified as hazardous waste during routine 
operations.  One of the most common sources of these materials is the 
Corporation Yard truck wash facility where debris, consisting of oil, water and 
sludge (dirt and vegetation), is accumulated in oil/water separator sumps 
which must be pumped out on a monthly basis.  Additionally, drums of 
hazardous wastes are collected from other operations at the Corporation Yard, 
and are also accumulated at Fire Station No. 2, requiring pickups three to four 
times per year.  Accumulated materials include waste oil, oil-saturated 
absorbents, paints, compressed gas containers, battery acid from auto 
accidents, etc.  The Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) also generates 
hazardous waste in the form of Sodium Hydroxide, which requires annual 
removal.  
 
In addition to the City’s routine disposal requirements, there is always the 
possibility that emergency cleanup will be required due to a variety of 
circumstances, such as an industrial accident or a spill of hazardous materials 
caused by a vehicular accident. 
 
The City currently contracts with ACT for these services under a multi-year 
contract awarded by Council in 2007 following a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
process.  The current ACT contract is at the end of its term, and a new 
competitive proposal process was undertaken.  RFP No. F1106-69 was 
prepared by Purchasing, Environment Services and Public Works staff and 
issued in October 2012.  The RFP was posted to the City’s website and 
distributed to potential proposers through the Onvia Demandstar public 
procurement network.   
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Proposals were received from the following firms: 
 

 Advanced Chemical Transport of Sunnyvale, Calfornia 
 Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc., of Columbia, South 

Carolina   (Services to be provided out of San Jose, California) 
 PSC Environmental Services, LLC, of Houston, Texas (Services to be 

provided out of Santa Clara, California) 
 Phoenix Environmental, Inc., of Corona, California 

 
Proposals were evaluated by staff from the Departments of Environmental 
Services, Public Safety and Public Works.  Evaluation criteria included 
proposal responsiveness, qualifications and experience of the proposer, and 
proposed fee schedule.   Following review and consideration of each proposal, 
the evaluation team unanimously recommends award of contract to Advanced 
Chemical Transport (ACT) of Sunnyvale.        
 
As a chemical transport company, ACT does no processing or long-term storage 
onsite.  Instead, it collects and transports hazardous waste to a variety of 
treatment storage and disposal facilities (TSDFs) specializing in specific waste 
streams.  Before ACT uses a TSDF, the facility must pass a thorough audit by 
ACT personnel, including a physical inspection and a review of relevant 
records, permits and past incidents.  Follow up audits are also performed 
biannually.  ACT’s worker safety record is excellent, resulting in the lowest 
worker compensation modification rates in the industry.  In addition, ACT 
receives consistently positive comments from government inspectors on 
regulatory compliance, and no monetary penalties have been assessed.  ACT 
has also been honored as one of the top 100 companies in the country for its 
advanced recycling efforts.  Finally, ACT’s fees are competitive with those 
submitted by the other proposers, and they have offered to reduce current fees 
in a number of areas. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The bulk of expenditures under this contract for routine hazardous waste 
disposal is associated with regular operations at the Corporation Yard, followed 
by Sodium Hydroxide removal at the WPCP, and the quarterly pickups at Fire 
Station 2.  It is anticipated that these costs will not exceed $180,000 during 
the three-year contract term.  This amount is in line with historical 
expenditures.   
 
Although the City’s need for emergency services is impossible to predict, staff 
requests an additional $40,000 in authorized expenditures to cover emergency 
services, as required, for a total contract amount not to exceed $220,000.  
Budgeted funds are available in operating programs in the Departments of 
Environmental Services, Public Safety and Public Works. 
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PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made by posting the Council agenda on the City's official-
notice bulletin board outside City Hall, at the Sunnyvale Senior 
Center, Community Center and Department of Public Safety; and by making 
the agenda and report available at the Sunnyvale Public Library, the Office of 
the City Clerk and on the City's Web site.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Council: 
 
1. Award a three-year contract to Advanced Chemical Transport of 

Sunnyvale, in substantially the same form as the attached draft and in 
an amount not to exceed $220,000, for the routine and emergency 
disposal of hazardous wastes;  

2. Authorize the City Manager to renew the contract for two additional years 
if pricing and service remain acceptable to the City. 

 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Grace K. Leung, Director of Finance 
Prepared by: Pete Gonda, Purchasing Officer 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
Kent Steffens, Director of Public Works 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Gary M. Luebbers 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 

A. Draft Agreement for Services 
























