






 

Office Class Levels 
The following is a brief summary of the typical characteristics of Class A, B, and C office 
buildings, as well as examples of each building type in Sunnyvale. The attributes of the various 
class levels are somewhat subjective in their application and any specific building may exhibit 
characteristics of multiple classes, but overall these attributes work collectively to classify 
buildings with a reasonable degree of accuracy. This information was generated by the City's 
Economic Development Division using professional commercial real estate broker samples. 

Class A 
• Built after 1985 to qualify as Class A 
• Setbacks from street are greater than other similar projects (typically include generous front 

landscaping and site features) 
• At least two stories (one-story buildings do not qualify as Class A) 
• Steel frame or higher-end concrete tilt-up with four sides of windows 
• Aesthetically pleasing, "high image" 
• Extensive window lines (made mostly of glass exterior) 
• Buildings constructed with glass curtain-wall, granite, and/ or glass fiber reinforced concrete 

(GFRC) are typically Class A 

Examples of Class A: 
• Most of the new buildings in Moffett Park including Moffett Towers, 

Yahoo!, Juniper Networks, Ariba, and Network Appliance 
• HP/Palm campus 
• AMD campus (on De Guigne Drive) 
• Downtown- three Mozart buildings (Broadcom); Nokia 

Class B 
• Typically built between 1980 and present 
• Limited setbacks 
• One- and two-story buildings 
• Limited window line: 2.5 to 3 sides made of glass exterior 
• Limited landscaping with no special character 

Examples of Class B: 
• Sun buildings off Mary (formally Boeing); likely B+ 
• 333 West El Camino Real (corner of W. El Camino Real and 

Mathilda); likely B+ 
• "Horizontal Skyscraper" Building (Oakmead Pkwy. and Lakeside) 
• OKI Semiconductor (corner of Mary and Almanor 

Class C 
• Typically built prior to 1980 
• Limited setbacks 
• Typically one-story but may be two-story 
• Limited or no glass exterior 
• Buildings generally of concrete tilt-up construction 
• Dated architecture (e.g. rock wall panels) 
• Any architectural styling which obviously dates a building 
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Examples of Class C: 
• Most of Peery Park industrial area 
• Most of the buildings located on Elko Avenue (the "Woods" industrial area) 
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AS OF OCTOBER 2013: BALANCED GROWTH PROFILE INCLUDING NONRESIDENTIAL FLOOR AREA AND HOUSING UNITS APPROVED BUT NOT YET BUILT

Balanced Growth Indices

Base Year 

2005

GOAL FOR 

2025

Total Planned 

Growth Net 

Increase 2005 

to 2025 2007 Actual 2008 Actual 2009 Actual 2010 Actual 2011 Actual 2012 Actual 2013 Actual

2013 

Increment 

Increase (actual 

since 2012)

2013 

Increment 

(% of Total 

Planned Growth) 

Approved Not 

Built as of 

October 2013 Pending Projects

Park Capacity Improvements n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a pending pending pending n/a n/a

Utility Capacity Improvements n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a pending pending pending n/a n/a

Transportation Capacity Improvements 46,884,000 46,884,000 547,970 547,970 0 0 0 0 pending pending pending n/a n/a

Public School Capacity 5,373 6,729 1,356 5,535 5,535 5,905 6,051 6,083 6,291 pending pending pending n/a n/a

Annual Tax Revenue¹ 72,271,030 174,748,212 102,477,182 82,731,078 86,536,989 80,080,423 80,640,616 83,447,216 85,189,946 pending pending pending n/a n/a

Retail/Service Floor Area 5,784,000 7,500,000 2,200,000 5,962,662 5,962,662 5,962,662 5,976,840 6,027,052 6,005,338 6,005,338 0 0% 636,359 n/a

Office/Industrial Floor Area 30,100,000 37,700,000 7,600,000 30,327,927 30,673,881 31,973,881 31,979,928 32,009,556 32,058,721 32,361,497 302,776 4% 3,267,366

123,000 (433 N 

Mathilda Office)

Housing Units 54,800 61,900 7,100 55,174 55,414 55,570 55,730 56,183 56,462 56,593 131 2% 1,446

31 

(Classics@Evelyn)

Jobs 73,630 92,650 19,020 n/a n/a n/a 77,890 n/a n/a pending pending pending n/a n/a

Population 132,725 150,725 18,000 135,721 137,538 138,826 140,081 141,099 142,896 145,973 1,797 17% n/a n/a

Notes

1. FY 2004/2005 is the base year for the Balanced Growth Index.  All revenues are converted to FY 2004/2005 dollars for comparison purposes.

2. This index only represents net new floor area, and does not reflect tenant improvements to existing floor area.

4. In a "balanced growth scenario" each profiled item would increase 5% each year. Cumulative "balanced growth" to the end of 2013 would be 40%.

3. Data has been modified resulting in a decrease in base year, projections, and current year estimates. There is a significant challenge in finding reliable estimates of Sunnyvale jobs. This version of the Balanced Growth Profile provides Association of Bay Area Governments 

(ABAG) data from most recent publications while staff explores a more reliable annual estimate of jobs. Data for 2011 or 2012 is not yet available.
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