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Meeting Summary
Orchard Heritage Park Project
RE: Community Meeting #1

Date of Meeting: Thursday September 17, 2015, 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm, Sunnyvale Community

Center
Attendees:

City of Sunnyvale:
Nate Scribner (NS), nscribner@sunnyvale.ca.gov
Jim Stark (JS), jstark@sunnyvale.ca.gov

Callander Associates:
Dave Rubin (DR), drubin@callanderassociates.com
Brian Fletcher (BF), bfletcher@callanderassociates.com

Community:
See Sign In Sheets (attached)

The following information was discussed during the meeting and/or received via comment cards or

email correspondence directed to pubworks@sunnyvale.ca.org.

item

Orchard Heritage Park Community Comments

e Gardening advocate asked that team consider including plumbing
inside garden shed.

e Numerous community members commented that no orchard
trees should be removed to accommodate project improvements
(i.e. maintenance building or trash enclosure should not encroach
into orchard).

e Consider including playground to appeal to younger families. Play
equipment should not be modern looking.

e Consider providing large shade trees and benches around

museum.
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Community member requested that the design incorporate large
specimen trees for immediate impact. Avoid small container
planted trees.

Design should provide a more welcoming entry to the museum
and offer a direct route to access new improvements. Any
solution must include shade (preferably a structure). Weddings
are very hot. Consider including grapevines on arbor.

Consider provisions to allow for rotating exhibit space at entry
plaza.

Shade over lunch areas more interesting for kids/schools
Provide for more kid friendly amenities where possible.
Consider a design that has benefits to broader community and
not just the museum.

When programming the space, consider limitations on loud music
in entry area during events.

Provide multi-generational appeal in design of space.

Look at parking lots for opportunities to accommodate program
as they’re very underutilized. BF noted that expanding project
limits also tends to expand project costs.

Consider how to discourage homeless from using new park
amenities.

Location of future maintenance building should not encroach on
existing features to the extent possible.

It was noted that the parking lot will be used more, if good
amenities are available.

Consider placing maintenance building along entry drive from
Manet side of the campus.

A community member inquired whether the maintenance
building be same size. BF responded that the building will have a
very similar footprint.

One community member suggested that the maintenance area be
retained where it is, just hide it better.

Consider maintenance and trash area at curve on Michelangelo
side of campus.

Butcher House Community Comments

It was clarified that the cost to move the Butcher House will be
borne by Historical society.

A number of community members stated that the Butcher house
should be saved for future generations.

Consider using the house as additional museum space.

One community member inquired ‘Why move and save Butcher
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House?’ Another made the statement that the Butcher House
might not on the City’s heritage resource list. Where’s the City’s
study saying to keep Butcher House? Consider adding Heritage
Preservation Commission to the review process.

Many participants noted that the Butcher House should only be
placed within the confines of Orchard Heritage Park. No removal
of orchard trees. If it’s valued by the community, it should not be
tucked into the orchard.

It was suggested that there’s value in showing what hard working
class lived like. We should not just save and restore historic
homes of the wealthy.

A few community members expressed that the study issue is too
narrowly defined. Another individual thought there should be a
“no relocation” option.

It was suggested that the design team be realistic about quantity
of impacted orchard trees.

It was suggested there may not be enough room to accommodate
all programs.

Butcher House is part of history. It belongs in Orchard Heritage
Park.

Orchard needs to be certain size to be economically viable.
Removing trees pushes orchard closer towards not being viable.
Locate Butcher House where maintenance building is currently
located.

Consider parking lot as location for the Butcher House.

Can Butcher House go somewhere else in the City? Has that
scenario been considered?

A community member inquired how the Butcher house would be
transported to each park location depicted on concepts. Would
the act of transporting the house remove trees in certain
locations where trees don’t otherwise seem impacted?

One community member wanted to find out how to voice their
concerns over placing the Butcher House at Orchard Heritage
Park. BF responded that there will be future meetings including a
Council meeting to provide input.

Question was asked whether the maintenance area foot print can
be reduced to save on space.

Question was asked whether the City benefits from having
Butcher House? Consider needs of broader community.

Consider placing the house at Las Palmas Park for use as a
recreation center.

Butcher House redundant with museum. Have something to
honor working class from that era instead.

A few community members asked to see what the interior of the
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home looks like.

e Question was asked whether there’s time pressure to resolve
Butcher House issue.

e Restrooms at multi-purpose building are often vandalized and
closed. Consider ways to solve that issue.

e Can maintenance area be broken up? Buildings broken up by use,
smaller buildings spread around the site.

-END-

The information above is Callander Associates’ understanding of items discussed and decisions reached
at the meeting. Callander Associates is proceeding with the project based on this understanding. If you
have any questions, additions, or corrections to this memo, please contact this office in writing within
three days.

Submitted by:

Dave Rubin, Project Manager, Callander Associates

cc: All attendees

Attachments:

1. Sign-in sheets, dated September 17, four pages
2. Comment cards received at meeting (9/17/15)
3. Email correspondence received at pubworks@sunnyvale.ca.gov between 9/9/15 and 9/24/15
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