





 



 Did you know...? 

The City of Sunnyvale has an Integrated Pest Management Policy (IPM) for City-
owned facilities and any contractors who do work for the City. 

What is IPM?   
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is an approach to deal with the long-term prevention of 
pests and their potential damage to landscape plants, crops, and building structures from 
reaching an unacceptable level.  IPM is the process of selecting and applying an appropriate 
combination of available pest prevention and control methods that will minimize economic, 
health, and environmental risks.  IPM approaches use cultivation practices, physical/mechanical controls, bio-
logical controls, or low-risk chemical controls to develop management strategies for specific pest and site situa-
tions. 

Monitoring and/or No Controls  - Monitor the level of pests present and tolerate low levels of pest 

infestation before taking the next actions. Establish the acceptable threshold levels, where if exceeded, ad-
ditional actions will be taken. 

Cultural Controls – Using approaches such as grazing, good irrigation management, 

using mulch, planting native plant species which are often have some pest resistance, or 
landscaping with competitive or tolerant plant species help manage unwanted weeds, 
plant diseases, or discourage habitat for rodents. 

Physical or Mechanical Controls – Sealants, barriers, and sticky traps can prevent insects and ro-

dent pests from entering buildings through cracks, crevices or areas around pipes and conduits.  Hand or 
mechanical equipment such as rakes, hoes, mowers, or string trimmers can be used for weed control. 

Biological Controls - Using natural enemies of pests (e.g., beneficial insects such as lady-

bugs) will prey upon insect pests.  Also, insect pheromone-baited traps can be used to attract 
insects and prevent their reproduction. 

 

  


























  









   








Reduced-Risk Chemicals - Soaps, oils, and abrasive materials such as diatomaceous earth can be used to 

smother or dry out soft-bodied insect pests before considering the use of pesticides. 

Pesticides - Insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, and rodenticides are all categories of pesticides that can be 

used on City-owned property only after other pest control options have been considered.  Those who apply pes-
ticides as a normal part of their job duties and contractors hired by the City to perform pest control will be 
trained in the requirements of the City’s IPM policy and will hold the appropriate level of certifications/licenses 
that will allow them to apply pesticides under the Department of Pesticide Regulation rules.  



Pesticides of Concern: 

Organophosphorus pesticides (e.g., Diazinon, chlorpyrifos, and Malathion) 

Pyrethroid pesticides (e.g., bifenthrin, cyfluthrin, beta-cyfluthrin, cypermethrin, deltamethrin, esfenvaler-
ate, lambda-cyhalothrin, permethrin,  and 
tralomethrin) 

Carbamates (e.g., carbaryl) 

Fipronil 

Copper-based pesticides 

 

What are the goals of the IPM Policy? 

Sunnyvale’s IPM policy has been developed to: 

Create an awareness among City staff about less toxic options for pest management 

Encourage staff to use IPM approaches to manage pests, resulting in the reduction or minimization of pesticide 
use on City properties. 

Reduce adverse impacts to urban creeks and South San Francisco Bay and the aquatic life that inhabits them. 

Promote a safe and healthy workplace where only staff or contractors who have received training or certifica-
tions are responsible for pesticide applications, if needed. 


























  









   








Due to the potential impacts to green waste collected for composting, Clopyralid should not be used 
unless special precautions are taken.  Also, due to their toxic nature, Category I and II pesticides have spe-
cial restrictions on their use. 

 

City employees and/or contractors hired by the City pesticides who are trained to recommend or apply 
pesticides will not use Pesticides of Concern unless: 

 1. Their use can be justified;  

 2. Other approaches and techniques have been considered and determined to be ineffective; and 

 3. Adverse water-quality impacts are eliminated through use of appropriate application techniques. 

Why did the City Revise its Current IPM Policy? 

The City’s NPDES Stormwater Discharge Permit from the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control 
Board was revised in October 2009. It required that Sunnyvale, along with the other co-permittee cities, coun-
ties, and agencies in the Bay Area put into practice a plan to help reduce the impacts that pesticide use has on 
urban creeks and waterways. The following pesticides have been identified in the permit as being ones of par-
ticular concern, due to their impacts to water quality and aquatic life in urban streams.  



What should I do to Follow the IPM Policy? 

Practice environmental stewardship when dealing with pests.  This approach focuses on preserving the natu-
ral integrity and health of the environment, including public safety, when choosing pest management meth-
ods. 

 

Unless you are trained, certified, or licensed as a pesticide applicator by state agencies, or work under the di-
rect supervision of trained staff to apply pesticides as a normal part of your job duties, do not apply pesticides 
in or around your work place.  

 

Over-the-counter pesticides that may be purchased locally or be brought in from home may contain the Pesti-
cides of Concern as active ingredients.  If insect pests are causing problems in your work area, contact Facili-
ties Services (x7761) to arrange for a pest management contractor to address the problem.  If the problem oc-
curs in an outdoor area, contact the Parks Division (x7506). 

How Can I Find Out More about Sunnyvale’s IPM Policy? 

For specific details, see the Administrative Policy Manual, Chapter 6, Article 12: Integrated Pest Management 
Policy for City-Owned Facilities.  It is available on Jasmine at http://jasmine/policies/adminpolicy/
chapter_6/6-12.htm 

  

For further information on the City’s NPDES Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit or the Standard Operat-
ing Procedures and Best Management Practices that are included in the Sunnyvale Urban Runoff Manage-
ment Plan, contact Kristy McCumby at x7274 

 

For more information about IPM and less-toxic options for controlling problem pests in your home or garden, 
contact Environmental Outreach at x7738 or visit  www.mywatershedwatch.org 
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