
 

Silicon Valley Reads is an annual community program that selects books focused on a contemporary theme and 
offers free events throughout Santa Clara County to engage the public in reading, thinking and discussing the topic. 
This year’s theme is “Books & Technology: Friends or Foes?” focusing on the love-hate relationship between 
traditional books and technology innovations. More than 100 free public events are offered this year, including 
author talks, panel discussions, films, art exhibits and more. Visit www.siliconvalleyreads.org to see the full 
Calendar of Events. 

Sunnyvale Library has chosen to focus on the book Mr. Penumbra’s 24 Hour Bookstore by 
Robin Sloan which is described as a hole-in-the-wall adventure involving secret book societies, 
code-breaking, Google, and a quest for truth about the past, present and future of reading. Several 
events, including a visit by the author, will be held during the months of February and March. Plan 
to join us for one or more of these events. All programs are held in the Library Program Room. 

Tuesday, February 18, 7 p.m.  Author Robin Sloan 

Wednesday, February 19, 7 p.m.  Book discussion of Mr. Penumbra led by library staff. 

Wednesday, February 26, 7 p.m.  Movie screening of The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore 
(children) 

Wednesday, March 5, 7 p.m.    Movie screening of Out of Print (adult) 

Monday, March 10, 7 p.m.  Movie screening of Paperback Dreams (adult) 

 

Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore (children) 

Inspired, in equal measures, by Hurricane Katrina, Buster Keaton, The Wizard of Oz, and a love for 
books, The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore is a poignant, humorous allegory about the 
curative powers of story. Using a variety of techniques (miniatures, computer animation, 2D 
animation) award winning author/ illustrator William Joyce and Co-director Brandon Oldenburg 
present a hybrid style of animation that harkens back to silent films and MGM Technicolor musicals. 
Morris Lessmore is old fashioned and cutting edge at the same time. (from imdb.com) 

Paperback Dreams (adult) 

In a time of increasing competition from mega-chains and online retailers, many local 
booksellers are fighting for survival. Through the tumultuous story of two beloved Bay Area 
booksellers, Cody's and Kepler's, this documentary captures the David and Goliath struggle 
faced by countless independent bookstores around the country. (from imdb.com) 

Out of Print (adult) 

Out of Print, narrated by Meryl Streep, draws us into the topsy-turvy world of the written word, 
illuminating the turbulent, exciting journey from the book through the digital 
revolution.  Writers, publishers, readers all in flux.  Booksellers closing shop. Librarians and 
teachers seeking new roles.  Storytellers like Ray Bradbury, complemented by evocative 
visuals, weave a compelling tale.  Author Scott Turow and Jeff Bezos, founder of Amazon 

online bookstore, place us in the middle of their debate.  People tell us they read snippets all day long on the 
Internet, yet one of five Americans no longer reads a single book, in any format, in an entire year.  Personal stories 
of parents and students take us into their worlds, highlighting how this revolution is changing every aspect of the 
printed word -- and changing us. (from Silicon Valley Reads flier) 


