
  

Your emergent reader still loves picture 
books.  Continue to read together!  Reading 
to your child helps him or her build 
vocabulary and understand more complex 
concepts.  Look for books with expansive 
stories, rich language, and opportunity for 
discussion.  Here are a few recommendations 
to get you started. 

Children’s Services 
Sunnyvale Public Library 
665 West Olive Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA  94086 
L-88   (R 1/12) 

Picture Books 

Beginning Chapter Books 

1st 
& 2nd  

Grade Books 

Early readers are organized by level of  
difficulty rather than by author.  Books are 
color-coded as follows. 
 
  Blue:     For the very beginning reader  
          Fewest words 

 

  Green:   More words 
          Short sentences 
          Usually 32 pages 

 

  Orange:  Longer sentences 
          More sentences per page 
          Usually 48 pages 

 

  Red:     Longer, more complex stories 
          Subject matter older  
 
A good rule of thumb is 5 words a page.  If 
your child needs help with more than five 
words on a page, find a less difficult book.   
As your child gains confidence, he or she will 
be drawn to longer books. 
 
There is a small collection of non-fiction early 
readers as well.  These books are not          
color-coded by level of difficulty. 

Early Readers 

Children in 1st and 2nd grade read at 
a wide variety of levels.  Early 

reading is not a race, but rather a 
time to build a love for books.  

Beginning chapter books are marked with a 
JA or JΔ and are shelved alphabetically by 
author’s last name.  These are for children 
making the transition between early readers 
and longer chapter books.  Here are a few 
recommended authors whose series are 
suitable for younger readers. 
 
JΔ  Adler       Cam Jansen mysteries 
JΔ  Christopher  Sports stories 
JΔ  DiCamillo   Mercy Watson 
JΔ  Park       Junie B. Jones 
JΔ  Pennypacker  Clementine 
JΔ  Stilton      Geronimo Stilton 
 

E Anholt      Leonardo and the Flying  
            Boy: A Story about  
            Leonardo da Vinci (series) 

 

E Cronin      Diary of a Fly (series) 

 

E Muth       Zen Ties (series) 
 

E Perry       The Book That Eats        
            People 
 

E Smith      Grandpa Green 
 

E Teague      LaRue Across America:   
            Postcards From the         
            Vacation (series) 
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