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CITY OF SUNNYVALE 

REPORT 
Administrative Hearing 

 
  November 26, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: 2008-1113 – California Water Service [Applicant/Owner]: 

Application for a property located at 800 Carlisle Way (near 
Kingfisher Wy) in an R-0 (Low Density Residential) Zoning 
District. 

Motion Use Permit to allow co-location of an antenna on an existing 
telecommunications monopine (tower camouflaged as a tree) 
resulting in two users. 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF  
 
Existing Site 
Conditions 

Cal Water facility and monopine for 
telecommunications (Sprint). 

 

Surrounding Land Uses 
North Single Family Residential 

South Single Family Residential 

East Single Family Residential 

West Panama Park 

 

Issues Aesthetics 

Environmental 
Status 

A Class 1 Categorical Exemption relieves this project 
from California Environmental Quality Act provisions 
and City Guidelines. 

Staff 
Recommendation  

Approve with Conditions 
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PROJECT DATA TABLE 

 EXISTING PROPOSED 
REQUIRED/ 
PERMITTED 

General Plan Residential  
Low Density 

Same Residential  
Low Density 

Zoning District R-0 Same R-0 

Lot Size (s.f.) 33,541 Same 6,000 min. 

Gross Floor Area (s.f.) 
580 (water tank) +  

375 (equipment 
enclosure) 

Same 13,416 

Lot Coverage (%) 2.8% Same 40% max. 

No. of Buildings On-
Site 

3 Same N/A 

Building Height (ft.)  17 (water tank) Same 30 max. 

Monopole Height (ft.) 
60’ 60’ 65 ft. permitted 

with Major Use 
Permit 

Height at antenna 
location 

40’ & 47’ 30’ No max. 

Setbacks of existing monopole (Facing Property) 

• Front 80’ Same 20’ min. 

• Left Side  37’ Same 4’ min. 

• Right Side  149’ Same 8’ min. 

• Rear 104’ Same 20’ min. 

 
ANALYSIS 
 
Description of Proposed Project 
The existing monopine for the telecommunications facility was constructed in 
2006. The current proposal is to allow co-location for a communications 
antenna operated by the California Water Service company. The antenna is 
considered a “Yagi” antenna, or directional antenna, that is to be used for 
remote monitoring of the water pumps on-site and to communicate with other 
water sites. The Neighborhood Preservation Division was informed of the 
antennas by a nearby resident in August of 2008.  The California Water Service 
was subsequently notified of the need to obtain permits through the City and 
submitted this application. 
Background 
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Previous Actions on the Site: The following table summarizes previous 
planning applications related to the subject site. 
 

File Number Brief Description Hearing/Decision Date 
2004-0863 Use Permit for 50 ft 

monopole (monopine) 
& telecommunications 

antennas (Sprint) 

City Council / 
Approved 

03/29/2005 

2001-0320 Miscellaneous Plan 
Permit for sheds 

associated with water 
pumping station 

Staff / Approved 06/04/2001 

1999-0685 Miscellaneous Plan 
Permit for 500 gallon 
chlorine tank and 125 
gallon ammonia tank 

Staff / Approved 05/11/1999 

 
Environmental Review 
 
A Class 1 Categorical Exemption relieves this project from California 
Environmental Quality Act provisions and City Guidelines.  Class 1 Categorical 
Exemptions include minor additions to existing facilities. 
 
Use Permit 
 
Site Layout: The existing monopine is located towards the northwest corner of 
the property. An existing water tank is centrally located on-site. Equipment 
shed are located near the base of the monopine. Additional existing equipment 
is also positioned underground on-site. The subject antenna is located midway 
up the pole. No additional equipment is associated with this antenna.  
 
Design: The proposed antenna is located at approximately 30 feet high on the 
structure. Per Condition of Approval #2A, the antennas will be painted to 
match the artificial branches of the monopine.  
 
Landscaping: There are no modifications to the existing landscaping on-site.  
 
Compliance with Development Standards/Guidelines: The proposal 
complies with all City development standards. The FCC which is responsible 
for compliance to RF emissions “Categorically Excludes” this communications 
system from filing an RF emissions report.  The facility operates at a maximum 
output of 63 W (Watt) which falls below the 1640 W threshold needed for a 
report.  
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Expected Impact on the Surroundings:  Currently, the antenna is visible on 
the monopine. As conditioned to be painted, the visual impact to the 
surrounding area should be reduced.    
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
No fiscal impacts other than normal fees and taxes are expected.  
 
Public Contact 
 
Staff has not received written comments related to this proposal prior to the 
draft of this report.  
 

Notice of Public Hearing Staff Report Agenda 
• Published in the Sun 

newspaper  
• Posted on the site  
• 42 notices mailed to 

property owners and 
residents adjacent to the 
project site  

• Posted on the City 
of Sunnyvale's Web 
site 

• Provided at the 
Reference Section 
of the City of 
Sunnyvale's Public 
Library 

• Posted on the 
City's official notice 
bulletin board  

• Posted on the City 
of Sunnyvale's Web 
site  

 
Conclusion 
 
Findings and General Plan Goals: Staff was able to make the required 
Findings based on the justifications for the Use Permit. Recommended Findings 
and General Plan Goals are located in Attachment A. 

Conditions of Approval: Recommended Conditions of Approval are located in 
Attachment B. 

Alternatives 
 
1. Approve the Use Permit with attached conditions. 

2. Approve the Use Permit with modified conditions. 

3. Deny the Use Permit.  
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Recommendation 
 
Alternative 1. 

 
 
 
 

Prepared by: 
Ryan M. Kuchenig 
Project Planner 

 
Reviewed by: 
Gerri Caruso 
Principal Planner 

 
 
Attachments: 
 
A. Recommended Findings 
B. Recommended Conditions of Approval 
C. Site and Architectural Plans 
D. Project Description Provided by Applicant 
E. Site Photos 
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Recommended Findings - Use Permit 
 
Goals and Policies that relate to this project are: 
 
Land Use and Transportation Element Action Statement N1.1 – Limit the 

intrusion of incompatible uses and inappropriate development into city 
neighborhoods. 

 
Land Use and Transportation Element Policy N1.3 – Support a full spectrum 

of conveniently located commercial public and quasi-public uses that add 
to the positive image of the city. 

 
1. The proposed use attains the objectives and purposes of the General Plan 

of the City of Sunnyvale as the project provides improved 
communications service at an existing facility for a water utility company 
that serves Sunnyvale residents.  

 
2. The proposed use ensures that the general appearance of proposed 

structures, or the uses to be made of the property to which the 
application refers, will not impair either the orderly development of, or 
the existing uses being made of, adjacent properties. The project, as 
conditioned to be painted to match the existing facility, should not create 
a visual impact to surrounding properties. 
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Recommended Conditions of Approval - Use Permit 

 
In addition to complying with all applicable City, County, State and Federal 
Statutes, Codes, Ordinances, Resolutions and Regulations, Permittee expressly 
accepts and agrees to comply with the following conditions of approval of this 
Permit: 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all conditions shall be subject to the review of approval 
of the Director of Community Development. 
 
1. GENERAL CONDITIONS 

A. Execute a Use Permit document prior to issuance of the building 
permit. 

B. Project shall be in conformance with the plans approved at the public 
hearing.  Minor changes may be approved by the Director of 
Community Development, major changes may be approved at a 
public hearing.   

C. The Conditions of Approval shall be reproduced on a page of the 
plans submitted for a Building permit for this project. 

D. The Use Permit for the use shall expire if the use is discontinued for 
a period of one year or more.   

E. The Use Permit shall be null and void two years from the date of 
approval by the final review authority at a public hearing if the 
approval is not exercised, unless a written request for an extension is 
received prior to expiration date and is approved by the Director of 
Community Development. 

F. Comply with all requirements of previously approved Use Permit File 
Number 2004-0863. 

2. DESIGN/EXTERIOR COLORS AND MATERIALS 

A. The antenna shall be painted to match the artificial branches of the 
monopine structure.  

3. STORAGE  
A. Unenclosed storage of any vehicle on-site shall be prohibited. 

 




















