
 
CITY OF SUNNYVALE REPORT 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR HEARING 
December 29, 2010  

 
File Number: 2010-7824 Permit Type:  Use Permit 

Location: 870 Old San Francisco Road     (near Gail Ave.)    (APN: 211-05-031) 

Applicant/Owner: Luo Laundromat / Wolfe Reed Properties LLC et al  

Staff Contact: Shaunn Mendrin, Senior Planner, (408) 730-7429 
 
Project Description: To allow conversion of an existing retail space (party hall) 
to a coin-operated laundromat. 

Reason for Permit: A Use Permit is required to allow a self-serve laundromat 
facility. 

Issues: None 

Recommendation: Approve with Conditions 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 Existing Proposed 
General Plan: Commercial Neighborhood 

Shopping 
No Change 

Zoning District: C1- Neighborhood Business No Change 
Total Sq. Ft. on Site: 74,674 No Change 

Tenant Sq. Ft.: 1,104 No Change 
Parking: 47 required for previous use in 

same tenant space. 
5 

 

Previous Planning Projects related to Subject Application: 
2007-1147 Use Permit to allow a recreational space (party hall) 
in the same tenant space as the proposed project.  

Yes 

Neighborhood Preservation Complaints if so, discuss No 
Deviations from Standard Zoning Requirements if so, discuss No 
 
Use Description:  The proposed self-serve laundromat will occupy 
approximately 1,100 square feet and will provide washing and drying facilities 
for local residents. The facility will provide six laundry carts for patrons to 
move laundry from the washers to dryers and folding tables. The site will be 
attended by an employee during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
 
Hours of Operation:  The facility will be open seven days a week from 7:00 am 
to 10:00 pm.  
 
Expected Customers:  The proposed use would serve a large residential 
population located within a one half mile radius from the site. It is anticipated 
that there will be a maximum of eight to ten patrons at any given time. The 
project applicant has indicated that there will not be any interior entertainment 
such as a TV or Radio; however staff has included a condition requiring that 
the volume of any such equipment be fixed when staff is not available  
 
Floor Plan: The laundromat will provide 14 washing machines and 13 dryers 
with folding tables located in the center of the tenant space.  
 
Exterior Changes:  There are no exterior changes proposed for the project 
other than additional roof venting for the dryers and pluming. All venting will 
be screening from public view.  
 
Parking:  The proposed use is considered retail/personal service and would 
result in a parking requirement of five spaces. This is substantially less than 
the previously approved use in the same tenant space.  
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Public Contact:  307 notices were sent to surrounding property owners and 
residents adjacent to subject site in addition to standard noticing practice. No 
letters were received. 
 
Environmental Determination: A Categorical Exemption Class 1 (minor 
changes in use) relieves this project from CEQA provisions. 
 
FINDINGS   
In order to approve the Use Permit the following findings must be made:   
 
1. The proposed use attains the objectives and purposes of the General Plan 

of the City of Sunnyvale.  
 
Land Use and Transportation Element 
• Policy C4.1.3 Promote commercial uses that respond to the current and 

future retail service needs of the community. 
• Policy N1.3 Support a full spectrum of conveniently located commercial, 

public, and quasi-public uses that add to the positive image of the City. 
 
The self-serve landromat facility will provide a service to the local 
residential population within the immediate area. The facility will be 
conveniently located within an existing shopping center and it will not 
require any exterior changes other than roof venting, which will be 
screened.  
 
Staff was able to make the findings as the design meets the guidelines 
described above.  
 

2. The proposed use ensures that the general appearance of proposed 
structures, or the uses to be made of the property to which the application 
refers, will not impair the orderly development of, or the existing uses being 
made of, adjacent properties. 
 
The project is expected to have no impacts on surrounding properties.   

 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the Use Permit with recommended Conditions in Attachment A. 

2. Approve the Use Permit with modifications. 

3. Deny the Use Permit.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 




























