
 
CITY OF SUNNYVALE REPORT 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR HEARING 
December 14, 2011  

 
File Number: 2011-7827 Permit Type:  Use Permit 

Location: 1170 Kern Ave.     (near Lawrence Expwy.)    (APN: 205-24-012) 

Applicant/Owner: Safari Run / Kerav LLC 
 

Staff Contact: Steve Lynch, Senior Planner, (408) 730-2723 
 
Project Description: To allow a children's recreational and enrichment use 
located in an M-S/POA site 

Reason for Permit: A Use Permit is required for recreation uses in Place of 
Assembly (POA) zoning districts. 

Issues: Compatibility with adjacent industrial zone uses. 

Recommendation: Approval with conditions.  
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 Existing Proposed 
General Plan: Industrial Same 

Zoning District: M-S/POA Same 
Total Sq. Ft. on Site: 38,150 Same 

Tenant Sq. Ft.: 6,900 Same 
Parking: 148 Same 

 

Previous Planning Projects related to Subject Application   No 
Neighborhood Preservation Complaints  No 
Deviations from Standard Zoning Requirements  No 
 
Use Description: The proposed use (Safari Run) is for a children’s wellness 
and fitness center. Safari Run offers classes centered on fitness and nutrition. 
Children ages will between 5 and 13 and classes will have up to 15 children at 
any one time. Classes are open to the general public and through Sunnyvale’s 
Parks and Recreation program. 
 
Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday 10:00am to 6:00pm, and Saturday to 
Sunday 10:00am to 9:30pm. When classes are not held, Safari Run will be 
open to the public (children) for drop in exercise on an hourly basis. The facility 
will also have occasional parties or gatherings of up to 20 children.   
 
Floor Plan: The floor plan will be open, with large mats and exercise 
equipment typical of a gymnasium. There will also be restrooms, a new office, 
and one party room. 
 
Exterior Changes: No exterior changes are expected with this project. 
 
Neighborhood Compatibility: The proposed use is in a multi tenant building 
with two other uses. One is Heartland Society which is a nonprofit food 
distribution organization. The space is about 40% office and 60% warehouse 
with five full time employees. The other tenant in the building is Granger 
Industrial Supply. They are typical of a hardware store for building or facility 
maintenance needs.  
 
The City’s hazardous material specialist was consulted about this uses in the 
area and in the building. He stated that there are no hazardous materials of 
concern being stored in the adjacent business (Granger) or being used in the 
immediate area.    
 
Parking: The site has a total of 148 parking spaces. Per Sunnyvale Municipal 
Code, only 142 are required. Therefore the site has sufficient parking for the 
proposed use.  
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Public Contact: 136 notices were sent to surrounding property owners and 
residents adjacent to subject site in addition to standard noticing practice. No 
letters were received. 
 
Environmental Determination: A Categorical Exemption Class 1 (minor 
changes in use) relieves this project from CEQA provisions. 
 
FINDINGS   
In order to approve the Use Permit the following findings must be made:   
 
1. The proposed use attains the objectives and purposes of the General Plan 

of the City of Sunnyvale.  
 

City Council Policy 
 
 H.10 Encourage adequate provision of health care services to 

Sunnyvale residents. 
 Safari Run will provide a social service for children in Sunnyvale, which is 

currently an unmet need for the residents.   
 
Land Use and Transportation Element 
  
 Policy N1.14 Support the provision of a full spectrum of public and 

quasi-public services (e.g., parks, day care, group living, recreation 
centers, religious institutions) that are appropriately located in 
residential, commercial, and industrial neighborhoods and ensure 
that they have beneficial effects on the surrounding area. 

 Safari Run is a unique and desirable use for the City that will provide a 
service to the youth population that cannot be provided by any other 
similar business.  In addition, the project is appropriately located in a zone 
where the business will be compatible with the surrounding uses.   
 
Staff was able to make the findings as the use meets the guidelines 
described above.  
 

2. The proposed use ensures that the general appearance of proposed 
structures, or the uses to be made of the property to which the application 
refers, will not impair the orderly development of, or the existing uses being 
made of, adjacent properties. 
 
The project is expected to have no impacts on surrounding properties 
as the project does not propose any significant site or building 
improvements that would be noticeable to the surrounding 
neighborhood.  
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ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the Use Permit with recommended Conditions in Attachment A. 

2. Approve the Use Permit with modifications. 

3. Deny the Use Permit.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Alternative 1. Approve the Use Permit with recommended Conditions in 
Attachment A. 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
Shaunn Mendrin 
Senior Planner 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared By:  Steve Lynch, Senior Planner 

 
Attachments: 
 
A. Standard Requirements and Recommended Conditions of Approval 
B. Site and Architectural Plans 
C. Letter from the Applicant 

 
 
















