
 

 

MINUTES 
 

SUNNYVALE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Wednesday, November 5, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. 
 West Conference Room, Sunnyvale City Hall 

456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Chair Jeanine Stanek; Vice Chair McDonough; Commissioner David Squellati; 
Commissioner Amrit Verma; Commissioner Nirmala Vaidyanathan 
 
Absent: Commissioner Frenchie Marsolais  
 
Vice Chair McDonough made a motion to excuse Comm. Marsolais noting a 
phone call she has received from her notifying the planned absence. Chair Stanek 
seconded. Motion carried 4-0 with Comm. Vaidyanathan and Marsolais absent. 
 
Comm. Vaidyanathan joined the meeting and noted her tardiness due to the lack of 
available parking this evening. 
 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATION 
  
None 
 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
None 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

A) Approval of September 3, 2008 Draft Minutes 
 
Chair Stanek noted changes to her statements on page 4. 
 
Comm. Squellati noted minor corrections on page 4. 
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Comm. Squellati made a motion to approve the Minutes of September 3, 2008 with 
minor modifications. Comm. Verma seconded. Motion carried 5-0 with Comm. 
Marsolais absent. 
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
 
None 

 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 

A) Approval/Ranking of 2009 Study Issue CDD-37 
B) Update on 2009 Study Issue CDD-38 
 

Mr. Kuchenig described CDD-38 and why it will not be considered as a study issue for 
ranking. 

 
Mr. Kuchenig explained the study issue process. He described the study issues from 
last year, which came from the Commission. These study issues are also to be ranked 
with their new proposed study issue. He then introduced study issue CDD-37, a study to 
consider a new designation for “Buildings of Character”. 
 
Comm. Squellati asked about the wording in the proposal. He interpreted the issue 
differently than what is written in the summary.  
 
Mr. Kuchenig stated that the details of the new Heritage designation can still be 
defined by this Commission through the study. 
 
Comm. Squellati noted that he believed that this designation is to fall below the current 
Heritage Landmark list. 
 
Chair Stanek noted that the guidelines are intended to be less restrictive than 
structures of “Heritage Resource” status and are intended for buildings only. 
 
Comm. Vaidyanathan asked for clarification regarding the type of characteristics 
involved in this special designation. 
 
Mr. Kuchenig noted that only an overview has been given in this summary, but the 
exact details can still be defined through the study. 
 
Comm. Vaidyanathan noted that CDD-19 was created to research the street naming 
system prior to 1955, and was intended for streets named after people only. 
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Comm. Squellati asked the Commission about CDD-18. 
 
Chair Stanek explained its history, and stated that past Heritage Preservation 
Commissioner Betty Fussell created this due to the City’s recognition of houses, trees, 
and buildings, and felt that signs could be recognized as well. 
 
Chair Stanek also noted staff’s recommendation to combine CDD-18 and CDD 37 
since they are similar and to minimize the total study issues for ranking. 
Comm. Vaidyanathan made a motion of naming the combined study issues (CDD-
18 and CDD-37) to read “Identifying of historic signs and buildings of character”. 
Comm. Verma seconded. Motion carried 5 – 0 with Comm. Marsolais absent. 
 
Ranking of the study issues for 2009 
 
The following study issues were ranked in order of priority where 1 is the highest 
priority: 
 

1. CDD – 19 
2. CDD – 37 
3. CDD – 05 

 
Chair Stanek motioned to approve the rankings; CDD-189, CDD-37, then CDD-05. 
Comm. Vaidyanathan seconded. Motion carried 5 – 0 with Comm. Marsolais 
absent. 
 
Mr. Kuchenig noted that City Council will rank the final study issues in January 2009. 
 
Chair Stanek asked staff regarding the November 18 City Council study session 
regarding LRA, and if it will be different from what was submitted to this Commission. 
She then asked the Commissioners if they are interested in attending the study session 
as she is planning to attend. She also noted that she will attend the December 11, 2008 
City Council meeting to answer any questions about their Onizuka report 
recommendations. 
 
Chair Stanek also inquired with staff if the City Clerk’s office and/or City Council have 
announced that there currently is an open seat for the Heritage Preservation 
Commission. She then noted that she and Vice Chair McDonough will be attending 
tomorrow’s Board & Commissions Chair and Vice Chair training with the City Clerk’s 
office. 
 
Comm. Squellati asked staff for clarification about Study Issue CDD-19. Staff 
responded. 
 
Chair Stanek noted that she attended the Community Meeting for Heritage Districts, 
since she lives in an Eichler home. She noted that the presentation given by Diana 
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O’Dell was well presented and administered. She also mentioned that she has met 
people who are inquiring about homes that may be a heritage resource and that she is 
glad to see things happening behind the scenes. 
 
Comm. Squellati asked Chair Stanek what the benefits of owning a home that is on the 
City’s Heritage Resource list. 
 
Mr. Kuchenig elaborated on the pros and cons of having a home on the list, including 
where stricter guidelines are involved when an owner wants to make any renovations. 
 
Mr. Kuchenig mentioned that there will be no meeting in December and that the 
Landmark Alteration Permit on 693 W. McKinley Avenue is tentatively scheduled to be 
reviewed by the Commission on the January 14, 2009 meeting. 
 
Comm. Vaidyanathan stated that she will be out of town from January through March 
and will not be attending those meetings. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Ryan Kuchenig, Associate Planner 


