
 CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
SUPER BOWL 50 EVENT PERMITTING 

 
In an effort to ensure the safety of residents and visitors, temporary permits are required to be obtained for a variety of 
indoor and outdoor activities associated with public and private parties and special events that may occur around Super 
Bowl 50.  
 
The following information about when permits are required is provided here for those interested in hosting these events.  

       CSD  = Community Services Department, (408)730-7599, events@sunnyvale.ca.gov   
    DPS  = Department of Public Safety-Fire Prevention, (408) 730-7212, fireprevention@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

CDD-PD  = Community Development Department-Planning Division, (408) 730-7440, planning@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
 

City Special Event (CSD, CDD-PD). In general, if your event meets one or more of the following criteria, you may 
be required to complete a City Special Event Application: 

• Your event includes a street closure. 
• Your event requires traffic and/or intersection control. 
• Parking needs exceed the capacity of the venue.  
• Your event requires crowd control or security personnel. 
• Your event is a parade, carnival or festival on public property. 

 
Temporary Unenclosed Event (CDD-PD). A Miscellaneous Plan Permit for a Temporary Unenclosed Event is 
required for any temporary outdoor event on private property that is conducted for a fixed, limited period (nonrecurring) 
and does not meet the criteria for a City Special Event above. Examples include mobile food truck events, outdoor sales, 
promotional events, other similar activities and other events that may include the installation of temporary structures such 
as tents, canopies, and/or equipment like temporary electrical generators. 
  
Outdoor Assembly Event (DPS). Any private or public event conducted outdoors with a projected attendance of 
1,000 or more or with barricades or fencing that confine 100 or more attendees, will need to obtain a temporary Outdoor 
Assembly Event permit from the Department of Public Safety. Review the Standards for Outdoor Assembly Events. 
 
Block Parties (DPS). If you are planning a neighborhood block party and plan to close a street, you will need to obtain 
a Block Party permit from the Department of Public Safety. Please apply using the Block Party Permit Request. 
 
Tents & Canopies (DPS). Prior to erecting a tent or canopy in excess of 10 feet x 10 feet you must obtain a temporary 
Tent permit from the Department of Public Safety. If more than four 10 feet x 10 feet (400 sq. ft. aggregate) pop-up tents 
having one or more sides, or more than seven 10 feet x 10 feet (700 sq. ft. aggregate) pop-up tents without sides are 
located within three feet of one another, a Tent permit must be obtained from the Department of Public Safety. Review the 
Standards for Outdoor Assembly Events.   
 
Temporary Indoor Assembly Events (DPS). If you are planning a temporary event for 50 or more attendees and 
utilizing an indoor space for the event that is not the normal use or space configuration, for example, a museum hosts a 
Super Bowl party, you must obtain a temporary Place of Assembly permit from the Department of Public Safety.  
 
Temporary Indoor Building Use (DPS). If you are planning a temporary event and using the building for purposes 
that were not included in the building’s Certificate of Occupancy, you will need to obtain a temporary Place of Assembly 
permit from the Department of Public Safety. 
 
Food Trucks (CDD-PD, DPS). Vendors/food trucks must have a valid Sunnyvale business license and all other 
permits/licenses required under state and federal laws, and are subject to location and operational requirements. See 
Sunnyvale Municipal Code Chapter 5.26 for all applicable requirements.  Mobile food trucks are not required to obtain a 
special permit from the Department of Public Safety but they are subject to inspection and compliance with DPS 
standards when located at an otherwise permitted special event.   
 

http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/OCM/CR-Files/SEPermitAppJuly2015.pdf
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/DPS/FirePrevention/STANDARDS%20FOR%20VENDORS%20AT%20OUTDOOR%20SPECIAL%20EVENTS%20rev%205-12-15.pdf
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/OCM/CR-Files/A%20BLOCK%20PARTY%20PERMIT%20REQUEST%20(template).dot.doc
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/DPS/FirePrevention/STANDARDS%20FOR%20VENDORS%20AT%20OUTDOOR%20SPECIAL%20EVENTS%20rev%205-12-15.pdf
http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/view.php?topic=5-5_26&frames=on


Temporary Signs (CDD-PD). A temporary permit is required from the Community Development Department- 
Planning Division for some temporary signs, banners and other displays. Please refer to the Sunnyvale Municipal Code 
Section 19.44.180 for details on when a permit is required. Please apply using the Planning Division Application Form. 
 
Vending (CDD-PD). Transient merchants and mobile food vendors are required to have a valid Sunnyvale business 
license prior to conducting sales of food items and goods on private or public property. Please refer to the Sunnyvale 
Municipal Code Section 5.26 for details on when a permit is required. Please apply using the Business License 
Application Form. 
 
Off-site Stadium Event Parking (CDD-PD). If you plan to allow parking in a private parking lot during Levi 
stadium events, you must first obtain a permit from the Community Development Department-Planning Division. Please 
refer to the Sunnyvale Municipal Code Section 19.47 for details on when a permit is required. Please apply using the 
Planning Division Application Form. 
 
Cooking, Barbecuing, Propane, Open Flames (DPS). There may be limitations on cooking, barbecuing, open 
flames and use of propane (i.e. patio heaters, fire pits, etc.) if you have an event that requires one of the permits noted 
above. Please contact the City Department identified to discuss the limitations and permit conditions. Review the 
Standards for Outdoor Assembly Events. 
 
PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES: 
 
Mobile Wireless Facilities. The erection or placement of mobile wireless communication facilities shall be prohibited 
except those sanctioned and approved by the City of Sunnyvale in compliance with all local, state and federal 
communications regulations. A mobile wireless communication facility is defined as a structure, antenna or trailer that is 
temporary and portable in nature and used to provide or increase wireless cellular communication. 
 
Fireworks Displays / Pyrotechnics. Fireworks displays, pyrotechnics, and special effects are prohibited indoors and 
outdoors in the City of Sunnyvale unless a permit is obtained from the Department of Public Safety Fire Prevention Unit.  
 
HOW TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT: 
 
You can obtain a permit application online at the links provided above or contact the applicable City Department to find 
out how to apply and what to include with your application. Your application and permit fee payment must be submitted 
in person M-F 8:00 am - 12:00 pm at the City’s One-Stop Permit Center located at 456 W. Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 
94086.   
 
WHEN TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT: 
 
Your application and fee payment is required to be submitted at the City’s One-Stop Permit Center at least 10 business 
days in advance of your scheduled event. This generally allows us ample time to assign staff in case an after-hours 
inspection of the event venue is necessary.   
 
SPECIAL NOTE: The Department of Public Safety is authorized to fully recover costs associated with an excessive 
response in accordance with Sunnyvale Municipal Code Section 9.45. 
  

http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/view.php?topic=19-4-19_44-19_44_180&frames=on
http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/view.php?topic=19-4-19_44-19_44_180&frames=on
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/CDD/Permits/Planning/Planning-App15-16.pdf
http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/view.php?topic=5-5_26&showAll=1&frames=on
http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/view.php?topic=5-5_26&showAll=1&frames=on
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/FIN/Application%2001012014.pdf
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/FIN/Application%2001012014.pdf
http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/view.php?topic=19-4-19_47&showAll=1&frames=off
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/CDD/Permits/Planning/Planning-App15-16.pdf
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/DPS/FirePrevention/STANDARDS%20FOR%20VENDORS%20AT%20OUTDOOR%20SPECIAL%20EVENTS%20rev%205-12-15.pdf


City of Sunnyvale 
Special Event Related Permits 

 
Activity When is Permit Required? Permit Fee Who to Contact 

City Special Event 

• Street closure 
• Traffic control 
• Parking needs exceed venue 
• Crowd control 
• Parade, carnival, festival 

$117 + costs 
related to City 

services 

 
Community Services Department 
(408) 730-7599 
events@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
 

Temporary Unenclosed Event 

• Smaller than City Special 
Event with no street closure or 
traffic control 

• Includes vendors/food trucks 
• Includes temporary tents, 

canopies, generators, or music 

$161 

Community Development 
Department – Planning Division 
(408) 730-7440 
planning@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Outdoor Assembly Event • Crowd > 1,000 or 
• >100 confined $229 

Department of Public Safety –     
Fire Prevention 
(408) 730-7212 
fireprevention@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Block Party • Street closure 

No Cost but $25  
fee for City 
delivery and 
pick up of 
barricades 

Department of Public Safety –  
Fire Prevention 
(408) 730-7212 
fireprevention@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Tent or Canopy 
• 10 ft x 10 ft 
• >400 sf aggregate with one or 

more sides 
• >700 sf aggregate w/o sides 

$229 

Department of Public Safety –  
Fire Prevention 
(408) 730-7212 
fireprevention@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Temporary Indoor Assembly • Not normal use or 
configuration $229 

Department of Public Safety –  
Fire Prevention 
(408) 730-7212 
fireprevention@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Temporary Building Use • Space not designed or 
classified for assembly events $229 

Department of Public Safety –  
Fire Prevention 
(408) 730-7212 
fireprevention@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Vendors/Food Trucks 

 
• Permit required if on private 

property or at otherwise 
permitted event (see 
Temporary Unenclosed 
Event) 

 
$161 

Community Development 
Department – Planning Division 
(408) 730-7440 
planning@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

 
Temporary Signs and Banners 

 

 
• Any temporary sign such as 

banners, streamers, etc.  
 

No Cost 

 
Community Development 
Department – Planning Division 
(408) 730-7440 
planning@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
 

 
Use of Private Parking Lot for 

Levi Stadium Events 
 

• Public parking in a private 
parking lot during Levi 
Stadium events  

$137 

 
Community Development 
Department – Planning Division 
(408) 730-7440 
planning@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
 

 


