
 
 

 
The City of Sunnyvale is looking at potential modifications to 
existing Solar Access Requirements for new development 

projects and we want your input. 
 
  
The City of Sunnyvale is studying a City Council Study Issue: 

 Solar Access Requirements 
 
Sunnyvale’s current ordinance requirements for solar access: 

 Sunnyvale Municipal Code – Section 19.56 
o Requirements first adopted in 1986: 

 At this time, most solar energy systems were thermal water heating 
systems that were primarily located on the roofs of buildings in 
locations close to the location the hot water would be used.  

o SMC 19.56.020 states that no building permit shall be issued for any 
construction that would interfere with solar access to the rooftop of any 
structure or to any preexisting solar collector on nearby property. 

 Solar access means the blocking or reducing exposure to sun 
more than 10% daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. throughout any 
solar cycle.  

o This standard is exempt in the Downtown Specific Plan area.  
 
Why does the City have solar access requirements? 
To allow for the installation of solar energy collectors on private property in locations 
where sunlight is not blocked or reduced.  
 

Why was this Study Issue sponsored? 
Recently, the Planning Commission has considered variance applications for solar access 
associated with multi-story development buildings along El Camino Real where the 
projects could not meet the requirements of 19.56.020. When discussing the projects, 
the Planning Commission expressed that the criteria for solar shading should be 
reevaluated, i.e. whether the maximum amount of solar shading should apply to the 
winter solstice (shorter day of the year) or consider broader criteria such as a year-
round average. In addition to the two examples on El Camino Real, there are other 
development projects that have been submitted with similar solar access issues in other 
parts of the City.  

 



Please join City staff at a community meeting to contribute to the discussion: 
 

When:  Thursday, April 7, 2016 
3:30 p.m. 
 

Where:  Sunnyvale City Hall 
West Conference Room 
456 W. Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale 94086 

 
If you cannot make it to the community outreach meeting and would like to provide 
input on the topic or would like to be added to an interest list to receive future e-mail 
notifications please contact Amber Blizinski (Principal Planner, Planning Division) at 
ablizinski@sunnyvale.ca.gov or by phone at (408) 730-2723. 
 
The Solar Access Requirements study issue paper can be found on the following 
webpage. It can also be found (along with other 2016 Study Issues) on the Study Issue 
webpage on the City’s website:  
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/CityGovernment/StudyIssues.aspx 
 
We are trying to reach as many people as possible with this notice, please 
feel free to forward the information along to interested parties and post this 
notice where appropriate.  
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