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It happened in Flint. Could it happen in Sunnyvale? 
 
The city of Flint, Michigan is experiencing dangerous levels of lead in its drinking water. 
Naturally, this crisis is causing concern throughout the country. Could the same thing happen 
in Sunnyvale? 
 
As has been reported, the city of Flint changed its water source without implementing 
appropriate corrosion-control measures. As a result, the acidity (pH balance) of the water 
caused erosion of the iron water mains, turning water brown, and caused lead to leach from 
pipes into tap water. Unfortunately, this problem was not reported because of inadequate 
testing. Overexposure of lead has serious long-term health consequences. 
 
Sunnyvale receives approximately 50 percent of its water from Santa Clara Valley Water 
District (SCVWD) which is imported from the Sacramento Delta and San Luis Reservoir, and 
50 percent from the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s (SFPUC) Hetch Hetchy 
Reservoir located in the Sierras. Lead levels are controlled for and monitored closely by 
SCVWD, the SFPUC, and the City of Sunnyvale.  
 
The Flint crisis is highly unlikely to occur in Sunnyvale for the following reasons: 
• Lead in drinking water rarely comes from a water treatment plant or from water mains. Lead 

comes from faucets, plumbing fixtures and lead solder within the home and from lead 
service pipes, if they are present. Sunnyvale does not have lead water service pipes. Lead 
is seldom found in natural sources of drinking water.   

• Per EPA regulation and since 1992, Sunnyvale has been conducting lead and copper 
testing every three years on water from some homes built prior to 1986. The results show 
the City always complied with the lead and copper regulation.  

• Later this year the City will be conducting another round of lead and copper testing. Some 
homeowners will be contacted and given instructions on how to take water samples from 
their faucets for the City to analyze. 

• Sunnyvale’s wholesale water suppliers have a corrosion control program that has been 
working effectively for decades. They add a corrosion inhibitor and adjust pH at their 
drinking water treatment plants to prevent pipes and plumbing systems from corroding and 
leaching lead (or copper) into the drinking water. 

• SCVWD and SFPUC conduct regular testing of their treated water and the results indicate 
non-detectable levels of lead and copper. 

• SCVWD and SFPUC regularly monitor their distribution system to ensure they maintain 
compliance with strict State rules regarding their corrosion control program. Their water 
treatment plants continuously monitor the corrosion inhibitor dosing and the pH balance of 
water as well as other important parameters 24/7.  

• The corrosion control program is approved by the California State Water Resources Control 
Board’s Division of Drinking Water. 

• SCVWD’s ISO-certified laboratory is nationally recognized as a leader in water quality 
analysis and holds one of the highest levels of certification available from the State Water 
Resources Control Board – Division of Drinking Water. The laboratory tests and quantifies 
the quality of Santa Clara County’s drinking water, testing approximately 170,000 samples 
per year for over 353 regulated and unregulated contaminants including lead. 
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• Despite the fact that California requires new household plumbing and fixtures to be lead-
free, lead is still present in some plumbing fixtures, especially in houses built before 1986. 
Corrosion-control chemicals help to prevent lead from leaching into your tap water. 
Nevertheless, if you are concerned about the possibility of lead in your drinking water, you 
may wish to have your water tested for lead by a qualified laboratory. Here is a list of local 
certified water quality laboratories. 

 
If you are concerned about environmental lead exposure, contact: 
Santa Clara County Environmental Health Consumer Protection Division 
 
Helpful resources on lead: 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
http://sfwater.org/index.aspx?page=356 
 

http://www.valleywater.org/Programs/CertifiedLaboratories.aspx
http://www.valleywater.org/Programs/CertifiedLaboratories.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/cpd/Pages/Filing-Complaints.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/lead
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/private/wells/disease/lead.html
http://sfwater.org/index.aspx?page=356

