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Drought Update and Next Steps 
On May 9, 2016 Governor Brown issued Executive Order B-37-16 to continue water savings 
as the drought persists. Shortly after the Governor issued his order, the State Water Board 
released a water conservation proposal for public comment that would achieve his directive. 
Final action including adoption by the State Board of the proposed changes is scheduled for 
May 18, 2016. The new proposal takes into account improved water supply conditions around 
most of the state. The most significant proposed change is replacing the water reduction 
standards set state-wide with locally developed conservation standards based upon each 
agency’s specific circumstances. The proposed regulation would require Sunnyvale to self-
certify the level of available water supplies it will have assuming three additional dry years, and 
the level of conservation necessary to assure adequate supply over that time.  
 
This self-certification would include information provided to Sunnyvale by the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) and the Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD). The 
City, along with SFPUC and SCVWD, would be required to report the underlying basis for their 
assertions, and the City would be required to continue reporting its conservation levels on a 
monthly basis.  
 
Per the proposal, Sunnyvale will be required to reduce potable water use in a percentage 
equal to its projected shortfall in the event of three more dry years. In other words, if the City 
projects it would, under the specified assumptions, have a 15 percent shortfall after the next 
three years at the current rate of use, its mandatory conservation standard would be 15 
percent. The staff recommendation keeps in place the monthly reporting requirements and 
specific prohibitions against certain water uses. Under the proposal the Water Board will be 
permanently prohibiting the following practices: 
 
• Washing automobiles with hoses not equipped with shut-off nozzle  
• Water lawns in a manner that causes runoff  
• Using non-circulated water in a fountain or other decorative water feature 
• Watering lawns after measurable precipitation 
• Hosing off sidewalks, driveways and other hardscapes 
• Irrigating ornamental turf on public street medians 
• Prohibitions against homeowners associations taking action against homeowners during a 

declared drought 
 
Some of the above prohibitions are already in Sunnyvale Municipal Code 12.34.020. After final 
adoption by the Water Board on May 18, staff will be submitting for Council consideration and 
approval updates to the Municipal Code reflecting the new prohibitions. City staff will also be 
coordinating with SFPUC and SCVWD on water supply availability and will bring to the City 
Council on June 21, (as a companion to the Urban Water Management Plan) a 
recommendation setting a water reduction target to be in effect on July 1. The current 
reduction target of 30 percent will most likely be reduced due to improved water supply 
conditions. Public outreach efforts will continue and the City’s website will be updated 
accordingly. 
 


