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CDD 12-08 Use of Redwood Trees Relative to Water 
Conservation 

Lead Department Community Development 

H is tory  1 year  ago None 2 years ago  None 

1. W h a t  a re  t h e  key  elements of t h e  issue? What  precip i tated i t?  

I n  2006, the State Legislature passed a bill (AB 1881) requiring local agencies to adopt stricter water 
conserving standards for homes and businesses. I n  2010, Sunnyvale adopted an ordinance for 
water-efficient landscapes that is similar to the BAWSCA model ordinance, but tailored for Sunnyvale. 

Sunnyvale Zoning Code includes provisions to ensure that adequate landscaped areas and usable 
open space are provided where applicable for ail zoning districts; to promote the conservation and 
efficient use of water and to prevent the waste of this valuable resource; and to promote water 
conservation as one component of sustainable building practices. The Water Efficient Landscaping 
Ordinance retains many of the requirements for trees, including size at time of pianting, but states 
that plant selection and installation shall be done in accordance with accepted horticultural industry 
practices. 

The study issue would explore whether current landscaping and water efficiency standards in the 
Code negatively impact the planting of Redwood trees which typically have high water needs, and i f  
changes to the water efficient landscaping ordinance would be required. 

2. H o w  does th i s  re late t o  t h e  General Plan o r  exist ing City Policy? 

CITY-WIDE VISION GOALS 
Attractive Community: To maintain and enhance the appearance of Sunnyvale, and to distinguish i t  
from surrounding communities, through the promotion of high quality architecture, the preservation 
of historic districts and structures, the maintenance o f  a healthy urban forest, and the provision of 
abundant and attractive open space. 

GOAL EM-2: WATER CONSERVATION Promote more efficient use of the City's water resources to 
reduce the demands placed on the City's water supplies. 

3. Or ig in o f  issue 

Board o r  Commission Planning Commission 

4. Staf f  ef for t  required t o  conduct  s tudy Minor 

Brief ly explain t h e  level o f  s ta f f  e f fo r t  required 
Research other city practices and codes, do public outreach, prepare RTC. 

5.  Mult ip le Year Project? No Planned Completion Year 2012 

6. Expected part ic ipat ion involved in t h e  s tudy issue process? 

Does Council need t o  approve a w o r k  plan? No 
Does th i s  issue requ i re  rev iew b y  a Board/Commission? Yes 
I f  so, wh ich? Planning Commission 
I s  a Counci l  S tudy Session anticipated? No 
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7 .  Briefly explain if a budget modification wi l l  be required t o  study this issue 

Amount o f  budget modification required 

Explanation 

8. Briefly explain potential costs o f  implementing study results, note estimated 
capital and operating costs, as well as estimated revenue/savings, include dollar amounts 

Are there costs o f  implementation? No 

Explanation 

9. Staff Recommendation 

Staff Recommendation Drop 

I f  'Support', 'Drop' or 'Defer', explain 
The planting of specific species of trees, including Redwoods, on private property has traditionally 
been the prerogative of the property owner. In  recent years landscaping plans which are subject to 
city review and approval have been required in more situations, first for non-residential and muiti- 
family residential properties, and more recently as part of new single-family residential 
developments. The current code allows for a mix of water consumption for landscaping; a portion of 
that landscaping may potentially include species with higher water usage (such as Redwoods) as 
long as the total water requirements are within established thresholds. Staff finds that the current 
approach provides options for property owners to decide if Redwoods are appropriate on a site. 

Approved by  

Da Dat 


