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2012 Council Study lssue 

LCS 12-01 Consideration of a Veterans' Memorial Honoring Sunnyvale 
Veterans who Gave Their Lives in Service to the Country in Afghanistan, 

lraq and Vietnam Wars 

Lead Department Library and Community Services 

History 1 year ago None 2 years ago None 

1. What are the key elements of the issue? What precipitated it? 

At their meeting on September 14, 201 1, the Parks and Recreation Commission approved a 
Study lssue to consider the creation of a Veterans' Memorial for Sunnyvale residents who 
have died in the line of duty in Afghanistan, lraq and Vietnam Wars. This memorial would be in- 
lieu of the memorial proposed in Phase II of the development of Plaza del Sol, which is currently 
on the City's unfunded list of capital improvement projects. Among other things, one of the 
proposed improvements for Phase II is a large-scale memorial dedicated to Sunnyvale residents 
and employees who have given their lives in service to the City and country. 

It is intended that the new memorial be simple in design and list the names of those who are 
deceased. The preferred location is the Community Center due to the number of visitors at the 
site. 

2. How does this relate to the General Plan or existing City Policy? 

Community Vision Plan: XIII. Community Identity: To foster a strong sense of community which 
promotes participation in civic affairs, community pride, and a sense of place. 

Arts Sub-Element: Policy E.2. Provide and encourage the incorporation of art - both functional 
and decorative - in public and private development. 

Arts Sub-Element: E.2.e. Identify appropriate sites for placement and inclusion of public art, with 
an eye to visible sites on publicly owned property with an even geographic distribution, such as 
neighborhood centers, parks and special use facilities. 

3. Origin of issue 

Board or Commission Parks and Recreation Commission 

4. Staff effort required to conduct study Moderate 

Briefly explain the level of staff effort required 
Staff would be required to develop a proposal, specifications and budget for the proposed 
memorial. The amount of staff time required for a project like this would be moderate if the 
memorial is a simple granite block or bronze plaque with a brief statement and the names of the 
deceased on it. The majority of staff time would be dedicated to research and confirmation, as 
well as securing appropriate permissions and releases from families of the deceased soldiers. 
Staff would check with local branches of the armed forces, as well as the Department of Defense 
to confirm identities and accuracy of the list. If something more complex is desired, then staff 
time would increase as well. For example, if it was determined that a design competition was 
desired, it would take staff approximately an additional 80 hours to plan and conduct a regional 
or national competitive process. 
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5. Multiple Year Project? No Planned Completion Year 2012 

6. Expected participation involved in the study issue process? 

Does Council need to approve a work plan? No 
Does this issue require review by a BoardlCommission? Yes 
If so, which? Arts Commission, Parks and Recreation 

Commission 
Is a Council Study Session anticipated? No 

7. Briefly explain if a budget modification will be required to study this issue 

Amount of budget modification required 0 

Explanation 
A budget modification is not required for this study if the memorial is to be a simple granite block 
or bronze plaque with the names of the deceased. 

8. Briefly explain potential costs of implementing study results, note estimated 
capital and operating costs, as well as estimated revenuelsavings, include dollar amounts 

Are there costs of implementation? Yes 

Explanation 
Potential costs resulting from this study would be those associated with the design, fabrication 
and installation of the memorial. 

9. Staff Recommendation 

Staff Recommendation Drop 

If 'supportg, 'Drop' or 'Defer', explain 
There are two existing veterans' memorials in Sunnyvale. The first is located at Washington Park 
in front of the park building that is located in the northeast corner of the park adjacent to 
Washington Avenue. This memorial is a bronze cannon and plaque. Text below the Seal of the 
American Legion reads, "U.S. American Legion Honor Roll. In memory of those who made the 
supreme sacrifice. (34 names are listed.) Erected on Nov. 11, 1947. Donated to Sunnyvale 
American Legion Post No. 344 by the Sunnyvale Standard." 

The other memorial is located at the Community Center. It is a bronze plaque located in the 
upper pond and faces southeast towards the lower pond. This plaque bears the insignia of five 
branches of the military. They include the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard. Text below the insignia reads, "In memoriam to the perpetual honor of the sons and 
daughters of the City of Sunnyvale who gave their lives in the service of their country." The 
Community Center veterans' memorial plaque is simple in design and honors all those who have 
died in service to the United States of America. 

In December 2005, City Council gave approval for a new memorial to be installed in Plaza del 
Sol. This action followed the review of six conceptual designs for a memorial and four possible 
locations. One of the six proposals included a simple bronze memorial located at the Community 
Center that would expand the existing plaque to incorporate the names of those individuals who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice. Council eventually adopted a conceptual plan for the design 
and construction of a significant memorial, fountain, path and landscaping plan to be included in 
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Phase I1 of the development of Plaza del Sol. Additional information may be found in Report to 
Council #05-373, Explore the Feasibility of Installing a Memorial Dedicated to Sunnyvale 
Citizens and City Employees Who Have Given Their Lives on Behalf of the City or Their Country 
- Study Issue. 

At this time, Phase II is listed as an unfunded capital project. Should City Council want to move 
forward with the development of a memorial not associated with Phase II of Plaza del Sol, staff 
recommends that it be funded using community-based rather than City resources. Similar 
memorials are oflen times funded by non-profit organizations (501 s.3) rather than by 
governmental agencies. 
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