2014 Council Study Issue

DPW 14-02 Feasibility of Increasing the Amount of Open Space Dedicated to
Natural Habitat Restoration and Preservation

Lead Department Public works
Sponsor(s) Parks & Recreation Commission
History (new) 1 year ago: 2 years ago:

1. Scope of the Study
a. What are the key elements of the study?

This study would examine the general feasibility and costs associated with increasing the amount
of open space dedicated to natural habitat restoration and preservation through acquisition of new
land, joint use agreements or the dedication of existing open space to that purpose. It would also
explore community accessibility to those natural habitat areas and opportunities for public
education. A survey of the city would initially be done to determine the extent of open space areas
in Sunnyvale that are undeveloped and contain natural habitats including Baylands Park, East and
West Channels, Stevens Creek corridor, Bay Trail, Landfill and portions of the San Francisco Bay
Wildlife Refuge or areas that have been developed to some extent but could be restored to a
natural habitat. For each area not currently owned or covered by a joint use agreement by the
city, the feasibility and cost of acquiring or establishing a joint use agreement would be
established. In addition each area would be examined to identify what portion of the site could be
set aside as a natural habitat and what is the scope of work required for preservation or
restoration.

It should be noted that aspects of this study are included in current study issues that are either in
progress, pending grant funding or deferred including:

DPW 13-12 “Acquisition of Approximately 18 Acres of Land Bounded by Highway 85 and Stevens
Creek”

DPW 13-13 “Feasibility of Establishing a Community Animal Farm for Children at the Sunnyvale
Landfill.

DPW 13-15 “Protecting Burrowing Owl Habitat on City Facilities”

b. What precipitated this study?
This Study was proposed by the Parks & Recreation Commission. This topic became of interest as
a result of study issue DPW 13-13 “Feasibility of Establishing a community Animal Farm for
Children at the Sunnyvale Landfill” which is exploring the recreational use of various areas at the

landfill. Those areas are largely undeveloped and one aspect of the study is the restoration and
preservation of natural habitat for Burrowing Owis and other wildlife.

c. Is this a multiple year project? Yes Planned Completion Year: 2015
2. Fiscal Impact

a. Cost to Conduct Study




i. Level of staff effort required (opportunity cost)
Major [ ] Moderate [ ] Minor

ii. Amount of funding above current budget required $ 300,000
Will seek budget supplement [ 1 Will seek grant funding

iii. Explanation of Cost:

Staff does not have the specific skills required in the areas of natural habitat preservation and
restoration to conduct this type of study. A consultant would be utilized and the cost is significant
given that each site mentioned in the study issue is unique. Habitat restoration work is complex
and typically requires detailed studies of the potential affects on wildlife. Acquiring and preserving
real property would require appraisals, title research, and potentially hazardous material
investigations to establish cost and feasibility.

b. Costs to Implement Study Results
[_] No cost to implement.
Unknown. Study would include assessment of potential costs.
[_1Some cost to implement. Explanation:

3. Expected participation in the process
XCouncil-approved work plan
P<{Council Study Session
XBoard/Commission Review by Parks & Recreation Commission

4 Staff Recommendation
a. Position: Drop.

b. Explanation: The study issue as presently defined is too broad making it cost
prohibitive. Several elements of the proposed study are already underway including
the Stevens Creek Trail feasibility study and planning for trail improvements along
the East and West channels. Completing these efforts may result in a more focused
and meaningful study in the future.
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