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2016 COUNCIL STUDY ISSUE
NUMBER
CDD 16-08

TITLE Explore Techniques for Requiring Specific Colors for Telecommunication Structures

BACKGROUND
Lead Department: Community Development

Support Department: N/A

Sponsor(s):
Board/Commission: Planning Commission

History:
1 year ago: N/A
2 years ago: N/A

SCOPE OF THE STUDY
What are the key elements of the study?
Free-standing telecommunications towers, such as monopoles, can be designed in many ways. In
some cases they are designed as a tree, or flag pole, or other types of urban structures. Other times
they are installed as a monopole only, with no camouflaging included in the design. In those cases,
the choice of color can assist in the structure’s ability to “disappear” in its immediate environment.
The use of bright colors can make it stand out more than dark colors. Dark green or black tends to be
less perceptible and also appear like other vertical objects found in our urban environment.

This issue would consider colors to paint monopoles in order to maximize concealment.

What precipitated this study?
Planning Commissioners attended a League of Cities conference where the use of colors to assist in
disguising telecommunications monopoles was discussed.

Planned Completion Year: 2016

FISCAL IMPACT
Cost to Conduct Study

Level of staff effort required (opportunity cost): Minor

Amount of funding above current budget required: $0

Funding Source: N/A
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Explanation of Cost: N/A

Cost to Implement Study Results
No cost to implement.

EXPECTED PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCESS
Council-approved work plan: No
Council Study Session: No
Reviewed by Boards/Commissions: Planning Commission

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Position: Drop

Explanation: This is an issue staff can consider as part of the review of telecommunications projects.
Additionally, it is unlikely that many new monopoles will be added in the City because wireless
coverage is being accomplished more on existing structures, so the time required to complete this
study may not be the most productive use of staff time.

Prepared By: Andrew Miner, Principal Planner
Reviewed By: Trudi Ryan, Planning Officer
Reviewed By: Hanson Hom, Director, Community Development
Reviewed By: Kent Steffens, Assistant City Manager
Approved By: Deanna J. Santana, City Manager
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