Information ltem 4
BPAC E-mail Messages and/or Letters

Enciosed is a copy of E-mail messages covering requests and/or relevant
information received after circulation of the agenda packet of the June 16" 2011
BPAC Special Meeting.
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Heba El-Guendy - Re: Web BPAC Request - Street: Moffet Parkway

AR

From: Heba El-Guendy

To:

Date: 7/18/2011 2;26 PM

Subject: Re: Web BPAC Request - Street: Moffet Parkway

Hello,

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention. Please be advised that new bike detector cards have been installed to
test this location for cyclists traveling in the eastbound through and eastbound left-turn directions. Please do not hesitate to
inform us if you continue to experience timing issues when crossing Mathilda Avenue at Moffett Park Drive.

Best regards,

Héba El-Guendy, T.E.

Senior Transportation Planner

Division of Transportation and Traffic

City of Sunnyvaie Public Works Department
456 West Olive Avenue

Sunnyvale, CA 94088

Tel: (408) 730-2713

Fax: (408) 737-4943

é Please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this or any other e-mail.

On 6/20/2011 at 4:05 PM, "emailer" <emailer@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us> wrote:
Name

Email
Street Moffet Parkway

Between Mathilda
Street

and Street
Landmarks

Suggestion Could you please make the green longer for crossing Mathilda on
Moffet Park ? Even if I jump on the pedals when the light goes
green for Moffet Park, I'm usually still in the intersection when
Matilda gets its green, and all too often, I can't jump on the pedals
when I get my green because west bound Moffet Park turning south
on Mathilda traffic is still going.... Thanks,

——
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Heba El-Guendy - Re: Popularity of Slurry Seal on Bike Routes

From:

To: Public works <pubworks@ci.sunnyvate.ca.us>

Date: 7/18/2011 11:54 AM

Subject: Re: Popularity of Shurry Seal on Bike Routes

CC: Frances Moralez <FMoralez@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us>, Tony Pineda <TPineda@eci.sunnyvale.ca,us>, Heba El-
Guendy <helguendy(@ci.sunnyvale.ca,us>

Hi,

Thanks for the reply. I appreciate the time taken to respond. I remain unsatisfied with the response, however.
Perhaps there is a professional association, forum or conferences where pavement maintenance is discussed and the
issue of pavement smoothness in the context of cyclists is also raised? It would seem sensible that there is work or

research somewhere in this world (not just the U.S.) to produce optimal, low cost surfaces that are a bit better for
cyclists. For example, perhaps there is a better way of applying the slurry seal that makes it smoother.

It also seems odd that other cities, who also have cost concerns and who are often in climates or with soils that are
prone to worse road deterioration, can find solutions that are better for cyclists. Do they have different priorities with
regard to cyclists? Or are they looking at the same numbers and data but coming up with different answers?

How do we change the priorities and interpretation of data here in Sunnyvale to show more favor to cyclists? I have to
admit that I am a bit of a skeptic with regard to your interpretation and conclusion, but then I hardly have access to the
same data. Or how do we find better solutions?

Regards,

On Mon, Jul 18,2011 at 11:34 AM, Public works <pubworks@ci,sunnyvale.ca.us> wrote:

=
&y

Dear

Thank you for expressing your concerns about paving surfaces and bicycling. Sunnyvale's
maintenance philosphy embraces cost-effective means for extending the life of pavement
surfaces. Shurry seal and chip seal are used as pavement conditions begin to show signs of
fatigue. In the case of shurry seal, it can extend the life of a roadway for 10 years for a tiny
fraction of the cost of a pavement overlay ($0.15 per square foot for slurry vs. § 3.00 per
square foot for asphalt overlay). The tradeoff is that the roadway surface is not as smooth. If
slurry seals are not applied and the roadway is allowed to deteriorate until deterioration
reaches a level requiring overlay and sufficient funds for an asphalt overlay are available, this
can result in a rough roadway surface as well, including potholes and surface cracks that can
also pose issues for bicychists. Increasing the frequency of asphalt overlays would represent a
significant cost to the City for which there is insufficient funding avaiiable. Sunnyvale is not
likely to pursue exponentially more expensive pavement maintenance practices that might
require deferred maintenance and greater decline in pavement conditions. \ 6
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Thank you,
Public works

Request #; 16869

From:

Date: 07-11-11 11:55 pm

Subject:  Popularity of Shurry Seal on Bike Routes

Message: ['ve been travelling lately and having the great fortune of having my bike with
me. What I've been seeing is new, well built bike lanes and paths popping up in
many cities across this contintent. Most all of these lanes and paths seem to have
had special attention paid to providing a good, smooth surface for bikes to ride
on. In Sunnyvale, however, there is a passion for adding slurry seal to roads.
We've seen it on Fremont a few years back, and on minor roads (eg. my street
Ticonderoga). We are even seeing slurry seal on formerly very smooth roads
such as Remington. We got great new bike lanes on Remington, but the surface
was degraded with the application of the slurry seal. The department of public
works argues that the shurry seal smooths out after a while. That's true, but if a
good road scores a 10, shurry seal is a 5, and well worn slurry seal is maybe a 7.
Where bikes ride on the road doesn’t tend to get as well worn as where cars
drive. How can we ask the city to give greater priority to the comfort of cyclists
by improving road surfaces? Is there a process, or someone we should write to?
Are there standards? Regards,

\6
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Heba EI-Guendy - Web Contact - Request ID: 16625 Reply: No, Subject: advanced stop line

From: "emailer” <emailer@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us>

To: "Contact - heiguendy@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us" <helguendy@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us>
Date: 6/23/2011 5:58 PM

Subject: Web Contact - Request 1D: 16625 Reply: No, Subject: advanced stop line

Dear BPAC,

Below is message 16625, no reply is needed.
X, Reply X Raassign 3¢ Close with no reply
From

Reply Needed No

Location Description: evelyn crossing mary ave
Subject advanced stop line ,
Message hitp: fiwww.bikexprt.com/bikepol/facil/stopline.him something like this

might make that intersection a litte safer, right now it feels like we are ieft
to the fates 100 feet before and after the intersection :)

|7
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Heba El-Guendy - Fwd: Re: BPAC May 26th public comments

From: Heidi Kirk

To: COUNCIL

Date: 6/21/2011 10:56 AM

Subject: Fwd: Re: BPAC May 26th public comments ‘

cc: Campbell, Coryn; El-Guendy, Heba; Luebbers, Gary; Rose, Marvin; Uribe,

Christina; Walker, Robert; Witthaus, Jack

Forwarding from Council AnswerPoint, - Michelle

On 6/21/2011 at 10:54 AM, Heidi Kirk <Heidi Kirk@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us> wrote:

Mr.

Thank you for copying the Council AnswerPoint on your email. I am forwarding your message
to Council, copying key City staff for their information as well.

Michelle Zahraie for Heidi Kirk

Heid! Kirk

Executive Assistant

Office of the Mayor and City Council
City of Sunnyvale
hkirk@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us
www.cl.sunnyvale.ca.us

PH: (408) 730-7470

FAX: (408) 730-7699

On 6/20/2011 at 2:19 PM, wrote:
Dear Sunnyvale BPAC members,

Thank you for listening to me and my neighbors express our concerns at your May 26,
2011 meeting regarding the safety of streets and sidewalks in our neighborhood.

One of the action items suggested to me was to request traffic calming measures on our
streets to address the speeding vehicle issues. At this meeting, Jack Witthaus provided to
me the necessary forms. I am in the process of filling these out now and getting the
signatures of my neighbors.

As you may remember from my presentation, speeding was not the only one issue that we
ratsed at this meeting.

The intersection of San Diego Ave & E. Hemlock Ave has some chronic safety issues that
we talked about and were hoping the commission couid make some recommendations to
city staff. '

1 identified the severe lack of school crosswalks on the back side of Columbia Middle School
as compared to the other public schools in Sunnyvale. Many children walking to school take
E. Hemlock ave, crossing Borregas Ave and San Diego Ave, neither of which have
crosswalks painted.

I requested that the city either paint the no parking zones at the inside and outside corners
of San Diego Ave & E. Hemlock Ave, or let me and my neighbors buy the paint and perform
the labor ourselves to save the city the expense of painting.

|7
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We discussed the recent double-yeliow center-line painting at this same intersection and
how this appears to have the effect of encouraging people to go even faster around the
corner.

We also talked about this intersection being a primary route for pedestrians accessing the
school and park, and the lack of ADA curb cut on the current 2011/2012 curb cut schedule
in Sunnyvale.

As 1 stated above, I am pursing the traffic calming measures to address the speeding
vehicles. At this point, I am asking for advice on how to proceed with these other
pedestrian related items:

1. paint school-zone crosswalks on all routes children walk to/from Columbia Middle School
2. raise the priority of ADA curb cuts for all routes to/from Columbia Park

3. install stop sign at the intersection of San Diego Ave & E, Hemiock Ave

Regards,

19
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Heba El-Guendy - Consider reverse angle parkmg by Washmgtcn Pool on Pastoria and Washington

From:  ___..

To: Sunnyvale <bpac(@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us>, Heba El-Guendy <helguendy@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us>, Jack Witthaus
<jwitthaus(@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us>, <council@eci.sunnyvale.ca.us>

Date: 6/16/2011 10:12 AM _

Subject: Consider reverse angle parking by Washington Pool on Pastoria and Washington

Hi,
Perhaps the city should look at Reverse Angle parklng around Washmgton pool area where the path of
cyclists is immediately behind bumpers of cars.. Statistics show its a win win for all safety-wisel.

Reverse Angle parking has been very successful in reducing both car collisions (23%) and ped/bike/car
injury collisions (43% decrease!). It put children being unloaded typically from right side of cars, next to the
sidewalk, with the open car door protecting them from dashing into the street. Typical heads in parking, the
open car door blocks access to the safety of the sidewalk and tends to funnel children into the path of traffic.
See the city of Baltimore info sheet at :
http./iwww.hampdenhappenings.org/HCC_WEB/Zoning_PdffRAP/The Art Of Reverse Anqle pdf.

Regards

0
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The Art Of Reverse Angle Parking

or why you want reverse angle parking but don’t know it yet

By. George L Peters Jr. Chairman
HCC Zoning & Land Use Committee

Very soon Hampden will be first in
Baltimore yet again, we will be the
first neighborhood to institute
reverse angle parking. Initially there
will be one test area located on the
east side of Chestnut Avenue
between 36™ Street and 34™ Street
for 2 long continuous blocks of
Reverse angle parking, (it is really
more like 4 blocks if you count the
intersections on the west side of the
street) but hopefully in the next few
months we will have reverse angle
parking on some other appropriate
blocks in the neighborhood as well.

At this point you may be wondering
a couple of things. What exactly is
reverse angle parking and why in
the world would we want it here in
Hampden?

To answer the first guestion, reverse
angle parking is like regular diagonal

'REVERSE ANGLE

3. REVERSE

PARKING ONLY

IT'S AS
EASY AS
1-2-3

1. SIGNAL
2. STOP

This is a rendering of what a posted
Revarse angle parking sign may look like

parking except that you enter the space by backing into it instead of pulling
forward into the space. Reverse angie parking, also know as Back-in angle
parking, operates under the basic premise that it's always better to "Reverse
into the known” (i.e., you are able to see the space before backing into it). With
regular diagonal parking, as a driver, you are required to back out into the

unknown due to obstruction of vision.

The answer to the Why would we want it here in Hampden question is two fold.
First it will create more parking spaces, 25%-30% more. As more and more cars
come to our heighborhood to compete for our already limited number of
parking spaces, reconfiguring our existing on street parking is vitai to
sustaining the level of livability that we all expect and deserve. If reverse angle
parking is put into place in the appropriate areas of Hampden we could gam as

many as 100 new parking Spaces.

Second it's safer, A recent study in Pottstown, Pennsylvania found a 25%
reduction in the number of accidents as a result of reverse angie parking. The
study also found a 43% reduction in accidents involving injuries related to
parking. When pulling out of a reverse angle diagonal space, the driver has a
unobstructed view of oncoming traffic by simply looking left before pulling out.

“

2\




Cyclists are also much more visible, which reducing the potential of car-bike
accidents. There are also safety advantages when it comes to loading and
unloading. When loading or unioading a small child for instance, reverse angle
parking allows your car doors to open to the safety zone of the sidewalk, as
opposed to opening towards the danger zone of the street. With the door as a
barrier, children and pets are much more likely to take the path of least
resistance to the sidewalk. Additionally, it is safer and more convenient, to load
items into and out of the back of your vehicle,

Now finally we come to the reverse angle $50,000 question. How exactly do |
reverse angle park? | didn’t need to do this when | took my driving test. Well
relax it’s easy and | am going to tell you how, In fact living in Hampden | will
assume that you are already an old pro at parallel parking, so reverse angle
parking is going to be a piece of cake. Here is how it's done.

« Put on your right turn signal as you approach the parking space.

+ Don't make any turns away from or into the spot before reversing, just
continue along your normal path of travel, just outside the parking spaces.

» Think of it like parailel parking - pull past the parking space until the rear
tires of your vehicle are even with the end of the parking space and then just
turn your steering wheel to the right while backing up just like parailel parking
without the final step.

» Use your mirrors to see the parking stripes to center yourself in the space.
+ Use the front of your vehicle as a reference for how far to pull back - if you
drive a pickup truck or larger vehicle with a lot of overhang, be careful not to
pull too far back and block the sidewalk.

» Practice - it only takes a few times to get the hang of it.

There are plenty of places around the country that have successfully
implemented reverse angle parking including Brooklyn, New York, Portland,
Pottstown, Salem, Salt Lake, Seattle, Tacoma, Tucson, Washington DC,
Vancouver and Wilmington. What is found time and time again after reverse
angle parking is implemented is that it is safe, convenient, and of course who in
Hampden can argue with more parking spaces.

if you would like more information on Reverse Angle Parking please go to
www.hampdehappenings.com/zoning

22




Information item 5

BPAC Active ltems List Update

The Commission’s active items list is attached for your reference. Concerns
regarding operational matters such as signal operations and bicycle detection are
not individually listed, but will be regularly addressed during the BPAC meetings.
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