
CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
 

DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION 

ARTS UNIT 
 

April 17, 2013 
 
 
 
TO: Arts Commission 
 
FROM: Kristin Dance, Visual Arts Coordinator 
  
THROUGH: Lisa G. Rosenblum, Director of Library and Community Services 
 
SUBJECT: 580 N. Mary Avenue/Peery-Arrillaga 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Under the City’s Art in Private Development Ordinance, Peery-Arrillaga’s project at 580 N. Mary 
Avenue is required to provide public art. The procedure established for reviewing the artwork is 
as follows:  
 
1) Review the artist’s background to ensure he/she has the experience and knowledge to 

design, fabricate and install a large-scale artwork. 
 
2) Review the artwork itself to determine whether or not the nature and style of the artwork is 

appropriate to the architecture and site. 
 
3) Determine whether or not the proposed artwork is appropriate in scale for the overall 

development. 
 
4) Review the location of the artwork for visibility to the public. 
 
The purpose of this memo is to provide information about the proposed artwork and to solicit 
Arts Commission approval of the final design. Under the Art in Private Development 
Ordinance, the Art Commission is authorized to make a final determination of the proposed 
artwork. The Commission’s decision may be appealed by the developer to the City Council. 
 

Public Hearing 2 
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Discussion 
 
Project Description: This project is located at the northeast corner of Mary Avenue and 
Maude Avenue, on the site of the former Mary Avenue Post Office (Attachment A – Street 
Map). The developer is constructing a 5-story office building. 
 
The site is bordered on all sides by Industrial/Research & Development uses. The 
surrounding area includes offices for Hewlett Packard, Synopsys, Apple and Blue Coat. Staff 
anticipates a moderate amount of pedestrian traffic as employees from nearby corporate 
campuses and smaller businesses walk to nearby restaurants, and a high volume of 
vehicular traffic because that portion of Maude Avenue is a direct link to the Hwy 237 on/off 
ramps, and a direct link to Mathilda Avenue which has entrances to Hwy 101. 
 
Artwork Location: The proposed location for the artwork is at the main entrance of the 
building, adjacent to the vehicular entrance located along Maude Avenue. (Attachment B – 
Site Map.) This location will be approximately 25’ from the street and allow for unobstructed 
viewing by site visitors and passing motorists traveling along Maude Avenue.  
 
Selected Artist: The selected artist for the project is Los Angeles based painter and sculptor 
Laddie John Dill (Attachment C – Artist’s Resume). Mr. Dill is well known in the public art 
field, having begun his career in the early seventies, and his work resides in such renowned 
public collections as the Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco; Oakland Museum, Oakland; 
Smithsonian Institute, Washington D.C.; Chicago Art Institute, Chicago; Museum of Modern 
Art, New York City; Cedar-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles;  Norton Simon Museum, 
Pasadena; Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.; and Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art, Los Angeles. Mr. Dill was also selected as the proposed artist for the 600 W. California 
Avenue project, which the Commission reviewed and approved at their February 20, 2013, 
meeting. 
 
Artwork Proposal: Mr. Dill has designed a site-specific, abstract sculpture entitled 
“Technically West” (Attachment D – Computer Rendering of Proposed Art). The sculpture will 
stand approximately 20’ tall and 8’-12’ wide depending on which side the sculpture is being 
viewed from. The feet of the sculpture will be secured to a 12’ diameter steel base installed 
just below grade level. Decorative pavers will be installed at grade level over the steel plate 
hiding the base from view (Attachment E – Computer Rendering of the Proposed Artwork in 
Its Location). 
 
The sculpture will be constructed out of welded Cor-Ten steel. A salt wash will be applied to 
the steel’s surface to give it a rust-like appearance while protecting it from the elements. The 
artist sees the sculpture as a “subconscious nod to the technological evolution” of Silicon 
Valley. Each abstract element of the sculpture “extends higher than the previous, just as the 
achievements of Silicon Valley have reached great and greater heights”. He also notes that 
the elements reiterate the shapes of many native California plants (such as palm trees and 
cacti) and notes that these native plants need no maintenance, much like Cor-Ten steel.  
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Lighting: The developer is proposing to up-light the sculpture on all four sides from grade 
level.  
 
Maintenance:  The artwork will require no maintenance. The Cor-Ten steel is meant to react 
naturally to the elements. It will develop a rust-like appearance while remaining structurally 
sound. 
 
Corporate Logo: Staff has determined that the artwork bears no resemblance to the 
developer’s logo. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends approving the artwork as it is proposed, since it adequately meets the criteria 
outlined in the Art in Private Development regulation.  
 
Commission Action 
 
The Commission is being asked to take action on the proposed artwork. The Commission may 
vote to:  
 
1.   Approve the proposed artwork as it is proposed. 
2.  Not approve the proposed artwork. 
 
 
cc: Lisa G. Rosenblum, Director, Library and Community Services Department 
 
 
Attachment A: Street Map 

Attachment B: Site Map  

Attachment C: Artist’s Resume 

Attachment D: Computer Rendering of Proposed Sculpture 

Attachment E: Computer Rendering of Proposed Sculpture in Its Location 



Address 580 N Mary Ave
Sunnyvale, CA 94085

©2013 Google - Map data ©2013 Google -

Google Maps

3/29/2013http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=580+N+Mary+Ave...
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