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Dog Parks and Off-Leash Alternatives in Sunnyvale's Park System 

The City of Sunnyvale is studying dog parks and off-leash alternatives to dog parks. As part of the study, 

the public is encouraged to provide input by completing this survey. This survey is open to anyone and is 

not restricted to dog owners or residents of Sunnyvale. 

Total# Surveys Collected at Community Outreach Meetings or Hard Copies at City Hall: 74 

1. Would you support more dog parks established Sunnyvale parks or other City-owned property 

with permanent- fenced1 off-leash areas for dogs? 

Yes No 

Yes- 70 94.5% 

No-4 5.4% 

2. Several sites in Sunnyvale are currently being reviewed for the feasibility of establishing an 

off-leash area for dogs. Would you support adding a designated off-leash area for dogs at the 

following sites? 

• Las Palmas (small dog area) 

• Lakewood Park 

• Fair Oaks Park 

• Serra Park 

Las Palmas 

Lakewood 

Fair Oaks 

Yes- 56 

Yes-54 

Yes -52 

75% 

72% 

70% 

Serra Yes- 43 58% 

yes no 

yes no 

yes no 

yes no 

If you answered no and would like to explain or would like to suggest another location, please 

comment below: 

• Panama Park- Yes! 

• Also Raynor & Ortega 

• Raynor 

• Panama- off leash hours 

• Would like Panama to have off-leash hours 

• Panama 

• Scheduled off-leash time at Panama 

• There should be off-leash time at Panama 

• Panama Park 

• Panama/Ortega 

• Need more dog park close to Lakewood to handle dogs from Lakewood, Fairwood & 

Trailer Parks -I would not drive to another dog park if not on north side 

1 Summary of Hard Copy Survey Results I April- May 2013 

-



• Fairwood Park- Yes- A location close to where I live 

• Fairwood Park- Yes 

• Baylands 

• Baylands 

• Baylands- 5 acres at least 

• Baylands- 3 to 5 acres 

• Baylands 

• Baylands- 3 acres at least 

• Serra Park- Yes- good to support local businesses 

• Off-leash permit fee for designated area 

• Separate large & Small dogs 

• Murphy Park 

• Fairwood Park- Yes 

ATTACHMENT _c, __ ~ 
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• Lakewood only on southside between the bike path and the houses facing Lakehaven 

(around the area that has a fence around tall reeds) 

• Panama full park off-leash hours; close in the fence would also be nice 

• Green belt areas 

• Braly Park off of Iris 

• If only you designate dog parks and human only parks and not mix the two~ 

3. If additional permanently fenced off-leash areas in dog parks are established in Sunnyvale, 

what amenities/features should be included? Rank in order of preference, where #1 is most 

preferred. (note: most respondents checked boxes, but did not rank) 

0 Bulletin board(s) 

0 Dispenser for dog waste bags 

0 Double-gated entry 

0 Trash receptacles 

0 Separate area for large and small dogs 

D Artificial turf 

0 Trees/shade 

D Decomposed granite 

D Benches 

0 Grass/natural turf 

0 Picnic Tables 

D ·Other (please specify) 

4. Would you support designated off-leash areas for dogs without fencing in Sunnyvale parks? 

D Yes 

0 Yes, but at restricted times only 

D No 

2 Summary of Hard Copy Survey Results I April- May 2013 



If no, why not? 

Yes -38 51% 

Yes, restricted times - 13 17% 

No -12 16% 

Skipped Question: 11 

Comments: 

ATTACHMENT-~~­
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• This is the most important! Please, allow dogs off-leash in Panama Park 

• Would support off-leash areas at designated times; it is preferable to be able to walk to 

a place where you can have your dog off-leash 

• Yes- most definitely 

• Allow dog owners to use lawn areas at other park areas/schools. Maybe require folks to 

get permission i.e. proof dog has shots, education on poop pick-up, dog training, etc. It 

is done informally now. 

• Scheduled off-leash time at Panama Park 

• There should be off-leash hours at Panama 

• Dogs need off-leash time/community time with other dogs and other people 

• Yes, but has to be monitored 

• No, there are too many people with pit bulls and other unpredictable dogs. 

• I suggest that dogs less than 30 lbs. be exempted from being on leash ifthey have a city 

tag and owner is around. 

• No- animal nature 

• Full Panama Park when park is virtually empty- allow off-leash 

• No- not all dog owners have control of their dogs even though they think they do. 

• No- use the dog park 

• No- enough off-leash already 

• No- not safe for dogs 

• No- dogs and children need separation 

• No- dogs are unreliable and can easily knock someone over 

• No- dogs already run free all day in Las Palmas. One killed my cat. 

• No- fencing is necessary 

• Fencing around my idea OK. Dog parks only, so dogs do not run out into the street. You 

should have at least 4-5 parks for humans and dogs. The rest of the parks in Sunnyvale 

"No Dogs Allowed." Within the 4-5 dog parks, you can make them "leash area" or "run 

free" area. Out of the 4-5 "dogs only" park, you can have 2 parks for small dogs, only. 

You can have people pay a fee for time slots, 30 minute increments to have dog run 

exclusively reserved. 

• Dogs can get aggressive and run after things randomly 

3 
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5. Would you support dog owners being allowed to set-up owner-supplied, temporary fencing 

for their dogs to run off-leash in Sunnyvale parks? 

Yes No 

If no, why not? 

Yes-41 55% 

No -15 20% 

Skipped Question -18 24% 

Comments: 

• Bring own fencing- great idea! 

• Not without specific, enforced time limits 

• If fence in the only way to keep animal control out 

• No sure how I feel about this- could be very intrusive to other visitors. Why not a long cable 20ft. 

anchored in the ground. 

• Yes, especially if there is no other option for small dogs. 

• Fencing material must be adequate to contain and high enough. 

• Storage, set-up and take-down is a nuisance, but it works! Advantage: grass can be maintained 

without having to work around a fixed barrier 

• No- dog runs are in place for that purpose. 

Are you a Sunnyvale resident? 

Yes No 

Yes-58 78% 

No-1 1% 

Skipped Question -15 

6. Do you own a dog? 

Yes No 

Yes-53 72% 

No-6 8% 

Skipped Question -15 20% 

7. Do you visit Sunnyvale Parks? 

Yes- 57 77% No 0 Skipped Question -17 22% 

OTHER COMMENTS: 

• Water feature for dogs to play in and cool off. Fair Oaks has the fountain kids can play in. Dogs 

would enjoy a similar feature 

• The City needs to improve enforcement against littering, vandalism in general, and irresponsible dog 

owners. 

4 
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• I suggest that dogs less than 30 lbs be exempted from being on leash if they have a City tag and 

owner is around. 

• I suggest having non-uniformed officers on foot or bikes and/or cameras. The schedule of fines 

should be increasing: 1'1 offense =warning, 2nd offense= moderately low fine ($100), 3'd offense= 

$300, 41
h offense= Fine+ Prosecution 

• The bike path is full of weeds, the Hetch Hetchy area is always vandalized and smells like gas, should 

work with PG&E and Water District to stop gangs and destruction. 

• I think a list of dog regulations should be included in our utilities bill; every household receives a bill 

• Some dog owners think they have full control but they don't. That is hard to regulate. Very few 

people know that a 6' leash is a regulation in Sunnyvale. 

• In Sunnyvale, many years ago, Adult Education had a class for dog owners to to work on training 

your dogs behavior around other dogs. Dog training today is VERY EXPENSIVE. Would love to see 

that happen again. 

• No food in dog areas 

• How many special areas can a park maintain? 

S Summary of Hard Copy Survey Results I April- May 2013 
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SUMMARY of CORRESPONDENCE 
City of Sunnyvale 
Public Comments 

~council Study Issue DPW 13-14: 
:Feasibility of Establishing Additional Dog Parks and Alternatfves in 
Sunnyvale's Park System 

The following is a summary of public comments received via email and/or voicemail 
regarding dog parks and alternatives in Sunnyvale's Park System. 

Date Via Resident Abbreviated Comments : 

4/1/13 email Yes • Concerned with safety of park users due to dogs 
off-leash at Panama Park. 

• Off-leash dogs interfere with permitted sports 
use. 

4/1/13 Email, Yes • Concerned about dogs off leash at Panama Park. 
Parks AP • Children have been scared and knocked down by 

dogs several times. 
• Stepped in dog feces many times. 
• I was recently bitten by a dog. 
• Support additional dog park facilities in Sunnyvale 

with corresponding enforcement of leash taws. 
• Needs to be multiple dog parks conveniently 

located to reduce current illegal defacto dog 
parks. 

• Do not sacrifice the limited team sport field space 
during peak youth league practice times. 

4/4/13 Email, Yes • Concerned about the dogs off leash Lakewood. 
Parks AP Dog ran after son, growling and barking while 

playing soccer. 
• We find it very rude and inconsiderate that 

people leave their dogs off leash ALL THE TIME. 
• Need authorities to start ticketing people who 

have their dogs off leash. 

4/7/13 Email, Yes • Serra Park dog run feasible space in the trees 
Parks AP adjacent to Serra School buildings 

• The City should take measures to ensure pet 
owners take responsibility for their pets and keep 
impacts to the neighbors to a minimum. 

417/13 Email, Yes • Add Fairwood Park to list of potential dog parks. 
Parks AP • A lot of owners have their dogs off-leash in the 

grassy area. 
• Suggested times 7-10 a.m. and 5-8 p.m. 

Page 1 of 4 
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4/7/13 Email Yes 

4/9/2013 Email Yes 

4/12/2013 Email Yes 

4/8/2013 Voicemail Yes 

4/16/2013 Voicemail Yes 

r a.~v 1 1 v• ~ fA 

• Live near Las Palmas. Support a fenced dog park 
for small dogs. COMPLETELY AGAINST open area 
for dogs or temporary fencing. 

• Some dog owners have proven repeatedly that 
they do not control their dogs. 

• Coach soccer at Las Palmas; problem with players 
stepping in dog poop. This ruins the whole 
practice and risks health problems for kids. 

• Rude dog owners. Dogs run over and take soccer 
cones; owners think it is funny and return a 
chewed up cone. 

• Give small dog owners their own area. Do not let 
them continue to leave dog poop all over parks. 

• Live near Las Palmas w I wife and 3 kids. 
• Concern about lack of care by dog owners who let 

their dogs off leash (big & small dogs) 
• Have stepped and fallen in dog poop when playing 

ball. 
• Animal control has not enforced it; signage is 

extremely small/ non-existent. 
• Recommend simply erect a small fence within the 

larger dog park that is cordoned off for smaller 
dogs. 

• Owners should be using existing dog park. 
• Small dog owners have claimed the grassy area of 

Las Patmas as their own. 
• Scary for children to play because they become 

targets for the dogs and get chased. 
• Difficult to have a soccer or baseball game 

without stepping in dog poop. 
• Large dogs also off-leash unfenced - taking over 

the grassy area, yet close to Las Palmas Dog Park. 
• Calls to Animal Control to report violations have 

done nothing to curb the problem. Current off­
leash regulations need to be enforced. 

• Should be a separate area for small dogs at Las 
Palmas Park. 

• Wants a dog park at Serra Park. There used to be 
a group that would get together with dogs off­
leash. Recently, animal control gave out citations 
and the group no longer goes to the park. 

l Public Comments 
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'p~ae~ ?( oi ?~ --4/16/2013 Email Yes • Suggests an off-leash voice and sight command 
program. Example: City of Boulder's Voice and 
Sight Dog Tag Program. 

4/16/2013 Letter Yes • The location of the Las Palmas Dog Park 
represents no respect for "Mathilda Garden 
Apartments" and the single family homes edging 
Las Palmas main parking lot. 

• Dog park is dirty, unattractive, run-down. 
• We have to deal with noise and dust in our back 

yard. 
• Move the present dog park to a central location 

with separate enclosures for large & small dogs, 
including water, benches, shade, and plastic bags. 

• Many dog owners have always allowed their dogs 
to run loose throughout the park. Enforcement of 
leash law is totally lacking and never enforced. 

5/3/2013 Web Yes • Opposes spending even one penny of City 
Request resources on a "Dog Park". Code violations are 

not enforced. A dog park would be a liability 
Sunnyvale cannot afford. 

• Other ways to improve our town with the public's 
best interest at heart. Dog park is not one of 
them. 

5/16/2013 Email Yes • People are more interested in off-leash access to 
their local parks, rather than some new dog park 
to which they have to drive. 

• Need off-leash access at Panama Park 
• Turn Las Palmas duck pond into a dog park. Pond 

is kept empty/dry most of the year, which is a 
waste of space. 

• Use existing dog park as a small dog area; once it 
has new turf. 

• Make the duck pond a large dog area with 
artificial turf over most of it, but with a small 
area kept as a pond for water dogs to chase balls, 
etc. 

• This pond would use a portion of the existing 
plumbing, and might require construction of a 
concrete ramp for dog to easily exit the water. 

• The rest of the area may be filled in and topped 
with artificial turf. 

• This would be welcomed by many dog owners. 

- ~ Public Comments 
Summary of Correspondence 



5/20/2013 Web Yes • Concerned about dogs off leash at Lakewood Park. 
Request My son has been chased several times and is now 

terrified of dogs. Today at the park I saw at least 
10 dogs without leashes. A small dog came after 
my son, his ears were down and teeth were 
showing. I felt threatened. I wish and plead for 
someone to address this issue. We saw the dog 
owner was not carrying any leashes. 

• I wish dog owners would be more responsible for 
their pets. It's really getting out of hand. I feel 
like small dog owners feel they don't have to use 
the leash. That doesn't mean much when my son 
is running screaming-terrified. Are there any 
leash laws? Are small dogs an exception? 

Public Comments 
Summary of Correspondence 



City Population 

,747 

Gilroy 49,391 

Los Gatos 29,651 

DOG PARKS AND OFF-LEASH AREAS IN MUNICIPALITIES IN 

Mary Avenue (proposed) no- On 7/21/09 

Las Animas Veterans Dog 

Park 

Los Gatos Creek County, 

located in Campbell 

yes@ 

proposed 

Page 1 of 6 

0 no 

5 parking 

benches, trash 

receptacles, dispensers 

for waste mitts and a 

drinking fountain. 

water; double­

entry; benches 

Refer to Campbell's dog 

park 
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DOG PARKS AND OFF-LEASH AREAS IN MUNICIPALITIES IN ATTACHMENT D 

Morgan Hill Morgan Hill Dog Park no 

Mt. View 74,723 Shoreline Dog Park; dogs Yes, with dog no no 

are not allowed at training permit in 

Park certain areas of 

Cuesta, Rengstorff & 

an 

Palo Alto Mitchell; Greer and no no 

Hoover Parks 

San Jose 958,789 Nine dog parks: Butcher, no no 

no yes no no 

Belmont 26,031 no yes no no 3/4 acre 
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DOG PARKS AND OFF-LEASH AREAS IN MUNICIPALITIES IN ATTACHMENT D 

Daly City yes no no bags; adjacent picnic 

Foster City 30,790 no 

Menlo Park 32,319 Nealon Park M-F 8 AM- no Organized group 

lOAM; Willow Oaks Park of dog owners@ 

and4PMto Nealon Park 

City 77,712 no .6 acres. 

Partnership w/ 

Commodore Park no 
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DOG PARKS AND OFF-LEASH AREAS IN MUNICIPALITIES IN 

Hills Dog 

Park; 

Page 4 of 6 

no no 

no 

ATTACHMENT D 

leash program 

hours vary by 

season w/ sports 

and camps 

3 acres at Seal 

Point 

area for small 1.3 acres at Main 

at Washington Dog Street; 5.7 acreas 

rk at Washington 

17-acres at Cesar 

Chavez Park; 

Public Art called 

"Animal Series" 



Hayward 145,839 

livermore 81,678 

392,932 

Pleasanton 

DOG PARKS AND OFF-LEASH AREAS IN MUNICIPALITIES IN 

Five fenced dog parks; 

unfenced dog area at 

Robertson Park 

Muirwood Community 

Park 

no 

at Robertson 

dow area 
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no 

no no 

no no 

0 

ATTACHMENT D 

independent 

special district 

of Oakland offers: Dog Maintenance 

Play Parties, Dog Dog Play areas. 

Birthday Parties, Puppy Users are 

Play Class, Senior Dog responsible for 

Fitness Class, Pool Party 

& Canine Activity Fair 

Play surface is bark X 10 



DOG PARKS AND OFF-LEASH AREAS IN MUNICIPALITIES IN 

Union City rigon Dog Park no yes no no 
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EXCERPT 

FROM DRAFT MINUTES OF THE 

JUlY 10, 2013 

ATIACHMENT E 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING ARE FORTHCOMING 


