
 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING 

 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2008 
 
2008-0210 - University of East-West Medicine [Applicant] Lawrence Expressway 
Square LLC [Owner]: Application for a Use Permit to allow an institution of higher 
learning in a 5,500 sq. ft. tenant space in an existing industrial building. The property is 
located at 595 Lawrence Expressway (at Duane Ave.) in an M-S/POA/PD (Industrial & 
Service/Place of Assembly/Planned Development) Zoning District. (APN: 205-23-017) SB 
 
In attendance:  Patrick Conkin, Applicant; Gerri Caruso, Administrative Hearing Officer; 
Diana O’Dell, Project Planner; Luis Uribe, Staff Office Assistant. 
 
Ms. Gerri Caruso, Administrative Hearing Officer, on behalf of the Director of 
Community Development, explained the format that would be observed during the public 
hearing. 
 
Ms. Caruso announced the subject application. 
 
Diana O’Dell, Project Planner, stated that the proposal uses 5,500 sq. ft. of an existing 
32,510 sq. ft. industrial building for an institution of higher learning.  Educational uses 
are allowed in the M-S/POA/PD with a Special Development Permit. No exterior changes 
are proposed as part of this application.  Staff did have the opportunity to go over the 
conditions with the applicant.  The applicant did have some concerns regarding the 
Conditions of Approval (COA) and staff is requesting modifications to conditions 4.A., 
5.A., and 6.A. 
 
Ms. Caruso opened the public hearing. 
 
Patrick Conkin, Applicant, received and reviewed a copy of the staff report.  Mr. Conkin 
asked for clarification on some conditions.  Ms. O’Dell explained the parking analysis to 
the applicant.  Mr. Conkin wanted to know why the fee on COA 4.A. would have to be 
paid up front, Ms. Caruso explained the condition.  Mr. Conkin wanted to know why an 
arborist report is needed; Ms. Caruso stated that they are looking for evidence that the 
trees can be revived.  Ms. O’Dell stated that staff did do a site visit after the report was 
circulated and it was noted that the trees do look to be alive and in good health.  Ms. 
Caruso stated that prior to obtaining occupancy the landscaping must be revived or new 
trees planted.   
 
Ms. Caruso closed the public hearing. 
 
Ms. Caruso approved the application subject to the findings and conditions of 
approval located in the staff report with a modified landscaping condition that the 
applicant must submit a landscaping plan and estimate regarding the existing 
landscaping. If the current landscaping cannot be revived within 90 days the 
original conditions will remain. 
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Ms. Caruso stated that the decision is final unless appealed to the Planning 
Commission with payment of the appeal fee within the 15-day appeal period. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:54 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes approved by: 
Gerri Caruso 
Principal Planner 
 
 


