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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2008. 
 
2008-0786 – Application for a Special Development Permit to add an 
approximately 452 square foot patio cover resulting in approximately 64% FAR 
(Floor Area Ratio) where 45% FAR may be allowed without Planning 
Commission review. The property is located at 881 Norfolk Pine Avenue (near 
Knickerbocker Dr.) in an R-0 (Low Density Residential) Zoning District. (APN: 
201-07-051) NC 
 
Noren Caliva, Assistant Planner, presented the staff report. She said staff was 
able to make the findings and recommends the Planning Commission approve 
the Special Development Permit subject to the conditions in Attachment B of the 
staff report. Trudi Ryan, Planning Officer, clarified that the applicant’s request 
results in approximately 64% FAR. 
 
Comm. McKenna commented that it seems this item would be more appropriate 
if it were included on a consent calendar. Ms. Ryan explained that if there had 
been more items on the agenda that would be included under a consent 
calendar that staff would probably have put this item on consent.  
 
Vice Chair Chang asked staff about the neighbor next to this project that has a 
similar structure and asked what the rear setbacks are for the neighbor’s project. 
Ms. Caliva said portions of the structure are at 17 feet and portions are at 20 
feet, which is similar to the proposed project. 
 
Chair Rowe opened public hearing. 
 
Gobi Padmanabhan, applicant, thanked the Commission for hearing his 
application and for staff’s assistance with the process. He said his house faces 
east/west and the rooms on the back side of the house become extremely hot.  
He said he considered other solutions such as air conditioning and after 
checking with his neighbor who has a similar patio cover, he decided the patio 
structure was a better and greener solution to help reduce the heat.  He said he 
hopes the Planning Commission will see this as a positive solution and allow this 
request. 
 
Chair Rowe closed the public hearing. 
 
Comm. McKenna made a motion to approve the Special Development 
Permit with attached conditions. Comm. Klein seconded the motion. 
 
Comm. McKenna said that what the applicant is requesting is completely 
reasonable.  
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Comm. Klein said that the Commission often has to consider issues with FAR.  
He said this is not an enclosed area as most projects usually are and that this 
patio cover allows the applicant to provide shading to the house. Comm. Klein 
said there is also precedent in the neighborhood as the neighbor has a similar 
structure. Comm. Klein said he was able to make the appropriate findings to 
allow this permit.  
 
Chair Rowe commented that when she looked at the illustration in the report that 
she thought it might be good to pull the patio cover in about five feet on each 
side so the cover would not follow the lines of the house. She said when she 
went on her site visit she saw the neighbor’s patio cover and said it was not 
offensive.  She said she has no problem supporting this motion. 
 
ACTION: Comm. McKenna made a motion on 2008-0786 to approve the 
Special Development Permit with the attached conditions. Comm. Klein 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously, 7-0.  

 
APPEAL OPTIONS: This action is final unless appealed to the City Council 
no later than September 23, 2008. 
 


