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Planning Commission Minutes of September 28, 2009 
 
2009-0469 Updates to the Sunnyvale Municipal Code for Minor Corrections and 
Word Changes Associated Primarily with Title 19 (Zoning) – DO 
 
Diana O’Dell, Senior Planner, presented the staff report. She said since the 
writing of the report, several emails were received with concerns about one of the 
changes proposed regarding Downtown Specific Plan (DSP) parking and 
coverage requirements. She referred to a page 4 of Attachment A explained the 
reasoning for making changes to the proposed requirement of 1.5 parking 
spaces per one-bedroom or studio unit (current requirement is 1.75 parking 
spaces). She said this change brings the requirement more in line with the rest of 
the City’s parking requirements. She said another question was regarding 
unlawful parking, which the proposed change is moving the parking discussion 
out of the zoning ordinance and into Title 10 which deals with parking and public 
right-of-ways. 
 

Comm. McKenna referred to page 2 of Attachment A, commenting that sale of 
foodstuffs from a stand or parked vehicle is not to exceed 10 minutes, which was 
brought up by a member of the public. She said this seems like a short period of 
time. Ms. O’Dell said this is existing language and the issue is being moved it to 
Title 10. Ms. Ryan added that when a vendor is in the public right-of-way that 
regulations regarding this issue should be in the Title 10 section. Ms. Ryan said 
that the conditions related to mobile vendors and the use of public streets for this 
purpose is a Public Safety concern and is being considered by DPS (Department 
of Public Safety) and the City Attorney’s office.  
 
Comm. Klein asked about the time frame regarding mobile vendor issues going 
to Council with staff indicating there is currently no timeframe. Comm. Klein 
discussed the parking blocks included in the DSP. Comm. Klein discussed with 
staff parking and the downtown and issues that would affect future 
developments.  
 
Comm. Rowe discussed with staff two other emails received from members of 
the public regarding Table 19.28.090 and the maximum lot coverage being 
100%, and further discussed parking requirements for the DSP.   
 
Chair Chang opened the public hearing. 
 
Chair Chang closed the public hearing. 
 
Comm. Sulser moved for Alternative 1 to recommend to City Council to 
adopt the ordinance in Attachment A. Comm. Klein seconded. 
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Comm. Sulser said that these changes are steps in the right direction towards 
clarifying and correcting the code.    
 
Comm. Klein said he agrees that the changes are minor and his only question is 
regarding mobile vendors hoping this issue will be clarified in the future. 
 
ACTION: Comm. Sulser made a motion on 2008-0469 to recommend to City 
Council to adopt the ordinance in Attachment A. Comm. Klein seconded. 
Motion carried, 6-0, with Vice Chair Travis absent.  

 
APPEAL OPTIONS: This recommendation will be forwarded to City Council 
and is scheduled to be considered at the October 27, 2009 Council meeting. 
 
 

 
 


