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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF AUGUST 10, 2009

2009-0497 - The King’'s Academy [Applicant] Fremont Union High School
District [Owner]: Application for a Use Permit to allow athletic field improvements
including stadium lighting and a sound system at a site located at 562 Britton
Avenue (APN: 205-20-001) RK

Ryan Kuchenig, Associate Planner, presented the staff report. He said staff was
able to make the findings and recommends approval of the application subject to
the conditions in the report.

Comm. Rowe asked staff to clarify the location of the light poles and the
placement of the speakers. Staff discussed the locations and said the applicant
could further clarify these in the applicant presentation.

Comm. Hungerford asked staff about the proposed light poles, design of the
lights, and the number of lights on each pole. Comm. Hungerford discussed the
noise limits for the stadium and the different decibel levels allowed for day and
night (for noise, daytime is considered 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., and nighttime is 10 p.m.
to 7 a.m.). Staff added that the majority of the football games would be
completed before 10 p.m., therefore subject to the daytime allowed levels, and
that the decibel levels would be measured at the residential property lines.

Comm. Klein asked staff about the decibel levels on the property with staff
saying that the conditions require that noise levels must comply with the
municipal code standards. Comm. Klein asked about notification of the proposed
field improvements to nearby businesses. Comm. Klein asked for staff's opinion
about the height of the light poles with staff saying the proposed poles are
slightly taller than permitted, however staff felt the shielded lighting provided
good mitigation.

Chair Chang opened the public hearing.

Corbin Schneider, with Verde Design, Inc., the architects for the applicant,
discussed the proposed project. He discussed the lights, shielding of the lights,
and affect of the lighting on the neighbors. He said the report indicates the field
would be used until 10:30 p.m. and commented that that time includes clean-up
which produces less noise than the event. Mr. Schneider discussed the proposed
location of the speakers and said the height of the speakers would be
determined when they are installed and sound checks can be made. He
commented that each light would probably have about six fixtures per pole.
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Comm. Rowe asked the applicant about the speaker locations with Mr.
Schneider saying that the speakers would be on the home bleacher side and be
located on the same poles as the lights.

Mr. Schneider commented that the applicant appreciates being able to do the
field upgrades in stages. He said the applicant is looking to upgrade the track
and field in 2010. He said the installation of the lights and speakers will allow the
school to have home games at night this upcoming fall, without having to bring in
portable lights.

Chair Chang closed the public hearing.

Comm. Rowe moved for Alternative 1, to approve the Use Permit with the
recommended conditions in Attachment A, as proposed by staff. Comm.
Klein seconded the motion.

Comm. Rowe said the report is well written, she thinks this application is a
straight forward request, and the motion is a straight forward answer.

Comm. Klein said he would be supporting the motion. He said this is a good
project and makes the school better for the community. He said the light poles
are fine, and his only issue is with the noise which he hopes will be well-
managed. He said the noise ordinance for industrial zones is not well-defined,
and this site is adjacent to industrial and residential. He said ultimately staff will
be working on modifying the noise ordinance. He said the number of football
games should not be an issue for the neighbors.

Comm. Hungerford said he would be supporting the motion. He said he is
impressed with the electronics. He said the applicant will work with the City, and
the speakers will have a maximum preset decibel level. He said the preset
decibel level and the noise ordinance are a good combination.

Chair Chang said he would be supporting the motion and it would be good to
see permanent fixtures instead of the portable lights used previously.

ACTION: Comm. Rowe made a motion on 2009-0497 to approve the Use
Permit with the recommended conditions in Attachment A. Comm. Klein
seconded. Motion carried 6-0, with Comm. McKenna absent.

APPEAL OPTIONS: This action is final unless appealed to City Council no
later than August 25, 2009.




