
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
SUNNYVALE PLANNING COMMISSION 

May 11, 2009 
456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

 
The Study Session regularly scheduled for 7:00 p.m. is cancelled. 

 

8:00 PM - Public Hearing – Council Chambers 
 
The Planning Commission met in regular session with Chair Harriet Rowe presiding. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Chair Harriet Rowe; Vice Chair Bo Chang; Commissioner Charles 
Hungerford; Commissioner Larry Klein; Commissioner Dianne McKenna; Commissioner 
Brandon Sulser; and Commissioner Nick Travis. 
 
Staff Present: Trudi Ryan, Planning Officer; Kathryn Berry, Senior Assistant City Attorney; 
and Debbie Gorman, Recording Secretary. 
 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATION  - None 
 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS/CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
Speakers are limited to three (3) minutes. If you wish to address the Planning Commission, please 
complete a speaker's card and give it to the Recording Secretary. If your subject is not on the 
agenda, you will be recognized at this time; but the Brown Act (Open Meeting Law) does not allow 
action by Planning Commission Members.  If you wish to speak to a subject listed on the agenda, 
you will be recognized at the time the item is being considered by the Planning Commission. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES of April 27, 2009 
 
Comm. Klein moved to approve the minutes of April 27, 2009. Comm. Hungerford 
seconded. Motion carried, 6-0-1, with Chair Rowe abstaining. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
1. Review of Proposed FY 2009-2010 Budget for Land Use Planning Program 
 

Trudi Ryan, Planning Officer, discussed the budget for the Land Use Planning 
Program and the City’s budget process. She said staff is recommending the budget for 
the Land Use Planning Program and the budget supplement for Planning Commission 
training be approved by the City Council. She said the budget process includes a City 
Council Budget Workshop in May 2009, public hearings in early June, and City Council 
adoption of the budget towards the end of June 2009. She said the Boards and 
Commissions are being provided an opportunity to comment on the appropriate 
portions on the budget. She said the Planning Commission could choose whether to 
make a motion to send a recommendation to the Council, or whether to forward  
comments.  
 
Comm. Klein discussed with staff the staff support to the Planning Commission, the 
current hours versus actual hours budgeted, and how staff hours are applied to the 
Planning Commission portion of the budget. 
 
Vice Chair Chang said he attended his first Planning Conference this past March and 
commented that it was very worthwhile and that the training budget is money well 
spent. He commented that he thinks the Planning Commissioners should be provided 
business cards for identification purposes when they are making site visits for the 
projects.  Ms. Ryan said the change to not issue business cards is a policy rather than 
a budget issue and that she would communicate the concerns to City management. 
 
Chair Rowe asked staff where certain activities for support are recorded in the budget. 
Ms. Ryan discussed how hours and activities are reflected in the budget. Chair Rowe 
discussed with staff, changes in the budget in the past, and projections of the number 
of applications for the future. Chair Rowe said she agrees with Vice Chair Chang about 
the need for Planning Commissioners to have business cards. 
 
Chair Rowe opened and closed the public hearing with no members of the public 
requesting to speak. 
 
Comm. Klein moved to provide the comments of the Commission this evening to 
Council and recommend Alternative 1 of Budget Supplement No. 4, to approve a 
budget supplement in the amount of $6,955 annually for Planning Commission 
training.  Vice Chair Chang seconded the motion. 
 
Comm. Klein said he thinks he was the Commissioner that requested last year that 
budget be added to allow all seven Planning Commissioners to attend the annual 
Planning Conference each year. He said it is critical that the Commission is educated in 
the most up-to-date planning issues, that the Commissioners are exposed to different 
ways other cities manage problems, and that there is value in meeting with Planning 
Commissioners from other cities. He said the Planning Commission makes decisions, 
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motions, and recommendations to City Council that involve large amounts of money, 
and the monies for the training are a small price to pay for the education and team 
building value.  

 
Comm. Klein moved to provide the comments of the Planning Commission 
regarding the budget to City Council, and to recommend approval of Budget 
Supplement No. 4 in the amount of $6,955 annually for Planning Commission 
training. Vice Chair Chang seconded. Motion carried unanimously, 7-0. 
 
APPEAL OPTIONS: These recommendations and comments will be forwarded to 
City Council for consideration to be included in the Budget packet.  
 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 

• COMMISSIONERS ORAL COMMENTS  
 

Chair Rowe commented that at the Planning Conference this past March that 
she attended a meeting on CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act). She 
said there was discussion about reducing CEQA documents to 150 pages or 
less, as generally CEQA documents are over 300 pages. 
 

• STAFF ORAL COMMENTS 
 

City Council Meeting Report 
 

Trudi Ryan, Planning Officer, discussed three Planning related items to be 
considered at the City Council meeting of May 12, 2009.   

 
Other Staff Oral Report  
 
Ms. Ryan discussed reorganization plans for the Planning Division. She said 
fewer staff would be attending meetings to help address the budget issue. 

 
INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, the Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________                           
Trudi Ryan 
Planning Officer 


