
 
 
 
 

                          APPROVED MINUTES 
SUNNYVALE PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 28, 2009 
456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

 

7:00 PM – Study Session – West Conference Room 
 
1. 2009-0076 Commercial Vehicle Parking in Residential Zoned Districts (Study Issue)  

– AM   (25 minutes) 
 
2. Training: New Types of Wireless Services  – AM (20 minutes) 
 
3. Public Comment on Study Session Agenda Items (5 minutes) 
 
4. Comments from the Chair (5 minutes) 
 

8:00 PM – Public Hearing – Council Chambers 
 
The Planning Commission met in regular session with Chair Bo Chang presiding. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Chair Bo Chang; Commissioner Charles Hungerford; Commissioner 
Larry Klein; Commissioner Dianne McKenna; Commissioner Harriet Rowe; and 
Commissioner Brandon Sulser. 
 
Members Absent: Vice Chair Nick Travis (excused) 
 
Staff Present: Trudi Ryan, Planning Officer; Kathryn Berry, Senior Assistant City Attorney; 
Andrew Miner, Principal Planner; Diana O’Dell, Senior Planner; Rosemarie Zulueta, 
Assistant Planner; and Debbie Gorman, Recording Secretary. 
 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATION  - None 
 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS/CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
Speakers are limited to three (3) minutes. If you wish to address the Planning Commission, please 
complete a speaker's card and give it to the Recording Secretary. If your subject is not on the 
agenda, you will be recognized at this time; but the Brown Act (Open Meeting Law) does not allow 
action by Planning Commission Members.  If you wish to speak to a subject listed on the agenda, 
you will be recognized at the time the item is being considered by the Planning Commission. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES of September 14, 2009 
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Comm. Klein moved to approve the minutes of September 14, 2009. Comm. 
Hungerford seconded. Motion carried 5-0-1, with Chair Chang abstaining, and Vice 
Chair Travis absent.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
1. 2009-0410: T-Mobile (Applicant) Sunnyvale  Office Park LP (Owner) Application for a 

Special Development Permit to extend an existing 90-foot tall monopole to 100 feet to 
allow a fifth carrier to add 3 panel antennas and associated ground equipment for a site 
located at 1184 North Mathilda Avenue. (APN: 110-25-042) NC 

 
ACTION: Comm. Rowe made a motion on 2009-0410 to approve the Special 
Development Permit with modified conditions: to add to the end of condition E(i) the 
language “and RF (Radio Frequency) emissions”. Comm. Hungerford seconded. 
Motion carried, 6-0, with Vice Chair Travis absent. 
 
APPEAL OPTIONS: This action is final unless appealed to the City Council no later 
than October 13, 2009. 
 
2. 2009-0071 Determine Appropriate Review Standards for Alternative Energy Sources 

(Study Issue) – RZ 
 
ACTION: Comm. McKenna made a motion on 2008-0071 to recommend that City 
Council: for Alternative 1A, to adopt the proposed ordinance found in Attachment B 
to establish development standards and permitting requirements for small wind 
energy systems; for Alternative 2A, to adopt the proposed ordinance (Attachment B) 
to prohibit biodiesel production in residential zones and adding Alternative 2B 
“directing the Department of Public Safety to further study the subject of home 
biodiesel production for personal use and develop guidelines and regulations for 
such use”; for Alternative 3A, to use existing Zoning and building/electrical codes to 
review proposed installations of fuel cells; for Alternative 4A, to use existing Zoning 
and building/electrical codes to review proposed installations of geothermal 
heating/cooling systems; and direct staff to monitor the changes in alternative 
energy technology and return to Council to consider possible amendments to the 
City’s regulations if significant changes suggest that modifications are desirable; to 
modify the proposed ordinance, Table 19.56.100, adding requirements under the 
Miscellaneous Plan Permit column for Wind Energy Systems located in a Heritage 
District or on a heritage building; to modify the proposed ordinance, 19.56.090 (c), 
removing “Towers shall be constructed of tubular steel” and adding language that 
the tower shall be a monopole design, not specifying the composition of the tower; 
to modify the proposed ordinance, Table 19.18.030, moving the language “including 
manufacture of biodiesel fuel” from 7.K to a separate category. Comm. Klein 
seconded. Motion carried, 6-0, with Vice Chair Travis absent.  
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APPEAL OPTIONS: This recommendation will be forwarded to City Council and is 
scheduled to be considered at the October 20, 2009 Council meeting. 
 
3. 2009-0469 Updates to the Sunnyvale Municipal Code for Minor Corrections and Word 

Changes Associated Primarily with Title 19 (Zoning) – DO 
 
ACTION: Comm. Sulser made a motion on 2008-0469 to recommend to City Council to 
adopt the ordinance in Attachment A. Comm. Klein seconded. Motion carried, 6-0, 
with Vice Chair Travis absent.  

 
APPEAL OPTIONS: This recommendation will be forwarded to City Council and is 
scheduled to be considered at the October 27, 2009 Council meeting. 
 
4. 2009-0666 Updates to the Sunnyvale Municipal Code Title 19 (Zoning) to Streamline 

Processes – DO 
 
ACTION: Comm. Klein made a motion on 2009-0666 to recommend to City Council to 
adopt the Negative Declaration (Attachment C) and make modifications to the 
ordinance in Attachment B: to modify the times and days in 19.44.120 (c) 5 to read 
“between the hours of 12:01 a.m. and 12:00 midnight on Saturday, Sunday and 
federal holidays”; to modify 19.48.025 that the maximum front yard fence height 
allowed be 3-foot at the property line, and 4-foot permitted with a 2-foot setback from 
the property line; to add the language “and RF emissions” to 19.54.120 (a) (i); to 
include the changes provided on the dais by staff in Attachment B. Comm. McKenna  
seconded. Motion carried, 6-0, with Vice Chair Travis absent.   

 
APPEAL OPTIONS: This recommendation will be forwarded to City Council and is 
scheduled to be considered at the October 27, 2009 Council meeting. 
 
5. Identification of Potential Study Issues for 2010 – TR 
 
ACTION: The Commission voted 6-0 to add one item to the proposed Study Issue list 
regarding developing wireless telecommunication facility guidelines for City 
property.   
 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 

• COMMISSIONERS ORAL COMMENTS 
 

• STAFF ORAL COMMENTS 
 

Ms. Ryan said that the Neighborhood Preservation Division would move from the 
Department of Community Development to the Department of Public Safety.  
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City Council Meeting Report 
 
Ms. Ryan reminded the Commissioners that there would be a Joint Study 
Session with City Council and the Planning Commission on Tuesday, October 6, 
2009 regarding of the possibility of consolidating the General Plan into a single 
document. 
 
Ms. Ryan discussed agenda items on the upcoming Planning Commission 
meeting of October 12, 2009 and agenda items upcoming on the October 20, 
2009 City Council meeting. 

 
Other Staff Oral Report - None 

 
INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, the Commission meeting was adjourned at 11:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________                           
Trudi Ryan 
Planning Officer 
 


