
 

MINUTES 
SUNNYVALE ARTS COMMISSION 

JUNE 16, 2010 
 
 
The Sunnyvale Arts Commission met in regular session in City Hall Council Chambers, at 456 W. 
Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 at 7 p.m. with Chair Obrey presiding. 
 
CALL TO ORDER/SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
Chair Obrey called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners Present: Chair Robert Obrey 

Vice Chair Tara Martin-Milius 
Commissioner Noelle Hughes 
Commissioner Tracy Seto 

  
Commissioners Absent: Commissioner Dennis (Jay) Shinseki (excused) 
  
Staff Present: Assistant to the Director Cathy Merrill 

Superintendent of Recreation Nancy Bolgard Steward 
Recreation Coordinator Kristin Dance 

 
Cheryl Anton from Bay Area Communication Access (BACA) translated for Commissioner Seto. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF ABSENCE 
Commissioner Shinseki announced at the May 19, 2010, Arts Commission meeting that it would be 
his last meeting.The Commission determined by general consent that Commissioner Shinseki’s 
absence is excused. Vice Chair Martin-Milius abstained as she was absent from the May 19, 2010, 
Arts Commission meeting.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1.A.  Approval of Draft Minutes of May 19, 2010, Joint Arts Commission and Parks and Recreation 
Commission Meeting 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Seto moved and Commissioner Hughes seconded to approve the 
Consent Calendar as presented. 
 
VOTE:  Motion passed 3-0. Commissioner Martin-Milius abstained as she was absent from the 
May 19, 2010, meeting. Commissioner Shinseki was absent. 
 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATION - None 
 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS – None 
 
STAFF RESPONSES TO PRIOR PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
2. Art in Private Development (AIPD) – 1266 Kifer Road, Building # 3 (Intuitive Surgical) 
 
Recreation Coordinator Dance gave the staff report for this item. 
 
Intuitive Surgical is proposing to install two sculptures at two locations. The first location is adjacent to 
Kifer Road and the second location is an existing roundabout along the main entrance. 
 
Staff has reviewed the proposed artwork and believes that it adequately meets the criteria outlined in 
the Art in Private Development regulation and therefore recommends that the Arts Commission 
approve the artwork as it is proposed, with the following condition of approval: All existing signage at 
Location “A” (Kifer Road entrance) be removed prior to the installation of the artwork in order to avoid 
any visual clutter with the artwork. 
 
Recreation Coordinator Dance introduced art consultant Steve Dolan. Mr. Dolan showed a slide 
presentation of Seattle artist Troy Pillow’s proposed artwork. He explained Intuitive Surgical provides 
robotic surgical equipment and would like the sculptures to reflect Intuitive Surgical’s company values 
of high-tech with high-touch. Mr. Dolan pointed out that the location of Sculpture B is accessible to the 
public as its placement is in the center of the roundabout.  
 
Sculpture A is constructed of stainless steel and will stand 12 feet high by 6 feet wide. It is three 
dimensional and resembles the human form.  Sculpture B is also constructed of stainless steel and 
will stand approximately 10 feet high by 4.5 feet wide. Mr. Dolan explained that the two thin strips of 
blue steel at the center of the sculpture are transparent, allowing light to go through it. There are plans 
to transplant the existing tree currently located in the center of the turnabout. Intuitive Surgical is also 
proposing to light both sculptures at night. Mr. Dolan shared other examples of Mr. Pillow’s artwork. 
 
Chair Obrey inquired if both sculptures share the same height and width.   
 
Mr. Dolan confirmed Sculpture A will be taller than Sculpture B. 
 
Commissioner Hughes inquired on the removal of signage, installation of a pad and new lighting at 
the entrance.  
 
Chair Obrey added his concerns on how the building will be identified and the plans for signage. 
 
Mr. Dolan confirmed the installation of new signage and that it will be unobtrusive to ensure visibility of 
the artwork. 
 
MOTION:  Vice Chair Martin-Milius moved and Commissioner Hughes seconded to recommend 
the Commission accept staff’s recommendation, Alternative No. 1. 
 
Approve the artwork as it is proposed with the following condition of approval: 
All existing signage at Location “A” (Kifer Road entrance) be removed prior to the installation 
of the artwork in order to avoid any visual clutter with the artwork. 
 
VOTE:  Motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Shinseki was absent. 
 
 

 2



Arts Commission Minutes 
June 16, 2010 

Page 3 of 4 
 
 

3. Commission Participation at City Events 
 
Assistant to the Director Merrill gave the staff report. Several years ago Commissioners and 
Councilmembers requested the use of a booth at City events to be more visible and accessible to 
meet with the public and hear their ideas and concerns. No funds are allocated to support displays in 
the booth; it is up to the Commissioners and Councilmembers to make it attractive if they choose to. 
Assistant to the Director Merrill noted that there is no obligation if Commissioners do not want to use a 
booth to interact with the public at events.  
 
Chair Obrey commented that at this year’s HOTS event Commission members did not have items to 
hand out whereas at last year’s event they were provided with items to give out to participants. He 
also mentioned First Five Santa Clara County was situated at a more visible corner of the booth and 
had informational items to hand out.  The Commission members were not as visible as they were 
placed behind a display board.  
 
For future events, staff agreed to provide the name and number of a contact person, the list of 
attending Commissioners, and place the booth in a visible location.  
 
Superintendent of Recreation Steward noted the decision to provide a booth was based on prior 
Commissioners’ request to share a space with Council and interact with the public. 
 
4. General Plan Consolidation Advisory Committee Update 
 
Commissioner Hughes provided an overview of the work of the General Plan Advisory Committee. 
She noted the State requires each city to have a General Plan and because Sunnyvale’s General 
Plan is very detailed and duplicates policy, it is very difficult to update.  
 
Commissioner Hughes mentioned the Advisory Committee had many questions regarding what 
happens to City policies that are removed from the General Plan. She felt the Committee did not have 
enough time to read over all the policies before they needed to make a recommendation and vote on 
whether to keep them in the General Plan or move them into another document. She also noted that 
Councilman Whittum indicated fiscal policies in the General Plan provide a legal recourse which 
policies outside of the General Plan do not have.  
 
Commissioner Hughes questioned the benefit of having an Advisory Committee and expressed 
frustration with the process. She then began to read the summary of Goals and Policies in the Arts 
Sub-element and stated that goals A-D were to be removed from the General Plan while goals E and 
F would remain in the General Plan. 
 
Commissioner Hughes intends to speak strongly against actions taken at the last committee meeting. 
 
Assistant to the Director Merrill called a 10 minute break at 8:12 p.m. The meeting reconvening at 
8:22 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Hughes will request at the next committee meeting that more time be given to allow for 
thoughtful consideration of each item.  
 
Assistant to the Director Merrill clarified several points regarding the process of consolidating the 
General Plan. She explained the difference between the General Plan requirement as a land-use plan 
and explained that several sub-elements of the General Plan have little or nothing to do with land use 
and are proposed to become part of Council Policy. 
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Chair Obrey asked if Councilmembers are on the committee.   
 
Commissioner Hughes confirmed that Vice Mayor Moylan, Councilmember Whittum and 
Councilmember Griffith are members of the committee as well as City staff member Hanson Hom,  
Director of Community Development. 
 
Commissioner Seto asked if a change to the General Plan will affect the role of the Arts Commission. 
 
Vice Chair Martin-Milius asked Commissioner Hughes what the implications are regarding the Arts 
Sub-element that she has questions of. She suggested they need to be addressed to the right person 
– either Council or staff. 
 
Commissioner Hughes invited the Arts Commission to attend the next committee meeting as 
members of the public. She concluded her report noting that she would like to be able to use her 
graphic design abilities on the new General Plan document. 
 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 
Commission Members Oral Comments - None 
 
Staff Oral Comments 
Superintendent of Recreation Steward noted two of the fourteen steel flower sculptures located at 
Target will be moved 2 to 3 feet so the area is accessible to PG&E.  
 
INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS 

• Staff Liaison Written Report 
• Recreation Division Quarterly Report, January – March 2010 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Cathy E. Merrill, Assistant to the Director 
Department of Community Services 
 
 
ec 


