
 

* Approved by Arts Commission May 3, 2011 

APPROVED MINUTES* 
SUNNYVALE ARTS COMMISSION 

MARCH 16, 2011 
 
 
The Sunnyvale Arts Commission met in regular session in City Hall Council Chambers at 456 W. 
Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 at 7 p.m. with Chair Obrey presiding. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Obrey called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
Chair Obrey led the salute to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners Present: Chair Robert Obrey 

Commissioner Vinita Karun 
Commissioner Tara Martin-Milius 
Commissioner Tracy Seto 

  
Commissioners Absent: Vice Chair Noelle Hughes (excused) 
  
Staff Present: Assistant to the Director of Community Services Cathy Merrill 

Superintendent of Recreation Nancy Bolgard StewardVisual 
Arts Coordinator Kristin Dance 

 
Cheryl Anton, Bay Area Communication Access (BACA), provided interpretive services for 
Commissioner Seto. 
 
Commissioner Hughes informed Assistant to the Director Merrill of her intended absence prior to the 
meeting. It was determined by general consensus that Commissioner Hughes’ absence was excused. 
 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS - None 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1.A. MOTION Approval of Draft Minutes of February 16, 2011, Arts Commission Meeting 
 
Chair Obrey requested an excused absence for the February 16, 2011, Commission meeting. He left 
a telephone message for Assistant to the Director Merrill of his intended absence prior to the meeting. 
It was determined by general consensus that Chair Obrey’s’ absence was excused. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Martin-Milius moved and Commissioner Seto seconded to approve 
the Consent Calendar as revised to reflect that Chair Obrey’s absence on February 16, 2011, 
was excused. 
 
VOTE:  3-0 motion passed. Vice Chair Hughes was absent. Chair Obrey abstained due to his 
absence from the February 16, 2011, meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
2. DISCUSSION BRE Properties, Lawrence Station Rd. 
 
Recreation Superintendent Steward gave the staff report. She said BRE Properties requested to 
present their public art idea to the Commission and obtain feedback. Recreation Steward said this 
agenda topic is not an action item for the Commission; at this time, BRE Properties is only seeking 
input and suggestions from the Commissioners. 
 
Kevin Ma, owner and developer of Lawrence Station project, BRE Properties, provided an overview of 
the development which includes 336 apartment units and 10,000 sq. ft. of retail space. 
 
Chandra Cerrito, BRE Properties, described the area and location where the proposed artwork will be 
installed. She introduced artist Lewis deSoto who described the proposed project and said the artwork 
titled “Sunnyvale Mandala” represents aspects of Sunnyvale’s cultural identity. A full-size paper image 
of the artwork was displayed which showed lighting and elevation elements. Mr. deSoto’s resume was 
distributed to the Commissioners and a slideshow showcased Mr. deSoto’s artwork at other locations. 
 
Commissioners asked questions about the proposed artwork being touchable, protection from graffiti 
and water, how pieces of artwork are held together, lighting, materials, colors, height, perspective and 
proportion. 
 
The Public Hearing was opened. There were no speakers. The Public Hearing was closed. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Chair Obrey thanked the presenters. 
 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ORAL COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Seto said she will attend the April 13 Commission meeting, but she will be absent from 
the April 20 meeting. 
 
Commissioner Varun said she will be absent from the April 13 and April 20 Commission meetings. 
 
STAFF ORAL COMMENTS 
 
Assistant to the Director Merrill said the April 13 Commission meeting will be held in the West 
Conference Room. 
 
Recreation Superintendent referenced the Columbia Neighborhood Center (CNC) programs 
described in the Information Only Recreation Division Report and said that CNC is now officially 
incorporated into the Recreation Division. 
 
INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS 
Completion Letter: Public Art Component, Essex Property Trust, 615 Tasman Drive 
Recreation Division Report, September-December 2010 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Obrey adjourned the meeting at 8 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Cathy E. Merrill, Assistant to the Director 
Department of Community Services 
 
 
ks 
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