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CIVIL WAR SESQUICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES  

AT SUNNYVALE LIBRARY 

 
SUNNYVALE, Calif. – Did abolitionist John Brown’s family have a Santa Clara Valley 

connection? While it has been 150 years since the 1861 beginning of the American Civil 

War, time has not diminished interest in its causes and effects. Sunnyvale Public Library 

has invited Dr. Libra Hilde, a Harvard-educated Civil War expert and professor at San 

Jose State University, to talk about facets of the Civil War and lead discussions.  

Hilde’s first presentation will be “Overview and Causes of the American Civil War” on 

Wednesday, October 12. The Civil War lecture and discussion series at Sunnyvale 

Public Library will run through March 2012. 

Each Wednesday-evening 90-minute session will be held in the Library’s Program 

Room beginning at 7 p.m. Hilde’s presentations continue on November 16 (Civil War 

Combat – Why Fight?), December 7 (Western Theatre and Native Americans), January 

11, 2012 (Emancipation and Soldiers’ Experiences) and February 8 (How the Civil War 

Changed the U.S. and Memories of War). On March 7, historian Jean Libby will relate 

stories about abolitionist John Brown’s family in Santa Clara Valley and their continuing 

efforts to help former slaves. Libby and historian John W. Templeton will also discuss 

other local connections to the Civil War.  

Call the Library at (408) 730-7300, TDD (408) 730-7501, or visit the Library’s website at 

SunnyvaleLibrary.org for more upcoming Civil War Sesquicentennial events. 
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